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Army scientists: Eating only MREs for 3 weeks isn’t all that bad for you 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

C onsuming nothing but 
Meals Ready-to-Eat for 
three weeks may not 
be the most appetizing 
thing to do, but a study by Army 
scientists has found that it doesn’t 
harm gut health. 

That may come as a surprise 
to anyone whose stomach has 
rumbled after eating the highly 
processed military rations for just 
one day, let alone 21, which is the 
maximum time the Army says 
MREs should be the sole source of 
subsistence for soldiers. 

“It’s not MREs underlying a lot 
of anecdotal reports of gastrointes¬ 
tinal discomfort,” said Dr. J. Philip 
Karl, a scientist and research di¬ 
etitian at the U.S. Army Research 



Ryan Brooks/U.S. Air Force 


Top: U.S. Marine Corps recruits eat Meals Ready-To-Eat at 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Albany, Ga., in September. 
Above: MREs such as this one are an individual field ration 
that contain an average of 1,250 caiories in a single meal. 


Institute of Environmental Medi¬ 
cine and lead author on the study 
published in this month’s Journal 
of Nutritional Biochemistry. 

Service members usually eat 
MREs when they’re training or 
on a mission in harsh terrain, 
under stress and possibly over¬ 
seas, where hygiene might not be 
at high standards, Karl said in a 
phone interview. They may also 
be dehydrated, he said. 

The study set out to determine if 
it’s the rations or the environment 
that causes the digestive issues 
service members often associate 
with MREs. 

Sixty-four people, mostly men, 
responded to the Army’s 2015 call 
for volunteers to eat only MREs. 
Four dropped out for reasons 

SEE GUT ON PAGE 2 


Trump to lift 
sanctions on 
Turkey amid 
cease-fire 

By Aamer Madhani 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Wednesday 
he will lift sanctions on Turkey 
after the NATO ally agreed to 
permanently stop fighting Kurd¬ 
ish forces in Syria and he de¬ 
fended his decision to withdraw 
American troops, saying the U.S. 

should not be 
the world’s 
policeman. 

“We’re 
getting out,” 
Trump said 
at the White 
House, as¬ 
serting that 
tens of thou¬ 
sands of 
Kurdish lives 
were saved as 
the result of 
his actions. 

“Let some¬ 
one else fight 
over this long-blood-stained 
sand,” he said. 

Trump warned that if Turkey 
does not honor its pledge for a 
permanent cease-fire, he will not 
hesitate to reimpose sanctions. 
Earlier this month. Trump halt¬ 
ed negotiations on a $100 billion 
trade deal with Turkey, raised 
steel tariffs back up to 50% and 
imposed sanctions on three senior 
Turkish officials and Turkey’s de¬ 
fense and energy ministries. 

“The job of our military is 
not to police the world,” Trump 
said. “Other nations must step up 
and do their fair share. Today’s 
breakthrough is a critical step in 
that direction.” 

Trump earlier in October or¬ 
dered the bulk of the approxi¬ 
mately 1,000 U.S. troops in Syria 
to withdraw after Turkish Presi¬ 
dent Recep Tayipp Erdogan 
told Trump in a phone call that 
Turkish forces were set to invade 
northeastern Syria. Turkey’s goal 
was to push back the U.S.-allied 
Kurdish fighters. 

SEE TURKEY ON PAGE 7 


■ Iraqi 
official: 

US troops 
from Syria 
will leave 
within 4 
weeks 
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Soldier quiet at 
hearing on crash 
that killed cadet 


By Russ Bynum 
Associated Press 

FORT STEWART, Ga. — An 
Army soldier charged in a vehicle 
rollover that killed a West Point 
cadet kept quiet Wednesday dur¬ 
ing a preliminary hearing to help 
determine whether she will face 
trial by a court-martial. 

Staff Sgt. Ladonies Strong de¬ 
clined to make a statement in her 
defense during a short hearing 
that revealed no new details about 
the June 6 training crash that 
killed Christopher J. Morgan, 22, 
and injured 19 of his fellow cadets 
at the U.S. Military Academy. 

The Article 32 hearing, some¬ 
what similar to a civilian grand 
jury, was held at Fort Stewart 
in southeast Georgia because 
Strong is assigned to the Army’s 
3rd Infantry Division headquar¬ 
tered there. 

Strong was charged in Septem¬ 
ber with multiple violations of 
military law — including counts 
of involuntary manslaughter, 
negligent homicide and reckless 
operation of a vehicle — in con¬ 
nection with the rollover crash on 
the academy’s training grounds 
in West Point, N.Y. 

Morgan, of West Orange, N. J., 
died when an Army tactical ve¬ 
hicle similar to a large, open-bed 
truck overturned during a sum¬ 
mer military training exercise for 
West Point cadets in the wooded 


hills outside the academy’s main 
gates. It happened on a fire break 
road as the vehicle was leaving 
the area where trainees live dur¬ 
ing the summer. 

Some of the 19 injured cadets 
suffered broken arms and facial 
abrasions. Two soldiers in the 
truck’s cab were also injured. It’s 
not known to what extent Strong 
was hurt. 

Morgan died at the scene. He 
was a law and legal studies m^or 
in the Class of 2020 and had been 
a standout member of the Army 
wrestling team. 

A 3rd Infantry spokesman, Lt. 
Col. Patrick Husted, declined to 
confirm whether Strong was driv¬ 
ing the truck when it overturned, 
as the charges against her sug¬ 
gest. Her role wasn’t discussed at 
the Wednesday hearing. 

Prosecutors and Strong’s de¬ 
fense attorney called no witnesses 
during the hearing, which lasted 
less than 20 minutes. That means 
the presiding officer, M^. Dennis 
Hernon, will rely on investiga¬ 
tive records and other documents 
to make his recommendation on 
whether Strong’s case should 
advance to a court-martial. Fort 
Stewart commanders will make 
the final decision based on Her- 
non’s written report. 

Strong’s Army defense attor¬ 
ney, Capt. Jordan Santo, declined 
to comment after the hearing. 



David Kamm/ U.S. Army Research, Development and Engineering Command 

Adrienne Hatch, right, a research dietitian from the U.S. Army Research Institute of Environmental 
Medicine, questions two volunteers taking part in a study to see how military rations affect gut health. 


Gut: Study analyzed whether MREs affect health 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

including gastrointestinal distress and not sticking 
to the study protocol. 

Participants were divided into two groups, one of 
which ate their usual diet while the other ate nothing 
but MREs for three weeks. The MRE group could 
have water and up to three cups of black coffee a day 
in addition to the rations, but that was it. 

The volunteers kept logs, while dieticians moni¬ 
tored their weight and adjusted food intake if they 
gained or lost weight. Researchers collected blood, 
urine and stool samples from the volunteers several 
times during the study and analyzed the samples to 
determine if MREs were affecting health by caus¬ 
ing changes to gut microbiota — bacteria, fungi and 
viruses that live in the intestines. 

Research suggests gut microbiota influence our 
moods, digestion and immune systems, Karl said. 
Even a small change can alter how nutrients are ab¬ 
sorbed, or inflame the intestinal lining, leading to 
stomach pain and even chronic diseases, he said. 

But Karl and his team of researchers found al¬ 
most no difference in gut chemistry between those 
who ate only MREs and those who continued to eat 


normally. 

Those who ate just rations did have one fewer 
bowel movement per week, the researcher found. 
The just-MREs group also had lower levels of gut 
bacteria that have been found in other studies to in¬ 
crease the frequency of defecation. 

Many people get those helpful bacteria by eating 
fermented food, such as yogurts and cheeses, which 
are not included in MREs. 

While MREs contain similar amounts of carbohy¬ 
drate, fat, protein and fiber as the average American 
diet, they also need to withstand tough conditions 
and maintain a three-year shelf life, the Army said 
in a statement last month. As a result, they contain 
no fresh foods. 

Then again, the average American also consumes 
too few fresh foods, Karl said. 

“Americans tend not to eat enough fruits, vegeta¬ 
bles and whole grains,” he said. “The MRE actually 
provides more fiber and more of several vitamins 
and minerals compared to people’s typical diets. 

“I think MREs get a bad rap.” 

TaviTrence.ipWstrlpes.com 

Twitter: @jplawrence3 
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5G security, Syria 
top agenda for 
NATO meeting 



NATO 


NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg speaks Wednesday ahead of Thursday’s defense ministers’ 
meeting in Brussels. Syria, telecommunications systems and Afghanistan are among topics expected to 
he discussed at the two-day gathering. 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
NATO will require members to 
protect civilian telecommunica¬ 
tion systems, including fifth-gen¬ 
eration services, and ensure they 
function in wartime, the alliance’s 
secretary-general said ahead of a 
two-day meeting of defense min¬ 
isters in Brussels. 

All NATO allies will be required 
“to have reliable telecommunica¬ 
tions systems in peacetime, crisis 
and conflict,” NATO Secretary- 
General Jens Stoltenberg said 
Wednesday. 

The US. has been pressuring 
allies to take a tougher stance 
on China and resist deals with 
Beijing on 5G technology. Wash¬ 
ington sees telecommunications 
giant Huawei, which is a key play¬ 
er in high-speed 5G equipment, 
as an arm of the Chinese govern¬ 
ment. The concern is that China 
could use the network to spy on 
communication traffic. 


While Stoltenberg did not spe¬ 
cifically name China as the main 
threat or the cause of new NATO 
measures, in an earlier news con¬ 
ference he said ensuring the secu¬ 
rity of communication networks 
is a “national responsibility.” 

Defense ministers, including 
US. Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper, will also discuss Syria at a 
time of tensions for the alliance, 
particularly over the incursion 
into Syria by NATO member Tur¬ 
key and the partnership Ankara 
is building with the alliance’s his¬ 
toric adversary, Russia. 

Turkish President Recep Tayy- 
ip Erdogan and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin reached a deal 
Tuesday on joint patrols in areas 
recently vacated by U.S. forces in 
northern Syria. 

Stoltenberg and U.S. Am¬ 
bassador to NATO Kay Bailey 
Hutchison said it is too early to 
tell whether the arrangement 
between Turkey and Russia will 
improve security in Syria. 


“We need to be very watchful to 
see if Russia can play a construc¬ 
tive role,” Hutchison said. 

German Defense Minister An- 
negret Kramp-Karrenbauer’s 
proposal for Europe to cooperate 
with Russia and Turkey to set up 
an international security zone in 
Syria will also be discussed. 

“I welcome that NATO allies 
have proposals on how to move 
forward,” Stoltenberg said. “We 
need a political solution.” 

The alliance’s baseline require¬ 


ment for telecommunication se¬ 
curity is expected to be updated 
at the gathering, requiring allies 
to put in place “robust” options to 
restore systems in case of a dis¬ 
ruption or outages and to priori¬ 
tize network access for national 
authorities during a crisis, Stol¬ 
tenberg said. 

The “consequences of foreign 
ownership, control or direct in¬ 
vestment” must be examined by 
NATO members, he said. “I ex¬ 
pect ministers will agree to take 


these requirements into account 
when taking national decisions 
on designing, building and oper¬ 
ating their telecommunications 
networks.” 

Also on the defense ministers’ 
agenda are the war in Afghani¬ 
stan, defense spending levels 
among allies and ongoing efforts 
at reinforcing NATO’s eastern 
and southern flanks. 

vandiver.johnitistripes.com 

Twitter: (I)john_vandiver 


Army launches ‘surge’ in Stuttgart to resolve housing issues 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — A “surge” is 
underway at the Army garrison in Stuttgart 
to clear a huge backlog of home repair work 
orders and appease military community 
members who often must wait months for 
basic repairs, officials say. 

“We’ve heard your concerns,” garrison 
commander Col. Jason Condrey said in a 
video address to the Stuttgart community 
this week. 

After reading about the surge on the 
Stuttgart garrison’s Facebook site, one 
military family member wrote: “Does this 
mean our oven can finally be repaired after 
months of waiting???? It’s been inoperable 
since July.” 


There are currently more than 1,700 out¬ 
standing work orders in the Stuttgart mili¬ 
tary community, some dating back to 2018, 
Condrey said. 

“That is unacceptable to you for good rea¬ 
son,” he said. 

The backlog largely stems from an un¬ 
dermanned services contractor that hasn’t 
been able to keep up with the pace of work. 
Condrey recently met with his public works 
staff and the military contractor to devise 
an improvement plan. 

“The outcome of that meeting: The con¬ 
tractor will conduct a ‘surge’ on their pro¬ 
cessing of work orders, as well as bring in a 
number of additional stateside personnel to 
work with the contractor’s local work force 
to help expedite the processing of the work 


orders backlog,” garrison spokesman Larry 
Reilly said in a statement. 

The additional workforce is expected to 
arrive in November, but work is already 
being accelerated, garrison officials said. 

Last week, outstanding work orders for 
child care centers in Stuttgart were cleared, 
while broken-down elevators and heating 
systems throughout the garrison were re¬ 
paired, Reilly said. 

The plan is for workers “to be surg¬ 
ing, installation by installation,” and week 
by week, until all work orders have been 
cleared, Condrey said. In Stuttgart, ser¬ 
vice members live at four locations: Patch, 
Robinson and Kelley Barracks and Panzer 
Kaserne. 

While it isn’t clear how long it will take to 


eliminate the backlog, maintenance work¬ 
ers believe 60% of the problems can be re¬ 
solved in one visit, the garrison said. 

Army-wide housing surveys were 
launched earlier this year amid concerns 
about substandard housing. The surveys 
were prompted by poor living conditions at 
military housing facilities in the US., but 
many problems also came to light overseas. 

Complaints about excessive wait times to 
get even basic repairs completed for base 
housing and other facilities have been aired 
not only at Stuttgart but also at other gar¬ 
risons in Germany and in Italy. The com¬ 
plaints have ranged from a lack of hot water 
to moldy and dirty living quarters. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @John_vandiver 


Navy lieutenant, wife charged in effort to purchase firearms 


From wire reports 

A Navy lieutenant and his wife were ar¬ 
rested in a joint FBI and NCIS raid Thurs¬ 
day in the area of San Jose, Fla. 

The raid occurred at the home of Navy 
Lt. Fan Yang and his wife, Yang Yang. 
Documents obtained by First Coast News 
say Fan Yang holds a top-secret US secu¬ 
rity clearance and is actively serving in the 
Navy in a sensitive anti-submarine warfare 
unit. He was assigned to the Maritime Pa¬ 
trol Reconnaissance Weapons School at 
Naval Air Station Jacksonville. 

Fan Yang was born in China, emigrated 
to the United States in 1999 as a teenager, 
and became a US citizen in 2006, according 


to the documents. The accusations against 
the Yangs include conspiracy to defraud the 
United States, importing and manufactur¬ 
ing firearms, transfer of a firearm to a non¬ 
resident and conspiracy to violate federal 
law (specifically knowing submission of 
false and misleading export information). 

Fan Yang is also charged with illegal 
possession of a firearm by an alien admit¬ 
ted under a nonimmigrant visa. His wife is 
accused of submitting false and misleading 
export information and fraudulently trying 
to export illegal merchandise from the U.S. 
to China. 

The court documents say the couple 
worked together to assist a Chinese national 
in illegally possessing firearms between 


March 2017 and September 2019. The doc¬ 
uments indicate the couple lied to hide the 
true nature of that relationship. 

One account in the documents says Fan 
Yang requested time off from work to take 
his family to Disney. But investigators say 
credit cards linked to him and his wife show 
flights purchased to Sioux City, Iowa, and a 
meal bought in Sioux City, Neb., the week¬ 
end they were reportedly at the park. 

That same weekend, documents say a 
one-way flight to an airport 100 miles away 
from Sioux City, Neb., was also purchased 
by Fan Yang for the Chinese national. 

During an interview. Fan Yang denied 
that he and his wife had contact with a for¬ 
eign national in the last seven years, docu¬ 


ments said. He also denied any foreign 
financial interests despite records showing 
them having a Bank of China Account. 

According to documents, the Chinese na¬ 
tional is the chairman of a Shanghai com¬ 
pany named Shanghai Breeze Technology 
Co. From November 2016 through August 
2019 approximately $205,000 was wire- 
transferred between Shanghai Breeze and 
BQ TREE LLC. On business cards obtained 
by the FBI, Yang Yang is listed as the chief 
consultant and Fan Yang as a consultant for 
BQ TREE, LLC. 

With numerous felony charges, the Yangs 
could face fines and jail time. Fan Yang 
could also be released from the Navy and 
stripped of his security clearance. 
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Study eyes troops' financial literacy 


By Steve Beynon 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The mili¬ 
tary offers a smorgasbord of ben¬ 
efits aimed at setting up troops 
for success during service and 
retirement. However, some ser¬ 
vice members aren’t financially 
literate enough for long-term fi¬ 
nancial planning after the recent 
transition to the new retirement 
system, according to a new report 
from the Government Account¬ 
ability Office. 

The study, conducted at the 
request of Sens. Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., and Dick Durbin, D- 
111., found the Department of De¬ 
fense does a lot to inform troops 
on the new retirement system 
— known as the Blended Retire¬ 
ment System — but service mem¬ 
bers across the military aren’t 
being assessed on their financial 
literacy. 

“According to [Department of 
Defense] officials, service mem¬ 
bers will make more financial 
decisions that may impact their 
ability to successfully save for re¬ 
tirement under BRS than under 
the Legacy Retirement System, 
which makes providing effective 
financial literacy training to ser¬ 
vice members particularly im¬ 
portant,” the GAO’s study found. 


Among the myriad potential 
concerns of troops and their 
families, financial well-being is 
a top stressor, even topping men¬ 
tal health, according to Rebecca 
Burgess, a veterans studies re¬ 
search fellow at the American 
Enterprise Institute, a Washing¬ 
ton think tank. 

“Surveys of veterans and mili¬ 
tary families conducted by Blue 
Star Families and other consult¬ 
ing firms consistently find that 
military pay and benefits and fi¬ 
nancial health are in the top tier 
of concerns, much more so than 
mental health issues,” Burgess 
said. “Veterans consistently say 
that they think they have enough 
mental health resources and 
know where and how to access 
those, but I’ve yet to see a survey 
Q&A that asked that same ques¬ 
tion about veterans and their 
awareness of available to them 
financial planning resources.” 

It isn’t a matter of inadequate fi¬ 
nancial training tools, but young¬ 
er troops without a lot of financial 
obligations aren’t equipped with 
the background to understand the 
basics of retirement, according to 
researchers at the GAO. 

“Junior service members strug¬ 
gle with contributing to their re¬ 
tirement,” said Charlie Jeszeck, 
director of education, workforce 


and income security issues at the 
GAO. 

“The DOD determines BRS 
lump-sum payments at retire¬ 
ment by applying an interest 
rate (or discount rate) to calcu¬ 
late the present value of annuity 
payments service members forgo 
by taking a lump sum,” the GAO 
reported. “DOD can take certain 
steps to help service members 
understand how to compare the 
BRS lump-sum payment option 
with the full annuity option. 

“Without this information, ser¬ 
vice members may not make in¬ 
formed decisions and potentially 
risk their retirement savings.” 

While some formal training 
sets troops up for success on 
paper — it doesn’t properly ac¬ 
cess their financial literacy, the 
report found. That sets up a key 
challenge for leaders to educate 
the force on critical background 
knowledge needed to fully ben¬ 
efit from one of the military’s top 
perks. 

However, troops might not to¬ 
tally grasp the importance of 
planning their finances and take 
the time to learn about their 
options. 

“Several military supervisors 
said some service members ad¬ 
vanced through the computer 
based BRS opt-in course as 


quickly as possible, and may not 
have understood the content,” the 
report stated. 

The challenges of navigating 
retirement can be amplified by 
some of the obtuse and inconve¬ 
nient parts unique to the military 
such as the Thrift Savings Plan 
having to physically mail a ser¬ 
vice member their password for 
an initial login. 

“Service members reported 
difficulty receiving their initial 
TSP password because they relo¬ 
cate often and may lack a perma¬ 
nent mailing address,” according 
to the report. 

Financial illiteracy isn’t unique 
to the military. However, soldiers 
have a lot on their plate already 
between weapons proficiency, 
field exercises, professional de¬ 
velopment courses, military 
schools, physical training and 
deployments. The rapid pace of 
service makes it easy for an 18- 
year-old infantryman or woman 
to brush off long-term financial 
planning. 

“Civilian peers aren’t doing 
much better (with financial liter¬ 
acy), but we see these issues play 
out more in the veteran commu¬ 
nity,” Burgess said. 

beynon.steven@stripes.com 
Twitter: @StevenBeynon 


Coast Guard 
offloads 
$92M worth 
of cocaine 

Los Angeles Times 

The Coast Guard offloaded 
more than 6,800 pounds of co¬ 
caine — worth an estimated 
$92 million — in San Diego on 
Wednesday, contraband that the 
military branch seized in inter¬ 
national waters of the eastern Pa¬ 
cific Ocean. 

Between late July and early 
October, crews from three Coast 
Guard cutters intercepted the 
drugs from four suspected smug¬ 
gling vessels off Mexico and Cen¬ 
tral and South America. 

The crew aboard the cutter 
Alert was responsible for two 
cases, seizing about 4,000 pounds 
of cocaine, according to the Coast 
Guard. The Alert is a 210-foot 
medium-endurance cutter based 
in Astoria, Ore. 

The crew on the Robert Ward, 
a 154-foot fast-response cutter 
based in San Pedro, seized about 
1,500 pounds of cocaine during 
one incident. The Seneca, a 270- 
foot medium-endurance cutter 
based in Boston, seized about 
1,400 pounds of cocaine in one 
case. 
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2nd ID soldier found 
dead in his barracks 


MILITARY _ 

Marine dies in vehicle accident 
dnring training in California 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A Marine 
was killed in a vehicle accident 
during training in California on 
Sunday, the same day that three 
soldiers were killed in another 
training crash in Georgia, the 
Marine Corps said Tuesday. 

Pfc. Christian Bautista, 21, of 
Cook County, Ill., was killed about 
7:15 a.m. in an M-1151 Enhanced 
Armament Carrier vehicle at the 
Marine Corps Mountain Warfare 
Training Center in Bridgeport, 
Calif, according to a statement 
by Capt. Stephen Washburn, a 
spokesman for the 1st Marine 
Logistics Group. Two Marines 


in the vehicle attempted life-sav¬ 
ing measures before the arrival 
of paramedics, who pronounced 
him dead at the scene. 

Also Sunday, three soldiers 
from Fort Stewart, Ga., were 
killed when the Bradley Fighting 
Vehicle that they were training in 
rolled off a bridge and submerged 
upside down in water. Three other 
soldiers, who were not named, 
were injured in the single-vehicle 
accident that occurred about 3:20 
a.m. 

Bautista, who enlisted in the 
Marine Corps in September 2018, 
was a motor vehicle operator 
serving as a turret gunner for the 
vehicle, which is similar in ap¬ 
pearance to a Humvee, according 


to Washburn. 

Washburn could not say Tues¬ 
day whether Bautista was in the 
turret at the time of the accident, 
citing the ongoing investigation. 

No one else was injured in the 
accident. No additional details 
about the accident were provided 
in the statement. 

Bautista’s unit, the 1st Trans¬ 
portation Support Battalion, 
Combat Logistics Regiment 1,1st 
Marine Logistics Group, based at 
Camp Pendleton, Calif, is “con¬ 
ducting tactical logistics support 
training in a mountainous envi¬ 
ronment,” at the training center, 
according to the statement. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — The Army is investigat¬ 
ing the death of a 2nd Infantry 
Division soldier who was found 
unresponsive in his barracks in 
South Korea. 

Staff Sgt. Nicholas M. Scalzo, 
28, an artilleryman from Selma, 
Ore., was pronounced dead at the 
scene by emergency medical per¬ 
sonnel on Monday at Camp Hovey 
in the northern city of Dongduch- 
eon, according to a press release. 
The cause of death was under in¬ 
vestigation, it said. 

Scalzo was assigned to the 3rd 
Armored Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Cavalry Division, which de¬ 
ployed to South Korea in July for 


anine-month 
rotation. 

Brigade 
commander 
Col. Kevin 
Capra ex¬ 
pressed 
“deepest 
condolenc¬ 
es” to Scal- 
zo’s family 
and friends. Scalzo 

“Nicho¬ 
las was an integral member of 
the Steel Dragon and Greywolf 
teams. We are all deeply sad¬ 
dened by the loss,” he said in the 
statement released Wednesday. 

Scalzo joined the Army in Port¬ 
land, Ore., in July 2012, the mili¬ 
tary said. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 



Missing cadet is found dead at West Point after a dayslong search 


By Steve Beynon 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A West 
Point cadet who had been miss¬ 
ing for days was found dead late 
Tuesday night, according to US. 


Military Academy officials. 

Cadet Kade Kurita, 20, of Gar¬ 
dena, Calif, had been missing 
since Friday evening. The cause 
of his death is under investiga¬ 
tion but foul play is not suspected, 
academy officials said. 


“We are grieving this loss and 
our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Cadet Kurita’s family and friends” 
said Lt. Gen. Darryl Williams, su¬ 
perintendent of the academy. 

Kurita was reported miss¬ 
ing when he failed to report 


for a scheduled military skills 
competition. 

Kurita was found after a mas¬ 
sive search across West Point’s 
16,000 acres involving 130 sol¬ 
diers from the 23rd Military Po- 
hce Company from Fort Drum, 


N.Y., multiple law enforcement 
teams, search dogs and military 
helicopters from the 2nd Aviation 
Detachment from Stewart Air Na¬ 
tional Guard Base in New York. 

beynon.steven@stripes.com 

Twitter: @StevenBeynon 
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4 Global Hawks 
in Guam after 
stay at Yokota 



Theron GoDBOLD/Stars and Stripes 


An RQ-4 Global Hawk sits on the flight line at Yokota Air Base, Japan, on Sept. 14. Four of the 
surveillance drones that have been operating out of Yokota since summer have returned to Guam. 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — 
Four RQ-4 Global Hawk surveil¬ 
lance drones returned to Guam 
this week after spending the sum¬ 
mer flying out of the home of U.S. 
Forces Japan in western Tokyo, 
according to Pacific Air Forces. 

The 319 th Reconnaissance 
Wing aircraft — along with about 
20 service members and 100 ci¬ 
vilians from Andersen Air Force 
Base, Guam — operated from 
Yokota for the past three months 
to avoid extreme weather in the 
western Pacific. 

“Our squadron of Global Hawks 
safely and flawlessly executed 
each mission daily, virtually un¬ 
noticed, without incident,” Col. 
Ben Craycraft, 319th Operations 
Group Detachment 1 command¬ 
er, said in a statement Monday. 

The drones routinely relocate 


to Japan to avoid typhoons in 
Guam and the nearby Northern 
Mariana Islands, which include 
Saipan, Tinian and Rota. 

Last year saw 35 storms, in¬ 
cluding seven super typhoons, 
blow across the western Pacific. 
One of those, Yutu, the second- 
strongest typhoon to hit a U.S. 
state or territory since record 
keeping began in 1958, devastat¬ 
ed Saipan and Tinian in October. 

Months earlier. Super Typhoon 
Wutip brushed by Guam at 161 
mph and interrupted the Cope 
North exercise at Andersen. 

Two typhoons passed over 
Yokota during the drones’ stay 
— Typhoon Faxai in early Sep¬ 
tember and Typhoon Hagibis a 
month later. 

In previous years, Andersen’s 
Global Hawk detachment moved 
to Misawa Air Base on the north¬ 
ern tip of Japan’s Honshu island. 
The drones moved to Yokota in 


2017 because of runway construc¬ 
tion at Misawa, which hosted the 
aircraft again last year. 

The Northrop Grumman-built 
aircraft, which can cost $100 mil¬ 
lion depending on configuration, 
are thought to be capable of oper¬ 
ating at an altitude of 60,000 feet. 
That’s high above civilian air 
traffic, which normally does not 
surpass 40,000 feet. They have 
a range of 14,000 miles and can 
stay aloft for 34 hours. 

In addition to supporting in¬ 
telligence, surveillance and re¬ 
connaissance requirements, the 


Global Hawk has been used for 
humanitarian assistance and di¬ 
saster relief operations, such as 
Operation Tomodachi — the U.S. 
military response to the earth¬ 
quake and tsunami that struck 
Japan in March 2011. 

“In the past, the RQ-4s were 
instrumental in assisting with 
humanitarian assistance and di¬ 
saster relief operations as well as 
providing unmatched capabilities 
with High Altitude, Long Endur¬ 
ance Reconnaissance,” Craycraft 
said. 

“As in 2017, Yokota Air Base ul¬ 


timately provided the most ideal 
location for our operations due 
to the Kanto Plain’s favorable 
weather and our ability to con¬ 
duct operations without causing 
impact to flights or the local com¬ 
munities surrounding Yokota.” 

Curious locals got a chance 
to see one of the gray, hi-tech 
drones up close during Yokota’s 
Japanese-American Friendship 
Festival in September. The an¬ 
nual event attracted more than 
125,000 visitors this year. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Japanese, Chinese 
navies train jointly; 
first time in 8 years 

By Caitlin Doornbos 
AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — For the 
first time in eight years, the Japan Maritime Self- 
Defense Force and the Chinese navy trained togeth¬ 
er at sea last week. 

A JMSDF statement called the daylong action a 
“friendship exercise” in the waters south of Japan’s 
Kanto region, where Tokyo and Yokosuka Naval 
Base are located. 

JMSDF destroyer the JS Samidare and Chinese 
destroyer the Taiyuan on Oct. 16 practiced commu¬ 
nications such as radio usage, the statement said. 

With the exercise, the JMSDF aimed to improve 
tactical skills, strengthen cooperation and promote 
mutual understanding with the Chinese military, it 
said. 

The Taiyuan arrived Oct. 11 in the Japanese port 
city of Yokosuka to participate in Japan’s interna¬ 
tional fleet review the following week. However, the 
event was canceled after Typhoon Hagibis ripped 
through the area Oct. 12. 

The two-nation exercise is a departure from recent 
posturing, including passage in June by the Chinese 
aircraft carrier Lioaning through the Miyako Strait 
in Okinawa prefecture and increased Chinese mili¬ 
tary overflights last year of contested islands. 

China and Japan have for decades disputed own¬ 
ership of the chain of oil-rich uninhabited islands — 
known in Japan as the Senkakus and in China as the 
Diaoyus — southwest of Japan and east of Taiwan. 

The islands were “generally accepted as being 
Japanese-owned” until December 1970 when Bei¬ 
jing declared they were “part of ‘China’s sacred ter¬ 
ritory,”’ according to a declassified CIA report. 

Japan has also protested China’s militarization of 
other islands and reefs in the South and East China 



Japan Maritime Seif-Defense Force 


A member of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force working aboard the destroyer JS Samidare 
iooks at the Chinese destroyer Taiyuan during a 
joint exercise south of Japan last week. 

seas, which China claims as its territorial waters. In 
a report last month, Japan’s Ministry of Defense ac¬ 
cused China of trying to “change the status quo” in 
the two seas “by coercion to create a fait accompli.” 

Last week marked the third time the two coun¬ 
tries conducted an exercise together, a JMSDF 
spokesman said. The last joint exercise was in 2011 
off the coast of Qingdao, China. 

JMSDF also conducted exercises with various 
countries visiting Japan for the international fleet 
review over the past week, the JMSDF said. 

Stephen Nagy, a politics and international studies 
professor at Tokyo’s International Christian Univer¬ 
sity, said the “goodwill gesture” likely won’t lead to 
sweeping changes in the way the countries interact. 

“You have to look at cooperation in terms of what 
it actually is,” he said. “This was not a joint military 
operation.” 

Nagy, a visiting fellow with the Japan Institute for 
International Affairs, said the exercise should help 
the countries communicate during crises but did 
not represent a military partnership. 

“This was an olive branch with really one olive,” he 
said. “Japan doesn’t want to show its capabilities.” 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 


Japan eyes independent 
deployment to Mideast 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Japan won’t join 
a U.S.-led maritime coalition in 
the Middle East, but the long¬ 
time U.S. ally is looking at send¬ 
ing forces to the region to protect 
Japanese merchant ships, accord¬ 
ing to local media. 

The nation’s foreign minister, 
Toshimitsu Motegi, told Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo about 
the plans in a phone call Tuesday, 
the Asahi Shimbun reported. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe instructed his min¬ 
isters during a National Security 
Council meeting Friday to look 
into sending the Japan Self-De¬ 
fense Forces to the Middle East, 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshi- 
hide Suga told reporters after the 
meeting. 

The country may assign a pair 
of Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force vessels to the region, the 
Kyodo News agency reported 
Monday. They would be allowed 
to use force to defend Japanese 
merchant ships under attack. 

Japan is considering dispatch¬ 
ing troops to the Gulf of Oman, 
the northern Arabian Sea and 
eastern Bab el-Mandeb Strait to 
gather information, Suga said. 

“It is extremely important to 
ensure safety of navigation in the 
Middle East as it is a valuable 
source of energy,” he said. 

However, the country won’t join 


the maritime coalition that the 
U.S. has built following attacks on 
oil tankers near the Strait of Hor¬ 
muz, the mouth of the Persian 
Gulf through which 20% of all oil 
passes. 

Since May, there have been 
several attacks that the U.S. Navy 
says involved Iranians placing 
magnetic mines on vessels. 

“We will adequately conduct 
our own efforts without partici¬ 
pating in The Maritime Security 
Initiative proposed by the US.,” 
Suga said. But, he added, “we will 
continue to cooperate closely with 
the U.S.” 

Japan has conducted diplo¬ 
matic efforts to ease tension and 
build stability in the Middle East, 
including Abe’s visit to Iran in 
June and the Japan-Iran summit 
meeting in September, Suga said. 

Japanese officials will study 
how the Self-Defense Forces 
might be employed in the region. 
They might, for example, dis¬ 
patch ships and antipiracy units, 
Suga said. 

“We will consider additional 
necessary measures to ensure 
safely of the ships related to our 
country,” he added. 

Exactly when forces might be 
sent to the region is also under 
consideration, Suga said. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 
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Iraq: GIs from Syria will leave in 4 weeks 



Baderkhan Ahmad/AP 


An American military convoy stops near Tel Tamr, Syria, on Sunday. Iraq's military said Tuesday that U.S. 
troops leaving northeastern Syria don’t have permission to stay in Iraq. 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

AND Qassim Abdul-Zahra 

Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — U.S troops with¬ 
drawing from northeastern Syria 
to Iraq are “transiting” and will 
leave the country within four 
weeks, Iraq’s defense minister 
said Wednesday. 

N^ah al-Shammari made the 
remarks to The Associated Press 
following a meeting in Baghdad 
with visiting U.S. Defense Secre¬ 
tary Mark Esper, who arrived as 
Iraqi leaders chafed over reports 
the U.S. may want to increase the 
number of troops based in Iraq, at 
least temporarily. 

Iraq’s military said Tuesday 
that American troops leaving 
northeastern Syria don’t have 
permission to stay in Iraq in a 
statement that appeared to con¬ 
tradict Esper, who has said that 
all U.S. troops leaving Syria 
would continue to conduct opera¬ 
tions against Islamic State from 
Iraq to prevent its resurgence in 
the region. 

He later added that the troops 
would be there temporarily until 
they are able to go home, but no 
time period has been set. 

Esper said earlier on Wednes¬ 
day that the U.S. has no plans to 
leave those troops in Iraq “in¬ 
terminably” and that he plans to 
talk with Iraqi leaders about the 
matter. 

Al-Shammari said Esper trav¬ 
eled to Iraq based on an invitation 
from the Iraqis. In Wednesday’s 
talks, he said the two sides agreed 
that the American troops cross¬ 


ing from Syria are “transiting” 
through Iraq and will then head to 
either Kuwait, Qatar or the Unit¬ 
ed States “within a time frame 
not exceeding four weeks.” 

The Iraqi minister said the 
planes that would transport the 
American troops out of Iraq have 
already arrived. 

Esper’s visit to Baghdad came 
a day after Russia and Turkey 
reached an agreement that would 
deploy their forces along nearly 
the entire northeastern border 


to fill the void left after Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s abrupt 
withdrawal of U.S. forces from 
the area, a move that essentially 
cleared the way for the Turkish 
invasion earlier this month. 

It was unclear Wednesday what 
that means for U.S. forces. 

Trump ordered the bulk of the 
approximately 1,000 U.S. troops 
in Syria to withdraw after Turk¬ 
ish President Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan stated in a phone call that 
his forces were about to invade 


Syria to push back Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish fighters whom Ankara consid¬ 
ers terrorists. 

The pullout largely abandons 
the Kurdish allies who have 
fought ISIS alongside U.S. troops 
for several years. Between 200 
and 300 U.S. troops will remain 
at the southern Syrian outpost of 
Al-Tanf 

Esper said the troops going into 
Iraq would have two missions: 
one to help defend Iraq against a 
resurgence of ISIS militants and 


another to monitor and perform a 
counter-ISIS mission. 

The U.S. currently has more 
than 5,000 American forces in 
Iraq, under an agreement be¬ 
tween the two countries. The 
U.S. pulled its troops out of Iraq 
in 2011 when combat operations 
there ended, but they went back 
in after ISIS began to take over 
large swaths of the country in 
2014. 

The number of American forc¬ 
es in Iraq has remained small 
due to political sensitivities in the 
country after years of what some 
Iraqis consider U.S. occupation 
during the war that began in 
2003. Iraqi leaders may privately 
condone more U.S. forces to bat¬ 
tle ISIS but worry if it’s widely 
known that there will be backlash 
from the citizens. 

U.S. troops in Syria fought for 
five years alongside Kurdish-led 
forces in northeast Syria and suc¬ 
ceeded in bringing down the rule 
of ISIS militants — at the cost of 
thousands of Kurdish fighters’ 
lives. Under the new agreement, 
much of that territory would be 
handed over to U.S. rivals. 

The biggest winners are Tur¬ 
key and Russia. Turkey would get 
sole control over areas of the Syr¬ 
ian border captured in its inva¬ 
sion, while Turkish, Russian and 
Syrian government forces would 
oversee the rest of the border re¬ 
gion. America’s former U.S. al¬ 
lies, the Kurdish fighters, are left 
hoping Moscow and Damascus 
will preserve some pieces of the 
Syrian Kurdish autonomy in the 
region. 


Turkey: Russian and Syrian forces oversee 
much of border region as US influence wanes 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Turkey views the Kurds as ter¬ 
rorists and an ever-present threat 
along its southern border with 
Syria. 

The U.S. pullout was seen as an 
abandonment of Kurdish fight¬ 
ers, who have incurred thousands 
of casualties as they fought with 
U.S. forces against Islamic State 
militants. 

The U.S. troops left, but 
the conflict was not without 
repercussions. 

Trump’s critics say he gave up 
American influence in the region 
and signaled to future allies that 
the United States is no longer a re¬ 
liable partner. More than 176,000 


people have been displaced by 
the Turkish offensive and about 
500 ISIS fighters gained freedom 
during the conflict. 

“There were a few that got out, 
a small number relatively speak¬ 
ing,” Trump said. “They’ve been 
largely recaptured.” 

Turkey is taking control of 
areas of Syria that it captured 
in its invasion. Russian and Syr¬ 
ian forces are now overseeing the 
rest of the border region, leaving 
the United States with little influ¬ 
ence in the region. 

Trump said he would “bring 
our soldiers home” from Syria but 
then recalibrated, and his admin¬ 
istration plans to shift more than 


700 to western Iraq. Those troops, 
however, do not have permission 
to stay in Iraq permanently. Iraq’s 
defense minister, Najah al-Sham¬ 
mari, told The Associated Press 
that the U.S. troops will leave the 
country within four weeks. 

Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper visited the Iraqi capital on 
Wednesday, a day after Russia 
and Turkey reached an agree¬ 
ment that would send their forces 
along nearly the entire northeast¬ 
ern border to fill the void left 
when U.S. forces left. Between 
200 and 300 U.S. troops will re¬ 
main at the southern Syrian out¬ 
post of Al-Tanf 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


President Donald Trump, followed by Vice President Mike Pence, 
center, and Secretary of State Mike POmpeo, leaves the podium 
after discussing the situation in Syria on Wednesday at the White 
House. 
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Russians deploy at Syrian border under deal 


By Suzan Fraser 
AND LeFTERIS PiTARAKIS 
Associated Press 

AKCAKALE, Turkey — Rus¬ 
sian military police began pa¬ 
trols on part of the Syrian border 
Wednesday, quickly moving to 
implement an accord with Tur¬ 
key that divvies up control of 
northeastern Syria. The Krem¬ 
lin told Kurdish fighters to pull 
back from the entire frontier or 
else face being “steamrolled” by 
Turkish forces. 

Turkish President Recep Tayy- 
ip Erdogan echoed those warn¬ 
ings, saying his military would 
resume its offensive against 
Kurdish fighters if the new ar¬ 
rangements are not carried out. 

Erdogan and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin reached an agree¬ 
ment Tuesday that would trans¬ 
form the map of northeast Syria, 
installing their forces along the 
border and filling the void left by 
the abrupt withdrawal of Ameri¬ 
can troops. The Kurdish fighters, 
who once relied on the U.S. forces 
as protection from Turkey, were 
given a deadline of next Tuesday 
evening to pull back from border 
areas they have not already left. 

Iraq, meanwhile, closed the 
door on the U.S. military’s at¬ 
tempt to keep the troops leaving 
Syria on its soil. Iraqi Defense 
Minister N^ah al-Shammari told 
The Associated Press that those 
troops were only “transiting” 
Iraq and would leave within four 
weeks, heading either to Kuwait, 
Qatar or the United States. 

Al-Shammari spoke after 
meeting U.S. Defense Secretary 
Mark Esper, who earlier this 
week had said the American forc¬ 
es from Syria would remain in 
Iraq to fight Islamic State. Iraq’s 
military quickly said they did not 
have permission to do so. 

The clumsy reversal under¬ 
scored the blow to U.S. influence 
on the ground in the wake of Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump’s order for 
U.S. troops to leave Syria. Those 
forces were allied with the Kurd¬ 
ish-led fighters for five years in 
the long and bloody campaign 
that brought down ISIS in Syria. 

Now a significant swath of the 
territory they captured is being 



Ugur Can, DHA/AP 


Turkish soldiers, right, and Turkey-backed opposition fighters stand next to their flags atop a building 
that had reportedly been a headquarters for Kurdish fighters in Ras al Ayn, Syria, on Wednesday. 


Russian-Turkish agreement for northeast Syria 

Russian and Syrian government forces on Wednesday entered the Syrian 
side of the Turkish border following the withdrawal of Kurdish forces. 



SOURCE: AP 

handed over to U.S. rivals, and the 
Kurds have been stung at being 
abandoned by their allies to face 
the Turkish invasion launched on 
Oct. 9. 


The Kremlin pointedly re¬ 
ferred to that abandonment as 
it told the Kurds to abide by the 
Russian-Turkish accord. 

“The United States was the 


closest ally of the Kurds during 
the last few years, and in the end 
the U.S. ditched the Kurds and ef¬ 
fectively betrayed them,” leaving 
them to fight the Turks, Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said, 
according to Russian newswires. 

“It’s quite obvious that if the 
Kurdish units don’t withdraw 
with their weapons then Syrian 
border guards and Russian mili¬ 
tary police will have to step back. 
And the remaining Kurdish units 
will be steamrolled by the Turk¬ 
ish army,” he said. 

The Kurds have enjoyed self- 
rule in the northeast ever since 
Syria’s central government had 
to pull its forces out of the area 
seven years ago to battle rebels 
elsewhere at the height of the 
country’s civil war. With the sub¬ 
sequent alliance with the US., 
the Kurdish fighters had hoped 
to give their autonomy ambitions 
further weight. 

Turkey considers the Kurd¬ 
ish fighters terrorists because of 
their links to Kurdish insurgents 
in Turkey. It has demanded they 
retreat from the entire border re¬ 
gion, creating a “safe zone” where 


Turkey could also settle some of 
the 3.6 million Syrian refugees on 
its soil. 

Ankara would gain that goal 
under the new accord with Mos¬ 
cow along with the agreement 
last week with the U.S. that put a 
cease-fire in place. 

Kurdish forces completed 
withdrawing on Tuesday from a 
stretch of territory 75 miles wide 
along the border and 19 miles 
deep between the towns of Ras 
al-Ayn and Tal Abyad. That pull¬ 
back, allowing Turkish-backed 
forces to take over, was required 
under the US.-Turkish accord. 

The new agreement with Rus¬ 
sia allows Turkey to keep sole 
control over that area. 

On Wednesday, Turkish-backed 
Syrian fighters in Ras al-Ayn un¬ 
furled the flags of their forces 
and Turkey on the roof of a build¬ 
ing that had reportedly been the 
Kurdish fighters’ headquarters, 
according to footage aired on the 
Turkish channel NTV. The fight¬ 
ers and Turkish soldiers used 
heavy machinery to close tun¬ 
nels built by the Kurds, Turkish 
media said. 

For the rest of the northeastern 
border, the deal calls for Russian 
and Syrian government forces 
to move in to ensure the Kurd¬ 
ish fighters leave. Then after the 
deadline runs out Tuesday, Turk¬ 
ish and Russian forces will jointly 
patrol a strip 6 miles deep along 
the border. 

The Russian Defense Ministry 
said a convoy of military police 
had crossed the Euphrates River 
and deployed in the Syrian bor¬ 
der town of Kobani. 

“The military police will help 
protect the population, maintain 
order, patrol the designated areas 
and assist in the withdrawal of 
Kurdish units and their weapons 
30 kilometers away from the bor¬ 
der,” it said. 

The Turkish military said it 
would not resume its offensive 
“at this stage” after the US.-bro- 
kered cease-fire expired Tuesday 
night. However, Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusolgu said that Turk¬ 
ish forces would “neutralize” 
any Syrian Kurdish fighters they 
come across in areas that Turkey 
now controls 


Trump finds no simple fix in Syria, other world hot spots 


By Aamer Madhani 
AND Deb Riechmann 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s plan to reverse America’s in¬ 
volvement in “endless wars” has run up 
against a difficult truth: 
ANALYSIS When it comes to nation- 
al security, rarely can a 
simple solution solve a 
complex problem. 

After abruptly announcing last week 
that he would “bring our soldiers home” 
from Syria, Trump recalibrated, and his 
administration said it would instead re¬ 
deploy more than 700 to western Iraq to 
help counter Islamic State. Now his lat¬ 


est plan faces another wrinkle: The Iraqi 
military said Tuesday those U.S. troops 
don’t have permission to stay in Iraq. 

Meanwhile, Turkey and Russia an¬ 
nounced Tuesday that they would jointly 
patrol most of the northeastern Syrian 
border with Turkey, underscoring the ef¬ 
fects of the U.S. creating a power vacuum 
the Russians have been quick to fill. 

“This self-inflicted Syria evacuation 
was not well thought out,” said Michael 
Knights, a senior fellow at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. “Linking 
the practical to the strategic has become 
harder and harder for this administra¬ 
tion, because there is no thinking from 
the top that connects these decisions 
down at the working level.” 


It’s the latest example of Trump’s from- 
the-gut approach to national security pol¬ 
icy encountering roadblocks. 

Trump’s charm offensive with Kim 
Jong Un has failed to prod North Korea to 
give up its nuclear weapons program. His 
withdrawal from the Obama administra¬ 
tion-brokered Iran nuclear agreement 
prompted Iran to breach limits on its en¬ 
richment and stockpiling of uranium. 

Vice President Mike Pence, speaking 
to conservatives at a dinner Tuesday in 
Washington, said the U.S. will always be 
grateful to its Kurdish allies, but now that 
the military has achieved its objective, 
the president is “keeping his word to the 
American people” about bringing troops 
home. 


Trump initially announced his inten¬ 
tion late last year to begin withdraw¬ 
ing troops from Syria, a decision that 
prompted the resignations of Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis and Brett McGurk, 
special presidential envoy for the global 
coalition to defeat ISIS. 

McGurk this week accused Trump of 
approaching the decision without taking 
a long view of the reality on the ground. 

“This is the problem of not having a 
national security process — a process 
where, before a president says things, he 
would have some deliberation,” McGurk 
said Monday at an event hosted by the 
Foundation for the Defense of Democra¬ 
cies, a think tank in Washington. 
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Book: Mattis used Syria as excuse to exit 

Retired officer who worked under secretary says decision made months before 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

Increasingly embattled and 
isolated, former Defense Secre¬ 
tary Jim Mattis used a Decem¬ 
ber disagreement with President 
Donald Trump over a military 
withdrawal from Syria as a “pre¬ 
text to announce a decision that 
he had made months before to 
cut his losses and move on,” ac¬ 
cording to a new book by a retired 
military officer who worked on 
Mattis’ staff 

“Holding the Line: Inside 
Trump’s Pentagon With Secretary 
Mattis,” details rising tensions 
between Mattis and the presi¬ 
dent, members of Congress and 
the members of the press corps 
who covered him as his allies in 
the Trump administration were 
dismissed and he allegedly was 
“iced out” by the White House. 
It also describes Mattis attempt¬ 
ing to head off directives from the 
president that could thrust the 
military further into politics and 
blocking decisions that he saw as 
illegal. 

Mattis said wryly that he’d 
“rather swallow acid” than see 
the multimillion-dollar military 
parade that Trump wanted, the 
book said. It also alleged that 
Trump sought to “screw” Ama¬ 
zon — whose founder, Jeff Bezos, 
also owns The Washington Post 
— by locking the company out 
of bidding for the Pentagon’s $10 
billion cloud networking contract 
known as JEDI, and that the sec¬ 
retary demurred. 

“We’re not going to do that,” 
Mattis told senior Pentagon offi¬ 
cials, according to the book. “This 
will be done by the book, both le¬ 
gally and ethically.” 

Mattis and the White House did 
not respond to requests for com¬ 
ment. Other senior officials who 
worked for Mattis, including his 
chief of staff, retired Rear Adm. 
Kevin Sweeney, and his former 
top military adviser, Adm. Craig 
Faller, either declined to com¬ 
ment or could not be reached. 

“ADM Faller has not read the 
book, and we will not be com¬ 
menting on it,” Army Col. Aman¬ 
da Azubuike, a spokeswoman for 
Faller, said in an email. 

The book’s author is retired 
Navy Cmdr. Guy Snodgrass, a 
former fighter pilot who served 
as a speechwriter and director 
of communications for Mattis. 
His writing is likely to be seen by 
some defense officials and ser¬ 
vice members as a betrayal of the 
former defense secretary, who 
called for secrecy and discretion 
among his staff 

In August, Snodgrass sued the 
Defense Department, alleging 
that the Pentagon was dragging 
out its standard prepublication 
process to make sure his work 
does not include classified ma¬ 
terial. Snodgrass stated in an 
affidavit that he reached out to 
Mattis about the book and that the 
secretary responded in an email 
that Snodgrass appeared “to be 
violating the trust that permitted 
you as a member of my staff to be 
in private meetings in my office. 


where those of us carrying the 
responsibilities believed that all 
could speak freely in pre-deci- 
sional discussions.” 

The department cleared the 
book for release on Sept. 11, and it 
is set to be released next week. 

The resulting work, a copy of 
which was obtained by The Post, 
is promoted as “an insider’s some¬ 
times shocking account” of inner 
workings at the Pentagon and 
follows insider books by several 
former Trump administration of¬ 
ficials who worked at the White 
House. 

Mattis published a book of his 
own in September, “Call Sign 
Chaos: Learning to Lead,” but it 
only brushed on his time working 
for Trump and focused instead on 
lessons learned during his 41-year 
career as a Marine officer. He has 
said little that is critical about the 
president publicly, though he did 
mock him in a speech this month. 

“I earned my spurs on the 
battlefield,” Mattis said. “Donald 
Trump earned his spurs in a let¬ 
ter from a doctor.” 

Snodgrass declined to comment 
about the book Tuesday night, cit¬ 
ing its release schedule. He wrote 
on Twitter that he had been at the 
Pentagon earlier Tuesday and 
was greeted by an Army colonel 
who pulled him aside and thanked 
him for “being willing to tell our 
story.” 

“I was floored ... and grateful,” 
he tweeted. 

Of Mattis’ departure, Snod¬ 
grass wrote that the framing of 
the decision by the Pentagon and 
some media outlets as a “spur-of- 
the-moment decision made in a 
final moment of passion” about 
Trump’s planned Syria with¬ 
drawal “wasn’t quite right.” Mat¬ 
tis’ “outrage over Syria” was real, 
Snodgrass wrote, but the situation 
was more complicated. 

Snodgrass recalled going to 
Mattis’ office one day in summer 
2018 to coordinate schedules and 
being admonished to keep his 
voice down. Mattis was meeting 
with John Kelly, a fellow retired 
Marine general, who was then 
Trump’s chief of staff The meet¬ 
ing wasn’t listed on any schedule 
and was about departures, Mat¬ 
tis’ scheduler told him. A look at 
Mattis’ schedule for 2019 showed 
that he had nothing significant 
planned. 

“It didn’t take long before oth¬ 
ers around the secretary’s per¬ 
sonal staff started to catch on, 
especially those planning events 
months into the future,” Snod¬ 
grass wrote. “Several approached 
me in late summer, asking what 
I knew. I demurred. It wasn’t my 
story to tell, nor would my telling 
it have improved morale.” 

That story contradicts reas¬ 
surances last fall that Mattis 
planned to stay in his job. Even 
after Trump said last October in 
a “60 Minutes” interview that “it 
could be” that Mattis was leaving. 
Pentagon spokeswoman Dana 
White said that he “is not going 
anywhere.” 

Snodgrass joined Mattis’ staff 
as an active-duty officer in April 


2017, several months after the 
Trump administration took of¬ 
fice. While Snodgrass found 
Trump’s “ethics and character 
appalling,” he wrote, he admired 
Mattis. Still, Snodgrass wrote, he 
was “aware that working for the 
secretary of defense would ef¬ 
fectively be a political job in the 
Trump administration.” 

The book raised a number of 
issues that have been reported 
before, including internal con¬ 
cerns at the Pentagon that Mattis’ 
staff compromised the American 
principle of civilian control of the 
military by relying on too many 
military officers. Mattis’ penchant 
for keeping staffs small, coupled 
with the Pentagon’s struggle to 
find political appointees and get 
them confirmed, also left numer¬ 
ous staff members working 14- 
hour days before burning out and 
resigning. 

In March 2018, Mattis lost ad¬ 
ministration allies when Trump 
fired then-Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson and Army Lt. Gen. H.R. 
McMaster, the president’s nation¬ 
al security adviser. While Mattis’ 
relationship with McMaster had 
been “strained at best” because of 
the general’s “forceful” personal¬ 
ity and tendency to lecture people, 
Snodgrass wrote, the departures 
left Mattis more exposed. 

The former speechwriter also 
described unreported scenes 
inside a Pentagon meeting with 
Trump on Jan. 18, 2018, that have 
received a fair amount of media 
coverage. When the Afghanistan 
war came up, Snodgrass recalled. 
Trump unloaded. 

“Seriously, who gives a sh— 
about Afghanistan?” Trump said, 
according to the book. “So far 
we’re in for $7 trillion, fellas ... 
$7 trillion including Iraq. Worst 
decision ever and we’re stuck 
with it. We could just get out of 
90 percent of our commitments 
and countries, and just bring it all 
home.” 

Trump added a few moments 
later that the United States should 
follow China’s policy and “just 
go into Afghanistan and take 
out all that wealth,” an apparent 
reference to China investing in 
mining. 

Trump then raised the prospect 
of having a military parade again, 
and Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford 
Jr., then the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said it would cost 
a lot and have bad optics because 
it would resemble events held by 
Russia, North Korea and other 
authoritarian regimes, the book 
said. 

“But... think about the spirit!” 
Trump responded, according to 
the book. 

As the relationship between 
Mattis and Trump frayed, Snod¬ 
grass wrote, so did morale on 
Mattis’ staff Sweeney, the chief 
of staff, and Faller, the senior of¬ 
ficer on Mattis’ staff, would “be¬ 
rate” people when Mattis had a 
“sour” mood, the book said. 

Snodgrass wrote that he also 
watched Mattis’ relationship with 
the press begin to falter, especial¬ 
ly after a trusted senior adviser. 


Sally Donnelly, left after a year. 
While the Pentagon said that 
she wanted to return to the pri¬ 
vate sector, Sweeney, Faller and 
White had started a “whispering 
campaign” against her, alleging 
without sharing evidence that she 
might be leaking information to 
the press, Snodgrass alleged. 

Donnelly and White both de¬ 
clined to comment. 

Snodgrass wrote that White 
was “loathed by the press” and 
used assignments traveling with 
Mattis as incentive for journalists 
not to write negative stories. 

“‘Never forget. Bus. The press 
is the enemy,”’ Snodgrass re¬ 
called White saying, using his 
pilot call sign. “They are not your 
friend.’” 

Snodgrass wrote that he dis¬ 
agrees with that perspective and 
thinks the press could have been 
tougher on Mattis. 

The book also described Snod¬ 
grass’ personal falling-out with 
Sweeney and Faller after he de¬ 
clined to take a Navy assignment 
that would have put him in line to 
someday command an aircraft 
carrier. After years of travel, 
Snodgrass wrote, he wanted to 
command a carrier air wing rath¬ 



Former Secretary of Defense 
Jim Mattis 


er than take another assignment 
that would require him to be away 
from his family a lot. 

After he left the Navy, Snod¬ 
grass stayed on Mattis’ staff as 
a civilian for several months and 
then was offered another job in the 
Pentagon outside of Mattis’ inner 
circle. It was blocked by Sweeney, 
Snodgrass alleged. He appealed 
to Mattis directly in an email for 
support, he wrote, but received 
none and resigned instead. 

Snodgrass praised Mattis’ over¬ 
all efforts. 

“Mattis provided a valuable 
service to the nation, our inter¬ 
national allies and partners, and 
the members of the department 
he led,” Snodgrass wrote. “Just 
as important, Mattis effectively 
translated the president’s de¬ 
sires into ethical, well-executed 
outcomes.” 
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Diplomat: Trump 

President demanded Ukraine make 
public vow, Taylor tells lawmakers 


linked aid, probe 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine William Taylor told House investigators 
Tuesday that he discovered an “irregular” back channel to foreign 
policy led by President Donald Trump's personal lawyer, Rudy 
Giuliani. 


By Lisa Mascaro, 

Mary Clare Jalonick 
AND Matt Lee 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A top U.S. 
diplomat testified Tuesday that 
President Donald Trump was 
holding back military aid for 
Ukraine unless the country 
agreed to investigate Democrats 
and a company linked to Joe 
Biden’s family, providing law¬ 
makers with a detailed new ac¬ 
count of the quid pro quo central 
to the impeachment probe. 

In a lengthy opening statement 
to House investigators obtained 
by The Associated Press, Wil¬ 
liam Taylor described Trump’s 
demand that “everything” Presi¬ 
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy want¬ 
ed, including vital aid to counter 
Russia, hinged on making a pub¬ 
lic vow that Ukraine would inves¬ 
tigate Democrats going back to 
the 2016 U.S. election as well as 
a company linked to the family 
of Trump’s potential 2020 Demo¬ 
cratic rival. 

Taylor, a former Army officer, 
testified that what he discovered 
in Kyiv was the Trump adminis¬ 
tration’s “irregular” back chan¬ 
nel to foreign policy led by the 
president’s personal lawyer, Rudy 
Giuliani, and “ultimately alarm¬ 
ing circumstances” that threat¬ 
ened to erode the United States’ 
relationship with a budding East¬ 
ern European ally facing Russian 
aggression. 

In a date-by-date account, de¬ 
tailed across several pages, the 
seasoned diplomat who came 
out of retirement to take over as 
charge d’affaires at the embassy 
in Ukraine details his mounting 
concern as he realized Trump 
was trying to put the newly elect¬ 
ed president of the young democ¬ 
racy “in a public box.” 

“I sensed something odd,” 
he testified, describing a trio of 
Trump officials planning a call 
with Zelenskiy, including one, 
Ambassador Gordon Sondland, 
who wanted to make sure “no one 
was transcribing or monitoring” 
it. 

Lawmakers who emerged after 
nearly 10 hours of the private de¬ 
position were stunned at Taylor’s 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The Trump ad¬ 
ministration official who wrote 
an anonymous essay about resis¬ 
tance from the inside has a book 
deal. 

The book, titled “A Warning,” 
will come out Nov. 19, The Ha- 
chette Book Group imprint Twelve 
announced Tuesday. It will likely 
set off the biggest Washington 
guessing game since “Primary 


account, which some Democrats 
said established a “direct line” to 
the quid pro quo at the center of 
the impeachment probe. 

“It was shocking,” said Rep. 
Karen Bass, a California Demo¬ 
crat. “It was very clear that it was 
required — if you want the assis¬ 
tance, you have to make a public 
statement.” 

She characterized it as “it’s this 
for that.” 

Rep. Dina Titus, a Democrat 
from Nevada, said, “You can see 
how damning this is. 

“This certainly makes it pretty 
clear what was going on,”Titus 
said. “And it was a quid pro quo.” 

It’s illegal to seek or receive 
contributions of value from a for¬ 
eign entity for a U.S. election. 

“President Trump has done 
nothing wrong,” said White 
House press secretary Stephanie 
Grisham. “This is a coordinated 
smear campaign from far-left 
lawmakers and radical unelected 
bureaucrats waging war on the 
Constitution. There was no quid 
pro quo.” 

Taylor’s appearance was 
among the most anticipated be¬ 
fore House investigators because 
of a series of text messages with 
the other diplomats in which he 
called Trump’s attempt to hold 
back military aid to Ukraine 
“crazy.” 

His testimony opens a new front 
in the impeachment inquiry, and 
it calls into question the account 
from Sondland, the U.S. ambassa¬ 
dor to the European Union, who 
told Congress last week that he 
did not fully remember some de¬ 
tails of the events and was initial¬ 
ly unaware that the gas company 
Burisma was tied to the Bidens. 

Taylor told lawmakers that 
Sondland, a wealthy business¬ 
man who donated $1 million to 
Trump’s inauguration, was aware 
of the demands and later admit¬ 
ted he made a mistake by telling 
the Ukrainians that military as¬ 
sistance was not contingent on 
agreeing to Trump’s requests. 

“In fact, Ambassador Sondland 
said, ‘everything’ was dependent 
on such an announcement, in¬ 
cluding the security assistance,” 
Taylor recalled. 

“Ambassador Sondland told 


Colors,” the fictionalized take on 
Bill Clinton’s 1992 presidential 
campaign that turned out to be 
written by journalist Joe Klein. 

The anonymous essay ap¬ 
peared in The New York Times 
in September 2018 and said that 
many within the administra¬ 
tion were actively blocking some 
of Trump’s orders. No one has 
named the official despite wide¬ 
spread speculation and Trump’s 


me that President Trump had 
told him that he wants President 
Zelenskiy to state publicly that 
Ukraine will investigate Burisma 
and alleged Ukrainian interfer¬ 
ence in the 2016 U.S. election,” 
Taylor said about a Sept. 1 phone 
call between them. 

Taylor apparently kept detailed 
records of conversations and doc¬ 
uments, including two personal 
notebooks, lawmakers said. 

The retired diplomat had been 
serving as executive vice presi¬ 
dent at the U.S. Institute of Peace, 
a nonpartisan think tank founded 
by Congress, when he was ap¬ 
pointed to run the embassy in Kyiv 
after Trump suddenly recalled 
Ambassador Maria Yovanovitch. 

Taylor testified that he had con¬ 
cerns about taking over the post 
under those circumstances, but 
she urged him to go “for policy 
reasons and for the morale of the 
embassy.” He had served as U.S. 
ambassador to Ukraine from 
2006 to 2009. 

Lawmakers described the ca¬ 
reer civil servant’s delivery as 
credible and consistent, as he an¬ 
swered hours of questions from 
Democrats and Republicans, 
drawing silence in the room as 
lawmakers exchanged glances. 

Taylor testified that he “sat in 
astonishment” on a July 18 call in 
which a White House budget offi- 


own suggestion that the author’s 
identity be investigated. 

Twelve is calling the book 
“an unprecedented behind-the- 
scenes portrait” that “offers a 
shocking, first-hand account of 
President Trump and his record.” 
The author will be identified as 
“A Senior Trump Administration 
Official.” 

According to the publisher, 
the author accepted no advance 


cial said that Trump had relayed 
a message through acting chief of 
staff Mick Mulvaney that the aid 
should be withheld. 

A month later, his concerns had 
so deepened that he was prepar¬ 
ing to resign. Sensing the U.S. 
policy toward Ukraine has shift¬ 
ed, he described an Aug. 22 phone 
call with Tim Morrison, a Russia 
adviser at the White House, who 
told him, the “president doesn’t 
want to provide any assistance at 
all.” 

“That was extremely troubling 
to me,” Taylor said. 

Taylor’s description of Trump’s 
position is in sharp contrast to 
how the president has charac¬ 
terized it. Trump has said many 
times that there was no quid pro 
quo, though Mulvaney contradict¬ 
ed that last week. Mulvaney later 
tried to walk back his remarks. 

The impeachment probe was 
sparked by a whistleblower’s com¬ 
plaint of a July call. In that call, 
Trump told Zelenskiy he wanted 
“a favor,” which the White House 
later acknowledged in a rough 
transcript of the conversation 
was Trump’s desire for Ukraine 
to investigate the Democratic Na¬ 
tional Committee’s email hack in 
2016 as well as the Ukrainian gas 
company Burisma tied to Biden’s 
family. 


and will donate a portion of roy¬ 
alties to nonprofits that focus on 
accountability and “standing up” 
for truth in oppressive countries. 

The official’s literary repre¬ 
sentatives, the Washington-based 
Javelin, have made deals for other 
books that have enraged Trump, 
including former FBI director 
James Comey’s “A Higher Loyal¬ 
ty” and former White House aide 
Cliff Sims’ “Team of Vipers.” 


3 senators 
seek info 
on Ukraine 
via FOIA 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif—Pres¬ 
idential hopeful Kamala Harris 
and two of her Democratic Senate 
colleagues are trying to force the 
Trump administration to release 
documents related to Ukraine 
and potential investigations into 
the president’s domestic political 
rivals through the federal Free¬ 
dom of Information Act. 

Harris, of California, will join 
Richard Blumenthal, of Connect¬ 
icut, and Sheldon Whitehouse, of 
Rhode Island, in filing a request 
Wednesday with the Department 
of Justice seeking documents re¬ 
lated to Ukraine, China and vari¬ 
ous investigations into companies 
associated with Hunter Biden, 
the son of Democratic presiden¬ 
tial candidate Joe Biden. 

The request comes as the U.S. 
House of Representatives seeks 
its own information via its im¬ 
peachment 
inquiry into 
Trump. The 
administra- 
tionroutinely 
ignores re¬ 
quests from 
Congress for 
documents 
and witness¬ 
es, including 
from Demo¬ 
crats in the 
House who 
have subpoena power. 

The three senators, all mem¬ 
bers of the Judiciary Committee, 
say they are turning to the public 
records law because of the Re¬ 
publican administration’s resis¬ 
tance to sharing information. 

But requests via the Freedom of 
Information Act can take months 
or even years to fulfill, meaning 
it’s unlikely the senators will get 
documents soon, said Thomas 
Blanton, director of the National 
Security Archive and an expert 
on the Freedom of Information 
Act. He said Congress has a his¬ 
tory of using the law to try to pry 
loose documents from the execu¬ 
tive branch. 

Harris, a former California 
prosecutor, has achieved viral at¬ 
tention for her past questioning of 
Attorney General William Barr. 
As she tries to rise from the mid¬ 
dle of the 2020 presidential pack 
to the top tier, the impeachment 
inquiry could offer her a fresh op¬ 
portunity to garner attention. 

The information request seeks 
communications to, from or with 
officials in the attorney gener¬ 
al’s office that include roughly 
75 words or phrases, such as 
Giuliani, the last name of the 
president’s personal attorney; 
William Taylor, the former U.S. 
ambassador to Ukraine, who gave 
closed-door testimony to a House 
committee Tuesday; and Fraud 
Guarantee, the name of a compa¬ 
ny run by Giuliani associates who 
have been arrested on campaign 
finance violations. 
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VETERANS _ 

Former secretary sees 
Veterans Affairs as 'fixable' 



staff Sgt. Jamil Green carries a case of remains handed over by 
North Korea in July 2018 at Osan Air Base, South Korea. 

American soldier is ID’d 
from remains handed over 
by North Korea last year 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Former De¬ 
partment of Veterans Affairs Sec¬ 
retary David Shulkin released 
a tell-all book Tuesday about 
his time in President Donald 
Trump’s administration, detail¬ 
ing everything from his interview 
in Trump Tower to his firing by 
tweet 14 months later. 

Stars and Stripes spoke with 
Shulkin about his book, “It 
Shouldn’t Be This Hard to Serve 
Your Country.” Part of the inter¬ 
view is below, with his responses 
lightly edited for brevity and 
clarity. 

Why did you decide to write 
a book about your time as 
secretary? 

I really wanted the American 
public to understand why [the 
VA] is such an important system 
and why it’s important that we 
maintain a strong VA — that it’s 
a fixable system. The second rea¬ 
son was that I’m increasingly con¬ 
cerned about peoples’ willingness 
to volunteer for public service, to 
serve their country. With this type 
of environment that’s out there in 
Washington now —and the public 
attacks on people who are public 
servants — I felt like we need a 
reset in the way that things work 
in Washington. I really wanted to 
share my story to let people un¬ 
derstand how difficult it is now 
just for people to do their jobs and 
help the government function 
properly in this type of environ¬ 
ment. In both of those cases, I felt 
like the story needed to be told. 

You mention in the book that 
the VA is heading toward “grave 
danger,” in part because of the 
VA Mission Act, a major expan¬ 
sion of veterans’ access to pri¬ 
vate doctors. Can you expound 
on those warnings? 

The Mission Act is, overall, a 
bill that I strongly support. It’s 
actually, in many ways, the cul¬ 
mination of the work I was doing 
for three years at the VA, which 
was to make the system to access 
the private sector work better. 
But the part that really concerns 
me is the issue related to access 
standards. I had asked Congress 
to allow the access standards to 
be at the discretion of the secre¬ 
tary. Obviously, I was no longer 
secretary after the Mission Act 
passed, so when the new access 
standards did finally get pub¬ 
lished, that’s where my concern 
is. They continue to use what I 
call administrative or nonclinical 
rules for accessing the private 
sector — they use wait times and 
drive times. I was a strong be¬ 
liever that access standards for 
veterans should be ... based on 
the clinical needs of a patient, not 
these administrative rules. 

What specifically has you 
concerned about the access 
standards? 

It opens up the system in a way 
that may not be clinically appro¬ 
priate. If that’s the case and we 



David Shulkin 


start seeing a dramatic increase 
in the use of the private sector, 
that’s going to cost a lot of money. 
My fear would be that would come 
out of the resources that are cur¬ 
rently allocated to the VA, and as 
a result, lead to the deterioration 
of the VA. I just think that might 
be an unintended consequence of 
this policy and something we re¬ 
ally have to be vigilant about and 
monitor. Without looking for it, 
we might reach a point where the 
resources in the VA and the vol¬ 
ume in the VA have deteriorated 
to a point of no return. 

You write about a group of po¬ 
litical rivals inside the VA whom 
you say planned your demise 
because of your unwillingness 
to privatize the agency. Many of 
them have left the department 
since your termination. Are you 
still concerned about privatiza¬ 
tion efforts? 

I don’t know anybody who’s 
coming out and saying they favor 
privatization, but you wouldn’t 
come out and say that, even if that 
was your belief You’d simply fol¬ 
low a policy like [the Mission Act], 
continue to open up the system 
and ultimately watch a shift in re¬ 
sources. While nobody is coming 
about and saying that their poli¬ 
cy is to privatize the system, we 
have to watch this very carefully 
to make sure that doesn’t happen. 
I think that many people have just 
gone underground right now and 
are waiting for the right opportu¬ 
nity to continue to push for these 
types of things. 

If you were secretary right 
now, what would be your most 
urgent priorities? 

Nobody knows better than I do 
the complexity and difficulty of 
being secretary. There is no such 
thing as a single priority, there 
are multiple priorities in this job 
that require that you balance a 
number of those and pay attention 
to all of them. I think on the bene¬ 
fits side, the top priority has to be 
to resolve outstanding issues that 
make veterans and their families 
wait for answers or continue to 
have to fight through a legal sys¬ 
tem ... that isn’t consistent with 
our values. I think on the health 
care side, the continued modern¬ 
ization of the VA system, which 


includes the electronic health 
record and improving the access 
to private sector care. I think the 
focus on veteran suicide as a top 
priority is something that the VA 
has continued, and that’s a very, 
very good thing. I think filling 
staffing vacancies out there is 
important to do. And listening to 
veterans and understanding what 
it is they want — that’s ultimately 
what this is about. 

In the book, you give your ac¬ 
count of a European trip that be¬ 
came a national scandal during 
your tenure. Looking back now, 
would you have done anything 
differently in regard to the trip? 

I think people may not real¬ 
ize that when the secretary has 
to travel, there’s very complex 
logistics and a team that sched¬ 
ules that. All aspects of it were 
approved ahead of time by eth¬ 
ics lawyers, the State Depart¬ 
ment and other federal agencies, 
so I don’t know how I could have 
avoided the issues. Do I regret 
that this was attention taken away 
from what the agency should’ve 
been focused on? Of course I do. 
Do I regret that people used this 
in a political sense? Of course. 
But one can’t look back and 
change things that frankly prob¬ 
ably weren’t changeable. 

What do you want veterans 
to take away from reading your 
book? 

I dedicated this book to veter¬ 
ans because, ultimately, they in¬ 
spired me to such a great degree. 
When I question whether this was 
all worth it because of the painful 
experience I had toward the end 
of my term, I just think (about) 
the veterans. It was nothing but 
an honor to be able to improve the 
system and to serve them. I want 
to continue to be a proactive ad¬ 
vocate on behalf of veterans and 
continue to see the system evolve 
and do well. 

Is there anything else you 
want people to know? 

You don’t write books because 
you’re going to earn money. You 
write them because you have 
something that you really want 
people to hear. I think if we want 
to continue to rely on a voluntary 
military where people are going 
to raise their hands to protect 
the rest of us, they have to know 
there’s a system in place should 
they need it when they come back. 
I really see [the VA] as an inte¬ 
gral part of our national security 
system. Secondly, just every day, 
watching the amount of people 
that are coming in and out of the 
revolving doors in the Cabinet, 
in the White House, and then the 
personal attacks that follow — it 
just makes me sad. I know this 
country is better than that, and I 
know how important it is that we 
continue to have people who are 
willing to spend time in making 
this government work better. I 
want to see us return to some nor¬ 
mality in the political process. 

wentling.nikki(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


By Aaron Kidd 

Stars and Stripes 

A Defense Department agency 
has identified a Korean War sol¬ 
dier whose remains were among 
55 sets turned over by North 
Korea last year after a historic 
summit between President Don¬ 
ald Trump and Kim Jong Un. 

Sgt. James Ernest Smith Jr., 
21, of Sedgwick, Kan, was re¬ 
ported missing Nov. 25, 1950, 
after his unit was attacked near 
Kujang-dong, North Korea, said 
a statement issued Tuesday by 
the Hawaii-based Defense POW/ 
MIA Accounting Agency. 

Smith — who served with 
Headquarters Company, 1st Bat¬ 
talion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Infantry Division — died the 
following January at a temporary 
prisoner of war camp near Puk- 
chin-Tarigol, according to sev¬ 
eral Americans who survived the 
war. 

DPAA scientists identified 
Smith’s remains Aug. 19 using 
“anthropological analysis, as well 
as circumstantial and material 
evidence,” the statement said. 
“Additionally, scientists from the 
Armed Forces Medical Exam¬ 
iner System used mitochondrial 
DNA (mtDNA) and autosomal 
DNA (auSTR) analysis.” 

In July 2018 — weeks after 
Trump met with the North Kore¬ 
an leader for the first time in Sin¬ 
gapore — the North handed over 
55 boxes purported to contain the 
remains of U.S. service members 
from the war. They were flown to 
Osan Air Base, South Korea and 
then to the DPAA’s lab in Hono¬ 
lulu for identification. 

At least three other U.S. ser¬ 
vice members have been identi¬ 
fied from that repatriation. 

Smith will be buried at Arling¬ 
ton National Cemetery, according 
to the DPAA. The date has yet to 
be scheduled. 

Along with others missing from 
the Korean War, Smith’s name 
appears on the Courts of the 
Missing at the National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Pacific in Hono¬ 
lulu, the statement said. A rosette 


will be placed next to his entry to 
show he has been found. 

The DPAA says more than 
7,600 Americans remain unac¬ 
counted for from the Korean 
War, with about 5,300 lost behind 
enemy lines. 

North Korean officials have 
indicated they possess as many 
as 200 sets of remains that have 
been recovered over the years, the 
DPAA says, but a definitive num¬ 
ber has never been confirmed. 

kidd.aaron@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kiddaaron 
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Trump 2020 tai^ets Hispanic 
vote in nontraditional places 



Will Weissert/AP 


Mima Orellana, left, a community organizer from the nonprofit group 
We Are Casa, helps Karyme Navarro fill out a voter registration form 
in York, Pa. President Donald Trump’s campaign has launched a 
Hispanic outreach effort in nontraditional places like Pennsylvania. 


By Will Weissert 

Associated Press 

YORK, Pa. — President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s reelection campaign 
is making contrarian appeals in 
the most unusual places, trying 
to win over Hispanic voters in 
states not known for them, like 
Pennsylvania. 

His second campaign, far bet¬ 
ter financed and organized than 
his first, is pressing every poten¬ 
tial tactical advantage, including 
trying to capture even small sliv¬ 
ers of the Hispanic vote, hoping it 
adds up to the narrowest of win¬ 
ning margins. 

“I think that you win campaigns 
with what we call ‘t^aditos.’ Little 
bits. You have to have a little bit of 
this and a little bit of that,” said 
Bertica Cabrera Morris, a Cuba 
native and “Latinos For Trump” 
advisory board member. “You 
don’t need everyone from every 
group, but you have to have a lit¬ 
tle bit of everything.” 

For many reasons, not the least 
of which is the president’s hostil¬ 
ity toward immigrants, it will be a 
difficult sell. 

That was clear on a recent eve¬ 
ning in York, Pa., when Karyme 
Navarro, 18, was filling out her 
first voter registration form but 
stopped on a question about party 
affiliation. 

Mima Orellana, a community 


organizer with the nonpartisan 
nonprofit “We Are Casa,” who 
brought the form to Navarro’s 
door, isn’t allowed to advocate 
for any party. Still, she’s seen the 
scenario enough to have an an¬ 
swer ready: “If you’re Democrat, 
you’re for Obama,” she said in 
Spanish. “If you’re Republican, 
you’re for Trump.” 

Navarro nodded, then handed 
back the completed form. She had 
checked “Democratic.” 

Such exchanges are what Dem¬ 
ocrats are counting on — Hispan- 
ics so enraged by Trump’s policies 
and anti-immigrant rhetoric that 
they’ll turn out in force to deny 
him a second term. 

Those on the front lines of 
Trump’s effort concede that the 
president’s anti-Hispanic fervor 
doesn’t help. Still, they say many 
Hispanics will be won over by a 
strong economy and conservative 
social values. Similarly, Demo¬ 
cratic activists say simply criti¬ 
cizing Trump often isn’t enough 
to attract Hispanic support. 

The reelection campaign’s ef¬ 
forts are understandably focused 
on key swing states like Florida 
and Nevada and could also shore 
up Trump’s hold on Arizona and 
Texas. Increased outreach may 
also have an effect in less obvi¬ 
ous areas where Trump eked out 
a 2016 victory, though, like parts 
of Pennsylvania where the Latino 


population is booming and where 
his margin for error is slender. 

“Latinos are moving out of the 
urban centers, moving away from 
the stronghold of the Democrats,” 
said Jose Fuentes, a former attor¬ 
ney general of Puerto Rico who is 
advising the president’s reelec¬ 
tion effort and called Pennsylva¬ 
nia “a perfect example.” “We’re 
microtargeting those areas that 
can be successful for us.” 

Hispanics make up only about 
8% of Pennsylvania’s population. 
Trump won the state — home to 
about 12.8 million people — by 
around 44,000 votes, or less than 
1% of those cast, in 2016. Nearly 
1 million Hispanics now live in 
Pennsylvania, and the Pew Re¬ 
search Center estimated that, for 
the 2018 midterms, 501,000 state¬ 
wide were eligible to vote — 10th- 
largest in the nation. 

The Associated Press’ VoteCast 
data showed that 38% of Pennsyl¬ 
vania’s Hispanics voted Republi¬ 
can in 2018 congressional races, 
but Democrats still easily won 
the Senate and governor’s races. 

Fuentes said a key to winning 
Hispanic support is tailoring 
messages to people who have an¬ 
cestral roots in different parts of 
Latin America. 

Cubans are chiefly interested 
in U.S. relations with the island 
and with Venezuela, he said. For 
Puerto Ricans, it’s recovery after 


the devastation of Hurricane 
Maria in 2017 and U.S. statehood 
questions. 

Mexicans tend to be most mo¬ 
tivated by commercial relations, 
as are people from most of South 
America. Central Americans 
tend to be most focused on immi¬ 
gration policy. 

A recent poll of eligible His¬ 
panic voters nationwide by the 
Democratic polling firm Latino 
Decisions found that only 13% 
said they’d “definitely” vote for 
Trump in 2020, but there’s also an 
enthusiasm gap for the other side: 


Less than 60% of respondents 
said they planned to participate 
in Democratic primaries. 

Orellana, the organizer for 
“We Are Casa,” which advocates 
for immigrant rights and has 
100,000 members in Maryland, 
Virginia and Pennsylvania, said 
that despite York being so heavily 
Hispanic, she still sees plenty of 
people in “Make America Great” 
hats. 

“I can’t even look them in the 
face,” Orellana said. “It’s like, 
‘How can you do that to your 
people?”’ 


Proposal would remove least tern from endangered list 



Dave Martin/AP 


A least tern checks her two eggs in Gulfport, Miss., in 2010. The 
interior least tern population has increased tenfold since 1985, 
leading the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to propose taking the bird 


It shows that when we actually pay 
attention and care, we can help species 
and reverse damage weVe done in the 
past. ^ 

Noah Greenwald 

Center for Biological Diversity 


By Seth Borenstein 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — After 34 
years on the endangered spe¬ 
cies list, a tiny Midwestern bird 
is ready to fly free of federal 
protection. 

Once diminished by being 
hunted for feathers for hats and 
hurt by the damming of m^or 
rivers like the Missouri, the in¬ 
terior least tern population has 
increased tenfold since 1985, to 
more than 18,000. 

The number of colonies has 
jumped from 48 to 480, said the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
which Wednesday planned to pro¬ 
pose taking the bird off the list. 

The delisting started six years 
after the service first suggested 
that the species has recovered and 
after computer modeling showed 
the population will be stable. 

Even conservationists and ad¬ 
vocacy groups that often battle 
the Trump administration over 
what goes on and off the endan¬ 
gered list hailed the migrating 
bird’s recovery as an environ¬ 
mental success story. 

“Delisting is reasonable,” Cen¬ 
ter for Biological Diversity en¬ 
dangered species director Noah 
Greenwald said. “It shows that 
when we actually pay attention 
and care, we can help species 


off the endangered species list. 

and reverse damage we’ve done 
in the past. We can undo part of 
the damage we’ve done to these 
rivers.” 

American Bird Conservancy 
president Michael Parr said, “All 
around it’s a pretty good news 


situation.” 

After nearly being hunted to 
extinction for feathers for wom¬ 
en’s hats in the 1800s, the Mid¬ 
western population of least terns 
started doing better until after 
World War H, Fish and Wildlife 


Service recovery biologist Paul 
Hartfield said. Then dams, es¬ 
pecially on the Missouri River, 
eliminated the riverside beaches 
the tiny birds need. 

Working with the Army Corps 
of Engineers, biologists concen¬ 
trated on a smaller bird popu¬ 
lation in the lower Mississippi 
River. Changes in water manage¬ 
ment increased the size of islands 
and created new ones in the river, 
making more places for the birds 
to nest and live, Hartfield said. 

“The least tern in the Missis¬ 
sippi River exploded” from a few 
hundred birds in the 1980s to at 
least 10,000 now, he said. 

Greenwald credited the Army 
Corps of Engineers but added that 
“the tern has been recovered, but 
the ecosystem hasn’t.” 

There are three populations of 
least terns in the United States. 
One in California is still on the 
endangered list, and the eastern 


one is doing fine. 

Least terns are the smallest of 
terns, but they travel far. Hart¬ 
field said one bird was tagged in 
South Dakota and later was found 
in Japan. 

“That’s how strong a flyer they 
are,” he said. “It’s really a tough 
little bird.” 

They nest on the ground and 
feed on small fish and live quite 
long for their size — about 15 
years, Hartfield said. The birds 
migrate every fall to the Carib¬ 
bean and South America. 

Greenwald said the least tern is 
a good example of how the endan¬ 
gered species law can work even 
as scientists warn of 1 million 
species going extinct in coming 
decades. 

“We should be proud of our¬ 
selves for caring for it and pro¬ 
tecting it,” he said. “That shows 
that if we put our mind to it, we 
can stop the extinction crisis.” 
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US highway 
fatalities 
down in 18 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — Traffic deaths in the U.S. fell slight¬ 
ly in 2018 for the second straight year, the govern¬ 
ment’s road safety agency said Tuesday. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administra¬ 
tion attributed the 2.4% drop partially to technology 
in newer vehicles that can prevent crashes. A total 
of 36,560 people died on the nation’s roads last year, 
the latest full-year statistics available. 

The agency said the downward trend is continu¬ 
ing into 2019. First-half estimates show fatalities 
down 3.4%. 

“This is encouraging news, but still far too many 
perished or were injured, and nearly all crashes are 
preventable, so much more work remains to be done 
to make America’s roads safer for everyone,” Trans¬ 
portation Secretary Elaine Chao, whose department 
oversees the NHTSA, said in a statement. 

The overall declines in 2017 and 2018 came after 
two years of large increases blamed on people driv¬ 
ing more as the economy improved. 

But pedestrian deaths rose 3.4%, and the num¬ 
ber of people killed on bicycles and other pedaled 
vehicles went up 6.3%. People killed in large-truck 
crashes rose just under 1%. 

The agency reported 6,283 pedestrian deaths, the 
highest total in 28 years, according to Consumer 
Reports, which said pedestrian fatalities have risen 
about 53% since 2009. 

NHTSA said alcohol-impaired fatalities dropped 
3.6% in 2018, while fatalities attributed to speed¬ 
ing fell 5.7%. Motorcycle deaths declined 4.7%, the 
agency said. 

Most of the pedestrian deaths, 76%, and half the 
bicyclist deaths occurred after dark, and some pe¬ 
destrians and cyclists had some alcohol in their 
systems. Seventy-four percent of the pedestrian 
deaths occurred outside of intersections, the agency 
reported. 

NHTSA also said it would look into the increase 
in SUVs as a factor in the increases. SUVs sit taller 
than cars, which can make it more difficult for driv¬ 
ers to see pedestrians and cyclists. 

The agency said in a statement that it’s also study¬ 
ing changes in its five-star crash assessment pro¬ 
gram and will consider including new technologies 
such as pedestrian detection systems. It’s also work¬ 
ing with the Federal Highway Administration to re¬ 
duce bicycle and pedestrian deaths. 

“This is an epidemic of preventable deaths,” said 
Jake Fisher, senior director of auto testing for Con¬ 
sumer Reports. “We need to double down to figure 
out how to achieve better pedestrian detection and 
more widespread adoption.” 

The agency said the number of deaths in crashes 
with distracted drivers hit 2,841 in 2018, or 7.8% of 
total traffic deaths. But the 2018 number is down 
12.4% from 2017, according to the agency. 

The Truck Safety Coalition, an advocacy group, 
said crashes involving at least one large truck killed 
4,951 people last year. In a statement, the group 
said fatalities involving large trucks have increased 
46.5% in the past decade, yet the administration of 
President Donald Trump has pushed for proposals 
that would make it easier for truck drivers to work 
17-hour days, and to remove a 30-minute break 
requirement for truck drivers after eight hours of 
work. 

At the same time, the Transportation Depart¬ 
ment hasn’t done anything to advance safety rules 
that would require automatic emergency braking or 
electronic speed limiters for big rigs, the statement 
said. 



C&G Partners/AP 


This artist’s rendering shows the exhibit “Revealed: The Hunt for Bin Laden” at the National September 11 Memorial & 
Museum in New York. Opening Nov. 15, the exhibit includes newly declassified U.S. government artifacts from the search 
for Osama bin Laden. 


Exhibit follows trail to bin Laden 


By Verena Dobnik 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Declassified U.S. gov¬ 
ernment documents and artifacts are 
part of a new exhibit on the decadelong 
search for Osama bin Laden at the site 
of the New York terrorist attack. 

“Revealed: The Hunt for Bin Laden,” 
opening Nov. 15 at the National Septem¬ 
ber 11 Memorial & Museum, is a multi- 
media account of the mission that ended 
with bin Laden’s death in Pakistan in 
2011. 

The exhibit presents the hunt for 
bin Laden as a sort of whodunit come 
alive with graphics, videos and the 
voices of the protagonists, from intelli¬ 
gence agents, former President Barack 
Obama and members of the U.S. Navy 
SEALS team that raided bin Laden’s 
home and shot and killed him. 

“We began to think of it as a crime 
story, albeit a horrific one at a huge 
scale,” the design firm. New York-based 
C&G Partners, said in a statement. “The 
exhibit is built of tall angled ‘shards’ of 


raw plywood, no two alike, which can 
be positioned to evoke a mountain can¬ 
yon, military field office or residential 
compound.” 

Photos show the scenes of the search, 
from caves to a wild mountain range 
in Afghanistan where bin Laden was 
believed to have been hiding. He was 
under protection of the Taliban that is¬ 
sued al-Qaida members passports al¬ 
lowing them to move around freely. One 
of those passports will be displayed. 

In other images, American military 
personnel huddle in strategy sessions 
and outside on terrain being searched. 
Visitors will see trunks containing items 
gathered during various U.S. raids of al- 
Qaida locations that might have yielded 
evidence of bin Laden’s whereabouts. 

One pre-9/11 U.S. intelligence docu¬ 
ment states, “Bin Laden Determined to 
Strike in US.” 

The presentation does not whitewash 
failures, titling one section “Gains and 
Setbacks.” 

The exhibit details the failure to 
catch bin Laden before he fled Afghani¬ 


stan. One artifact on display from his 
al-Qaida training camp there is a blue 
wall fragment seen in propaganda vid¬ 
eos featuring bin Laden. 

After he disappeared, law enforce¬ 
ment experts and members of military 
and civilian anti-terrorism units de¬ 
scribe how they hunted down al-Qaida 
followers working to hide him. Finally, 
members of Navy SEAL Team 6 ex¬ 
plain, in their own words, how they acted 
on a tip that led them to descend on his 
compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan, as 
Obama and his Cabinet watched from 
the White House. 

The exhibit includes images and a 
model of the home where bin Laden was 
shot to death in his bedroom. 

The 9/11 museum is a nonprofit lo¬ 
cated on the 16-acre trade center site 
where more than 2,700 people died and 
are memorialized with two reflecting 
pools in the footprints of the fallen twin 
towers. The museum’s collection in¬ 
cludes more than 60,000 items that tell 
intimate stories linked to the attacks 
and its aftermath. 


Man charged in church shooting 
accused of assault on his lawyer 


Associated Press 

CONCORD, N.H. — A man charged 
with attempted murder in a church 
shooting attacked his public defender 
during a jailhouse meeting, sending the 
man to intensive care with severe head 
injuries and no memory of the beat¬ 
ing, according to documents released 
Tuesday. 

Dale Holloway, 37, of Manchester, 
assaulted public defender Michael Da- 
vidow on Monday morning at the Val¬ 
ley Street jail in Manchester, N.H., the 
documents said. 

No one saw the assault because the 
two men were in an unmonitored inter¬ 
view room, and the closest officer was 
at a desk facing away from the room, ac¬ 
cording to jail officials. 

Attorneys generally turn the lights on 
and off or tap the glass to get the officer’s 
attention when a meeting ends, officials 
told police. In this case, the officer 
heard a knock and turned to see Hollo¬ 
way standing up and Davidow seated at 


the table, with his hands over his face 
and blood dripping onto the floor. 

During the ambulance ride, Davidow 
told paramedics he was a public defend¬ 
er but didn’t remember going to work, 
and he was unable to answer questions 
about the year or time of day. At the hos¬ 
pital, he said he remembered putting 
his phone and keys into a locker at the 
jail before his meeting with Holloway, 
and then waking up in the ambulance. 

The lawyer, who suffered a bro¬ 
ken nose, a stroke caused by bleeding 
around the brain and other injuries, 
also told police that a previous meet¬ 
ing with Holloway hadn’t gone well, and 
that Holloway did not want him as his 
lawyer. 

At his arraignment Tuesday in the 
beating case, Holloway denied assault¬ 
ing Davidow and said he got the atten¬ 
tion of the officer after noticing the 
attorney had a nosebleed, WMUR-TV 
reported. 

The public defender’s office has with¬ 
drawn from the case. 



David Lane, The (Manchester, N.H.) 

Union Leader/AP 

Dale Holloway is arraigned on 
assault charges by video Tuesday at 
Hillsborough County Superior Court in 
Manchester, N.H. 

Holloway pleaded not guilty last week 
to attempted murder, assault and being 
a convicted felon in possession of a fire¬ 
arm after being accused of wounding a 
pastor and bride during a wedding Oct. 
12 at the New England Pentecostal Min¬ 
istries in Pelham. 

Stanley Choate, 75, the presiding 
bishop, was shot in the chest. Claire Mc¬ 
Mullen, 60, was shot in the arm. 
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Evolving ballistics 
database helps 
crack gun cases 



John L. Mone/AP 


Yvonne Ferguson-Smith holds a photo of her deceased son, Kenneth 
Roberson, in August at her home in Missouri City, Texas. Roberson 
was killed in a 2018 drive-by shooting that police believe they 
solved using a bullet image database. 


By Juan A. Lozano 
AND John L. Mone 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Kenneth Rober¬ 
son’s lyrics chronicled the gang 
violence he saw in his hometown 
of Houston. 

“Momma’s crying, son is dying 
on this crime scene,” he rapped. 

Those words became pro¬ 
phetic as the aspiring artist was 
killed during a September 2018 
drive-by shooting that left his 
mother, Yvonne Ferguson-Smith, 
heartbroken. 

“I don’t know how to move on,” 
said Ferguson-Smith, who has 
started a nonprofit group called 
TEARS to help grieving mothers. 
“It’s like he was speaking (in his 
songs) on his own death.” 

Roberson’s killing, which had 
no witnesses, might have gone 
unsolved if not for a federal bal¬ 
listics database that linked the 24- 
year-old’s death to a series of fatal 
shootings that seem unconnected 
but that authorities say are part of 
an ongoing gang war in Houston 
that’s claimed more than 60 lives 
in the past six years. 

The National Integrated Bal¬ 
listic Information Network, or 
NIBIN, is a database of scanned 
bullet casings that has been 
around for two decades but in 
recent years has evolved from a 
purely forensic tool to one that 
generates leads for investigators. 
While it has been successful in 
cities like Houston, the network 
still faces challenges, including 
questions about the accuracy of 
the science behind it and whether 
it’s being fully utilized by local 
agencies. 

Harris County District Attor¬ 


ney Kim Ogg said the database is 
invaluable. 

“NIBIN is how many of the 
(Houston) shootings were con¬ 
nected. Once it was brought to 
me, it was pretty clear this is a 
gang war,” Ogg said. 

Authorities say the shootings 
are part of a battle between two 
gangs: the 100 Percent Third 
Ward, or 103, and the Young Scott 
Block, or YSB. The conflict has 
claimed the lives of gang mem¬ 
bers and others, including an 8- 
year-old boy. 

Bullet casings recovered at 
crime scenes or test-fired from 
confiscated weapons are scanned 
at computer stations and images 
are uploaded to the database, 
managed by the Bureau of Alco¬ 
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex¬ 
plosives, or ATE The database 
looks for possible matches with 
other bullet casings that have sim¬ 
ilar marks indicating they were 
fired from the same weapon. 

Authorities can use potential 
matches to pursue leads from 
other cases not previously known 
to them. Those leads can be in¬ 
vestigated much more quickly 
than confirmed hits — informa¬ 
tion that must be verified by a 
firearms examiner and can take 
longer to complete. 

“It takes cases that otherwise 
have gone unsolved ... and it 
breathes new life into them,” said 
Fred Milanowski, special agent 
in charge of the ATF’s Houston 
office. 

Authorities say the database 
helped Houston police connect 
casings from Roberson’s shoot¬ 
ing, along with casings from two 
fatal shootings in November 2018, 
to one individual who remains 


jailed and is a suspect in four 
other killings. 

Police say Roberson appeared 
to have been affiliated with the 
YSB gang. Ferguson-Smith said 
she doesn’t believe her son was 
in a gang, but that he knew gang 
members and might have been 
killed because of that. 

Ogg said gang-related cases 
can be difficult to prosecute be¬ 
cause witness testimony can be 
an issue. 

“So objective evidence that 
doesn’t require personal tes¬ 
timony ... it’s a benefit to us as 
prosecutors; it’s a benefit to the 
community,” Ogg said. 

NIBIN has helped Houston au¬ 
thorities make arrests in other 
crimes as well. 

Levi Byrd said he was riding 
his horse. Freedom, in Novem¬ 
ber 2016 through a partly rural 
neighborhood in south Houston 


when someone in a truck shot 
five times at him and his horse. 
Freedom was hit twice, dying 
instantly. 

A 9 mm handgun seized two 
months later at a drug house was 
matched with shell casings found 
next to Freedom. A suspect was 
arrested and sentenced to 22 
years in prison. 

“Freedom was family,” Byrd 
said. “For them to catch the killer, 
I felt justice was served.” 

In fiscal year 2019, NIBIN 
helped solve 68 shootings and 
lead to 36 arrests in the Houston 
area, while also resulting in 122 
solved shootings and 95 arrests 
in San Antonio, according to the 
ATE 

The agency said that since 
March 2018, the database has 
played a critical role in an ar¬ 
rest or prosecution in 754 cases 
nationwide. 

There are 215 NIBIN sites 
in 42 states around the country 
that have worked with more than 
5,700 law enforcement agencies. 

A 2017 report by the Police 
Executive Research Forum high¬ 
lighted ATF-led task forces in 
Chicago, Denver and Milwaukee 
that use NIBIN. It found that 
while those cities continue to face 
“serious challenges with gun vio¬ 
lence,” the task forces “are an in¬ 
novative and promising approach 
for enhancing the investigation 
of gun crimes and identifying 
offenders.” 

For the Fort Bend County 
Sheriff’s Office, which patrols 
parts of suburban Houston, 
NIBIN is worth the extra work it 
takes to scan bullet casings into 
the database while also respond¬ 
ing to calls and processing other 
evidence. 

“Finding a casing for us, I look 
at it as better than finding a fin¬ 
gerprint,” said Dominic Sodolak, 
a crime scene investigator with 
the sheriff’s office. 


Political 
lines stark at 
hearing on 
2020 election 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A congres¬ 
sional hearing on election secu¬ 
rity broke along stark political 
lines Tuesday, highlighting the 
difficulties in getting lawmakers 
to address the threat outlined by 
federal officials who have warned 
that Russia and other adversar¬ 
ies are looking to interfere in the 
2020 election and illicitly shape 
voter opinion. 

The divide was on display at 
a House Judiciary Committee 
hearing, which also underscored 
the absence of bipartisan con¬ 
sensus about the foreign threat to 
American voting and about how 
best to safeguard the country’s 
election system heading into next 
year’s vote. 

Democrats largely confined 
their questioning to the ambitions 
and capabilities of foreign gov¬ 
ernments and pressed federal of¬ 
ficials about whether they had the 
resources they need to prepare 
for and respond to any potential 
problems. 

Multiple Republicans, on the 
other hand, used the hearing to 
call into question the integrity 
of the FBI, rail against House 
Democrats’ ongoing impeach¬ 
ment inquiry against President 
Donald Trump and even advance 
unproven theories pushed by 
the president that Ukraine may 
somehow have interfered in the 
2016 US. presidential election. 

Several brought up Peter 
Strzok, the agent fired last year 
for derogatory text messages 
about Trump that he sent while 
helping lead the investigation 
into ties between Russia and the 
Trump campaign. 

“Would you agree that the FBI’s 
reputation was significantly dam¬ 
aged by political bias against the 
president. President Trump spe¬ 
cifically, that was exhibited by a 
number of top-level officials in 
your organization?” Rep. Steve 
Chabot, an Ohio Republican, 
asked Nikki Floris, an FBI deputy 
assistant director in the counter¬ 
intelligence division. 

“Sir, I’m not going to comment 
on any damage or lack of damage 
to our reputation. Thank you,” 
Floris replied. 

Chabot shot back: “OK. Well, 
I’ll answer it: It really was.” 

The hearing featured the testi¬ 
mony of witnesses from agencies 
including the FBI, Justice De¬ 
partment and Homeland Security 
Department. 

Though the discussion was os¬ 
tensibly about election security 
ahead of next year’s vote, it was 
also impossible to untangle it 
from contemporary pohtics and 
the impeachment inquiry. 

At one point. Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler, D-N.Y, the committee 
chairman, asked the four wit¬ 
nesses if they believed that it 
was appropriate for an American 
president to ask a foreign govern¬ 
ment to investigate a political 
rival. Three of the four govern¬ 
ment witnesses answered “no.” 



Juan Lozano/AP 


Fort Bend County SherifPs Office crime scene investigator Dominic Sodolak examines a bullet casing 
in July in his Richmond, Texas, office, from ammunition that was test-fired from a handgun confiscated 
during a drug arrest. Images of the casing would later be uploaded to a federal ballistics database. 
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Hong Kong formally withdraws extradition bill 


Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong authorities 
on Wednesday withdrew an unpopular ex¬ 
tradition bill that sparked months of chaot¬ 
ic protests that have since morphed into a 
campaign for greater democratic change. 

Secretary for Security John Lee told the 
semi-autonomous Chinese city’s legisla¬ 
ture that the government had suspended 
the bill because it had resulted in “con¬ 
flicts in society.” 

In order to clearly spell out the govern¬ 
ment’s position, “I formally announce 
the withdrawal of the bill,” Lee told 
lawmakers. 

Pro-democracy lawmakers immediate¬ 


ly tried to question him but he refused to 
respond. 

There are no signs that the withdrawal 
of the bill would dampen the protests, now 
in their fifth month. 

The rallies have snowballed into the 
city’s biggest political crisis in decades, 
expanding to demands for universal suf¬ 
frage and an investigation into allegations 
of police abuses, most recently including 
the spraying of a mosque and bystanders 
with high-pressure blue-dyed water from 
an urban assault vehicle. 

The long-expected scrapping of the bill 
was overshadowed by the drama surround¬ 
ing the release from a Hong Kong prison of 
the murder suspect at the heart of the ex¬ 


tradition case controversy. 

Chan Tong-kai, who completed a sepa¬ 
rate sentence for money laundering, told 
reporters after his release that he wished 
to turn himself in to authorities in Taiwan, 
where he’s wanted for killing his pregnant 
girlfriend, Poon Hiu-wing. 

Taiwan announced Tuesday it was will¬ 
ing to send a delegation to bring Chan back 
to the self-ruled island for trial, but Hong 
Kong rejected the offer, saying the suspect 
should be allowed to fly unaccompanied to 
turn himself in. 

The controversy is rooted in the unwill¬ 
ingness of Hong Kong to recognize the 
legitimacy of the legal bodies in Taiwan, 
which communist leaders in Beijing con¬ 


sider a breakaway province. 

China has refused all contact with the 
administration of Taiwan’s directly elect¬ 
ed President Tsai Ing-wen over her refusal 
to endorse Beijing’s stance that the island 
is Chinese territory awaiting annexation. 
That appears to have compelled Hong 
Kong to reject cooperation with Taiwan 
over Taipei’s insistence on a “mutual legal 
assistance” deal with Hong Kong that 
would require their institutions to deal 
with each other on an equal basis. 

Tsai weighed in Wednesday on the Chan 
case, emphasizing that although both the 
alleged perpetrator and the victim are 
from Hong Kong, Taiwan was willing to 
put Chan on trial if Hong Kong doesn’t. 


39 people found dead 
in truck container in 
southeastern England 



Korean Central News Agency, Korea News Service/AP 


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, left, visits the Diamond Mountain resort in Kumgang, North Korea. 
Kim has ordered that tourist facilities built there by South Korea be destroyed. 

Kim orders South Korean buildings at 
mountain resort in North be destroyed 


By Kim Tong-Hyung 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un or¬ 
dered the destruction of South 
Korean-made hotels and other 
tourist facilities at the North’s 
Diamond Mountain resort, ap¬ 
parently because Seoul won’t 
defy international sanctions and 
resume South Korean tours at the 
site. 

Pyongyang’s official Kore¬ 
an Central News Agency said 
Wednesday that Kim had visited 
the resort and described its facili¬ 
ties as “shabby” and lacking na¬ 
tional character. The report said 
Kim criticized North Korea’s pol¬ 
icies pushed under his late father 
as too dependent on the South and 
vowed that the North would rede¬ 
velop the site on its own. 

Kim’s comments came during a 
prolonged freeze in relations with 
Seoul and are a mqjor setback to 
liberal South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in, who met Kim three 


times last year while expressing 
ambitions to reboot inter-Korean 
economic engagement. 

The prospects for that have 
dimmed amid a standstill in nu¬ 
clear negotiations between Wash¬ 
ington and Pyongyang, which 
faltered after the collapse of a 
February summit between Kim 
and President Donald Trump 
where the Americans rejected 
the North’s demands for broad 
sanctions relief in exchange for 
a partial surrender of its nuclear 
capabilities. 

The United States and North 
Korea resumed working-level 
discussions in Sweden earlier this 
month, but the talks broke down 
amid acrimony. 

South Korean officials held 
back direct criticism of Kim’s re¬ 
marks, saying they need to take a 
closer look at the North’s intent. 

Lee Sang-min, spokesman of 
Seoul’s Unification Ministry, said 
the South will “actively defend 
the property rights of our people” 
and plans to accept any proposed 


talks by North Korea over the 
facilities. 

He didn’t offer a specific an¬ 
swer when asked whether the 
South could do anything to stop 
the North if it begins to tear down 
the facilities unilaterally. 

Experts say it wasn’t immedi¬ 
ately clear whether North Korea 
is really intending to indepen¬ 
dently develop tourism at Dia¬ 
mond Mountain or trying to dial 
up pressure on the South to re¬ 
start the tours and upgrade the 
aging facilities. 

Tours to Diamond Mountain 
were a mqjor symbol of coopera¬ 
tion between the Koreas before 
the South suspended them in 
2008 after a North Korean guard 
fatally shot a South Korean tour¬ 
ist there. 

Seoul can’t restart inter-Korean 
economic activities without defy¬ 
ing U.S.-led international sanc¬ 
tions against Pyongyang, which 
have been strengthened since 
2016 when the North began speed¬ 
ing up its nuclear development. 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Police in south¬ 
eastern England said 39 people 
were found dead Wednesday in¬ 
side a large cargo truck believed 
to have come from Bulgaria. 

The truck, which is said to have 
entered Britain via the Welsh 
port of Holyhead on Saturday, 
was found by ambulance workers 
at Waterglade Industrial Park in 
Grays, a town just by the River 
Thames around 25 miles east of 
central London. 

“This is a tragic incident where 
a large number of people have 
lost their lives. Our enquiries 
are ongoing to establish what has 
happened,” Essex Police Chief 
Superintendent Andrew Mariner 
said. 

“We are in the process of iden¬ 
tifying the victims,” he said. 
“However, I anticipate that this 
could be a lengthy process.” 

A 25-year-old-man from North¬ 
ern Ireland who was driving the 
truck has been arrested on sus¬ 
picion of murder. He remains in 
custody. He has not been charged 
or identified. 

A cordon has been put in place 
and access to and from the indus¬ 
trial park remains closed. 


“We are working with Thur¬ 
rock Council (the local authority) 
to mitigate against any impact 
our investigation scene will have 
locally.” Mariner said. 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
pledged in a tweet to work closely 
with Essex Police to establish ex¬ 
actly what happened. 

“My thoughts are with all those 
who lost their lives & their loved 
ones,” he said. 

Police have not formally linked 
the deaths to people trafficking but 
a link is assumed because of the 
way the victims were crammed 
into the truck container. 

The tragedy recalls the death 
of 58 migrants in 2000 in a truck 
in Dover and the deaths in 2015 of 
71 migrants from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan found suffocated in 
the back of a refrigerated truck 
abandoned in the emergency 
lane of a highway near Parndorf, 
Austria, close to the Hungarian 
border. 

Smaller numbers of migrants 
have occasionally been found 
dead in trucks in Britain in recent 
years. 

Bulgarian authorities said 
they could not yet confirm that 
the truck had started its journey 
from Bulgaria. 
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In Mexico, avocados 
bring income, cartels 



Marco Ugarte/AP 


A farmhand harvests avocados at an orchard near Ziracuaretiro, Michoacan state, 
Mexico. The region’s avocado boom has brought a list of problems, including 
extortion, cartels and thefts. 


By Mark Stevenson 
Associated Press 

SAN JUAN PARANGARICUTIRO, 
Mexico — Small-scale avocado growers 
armed with AR-15 rifles take turns man¬ 
ning a vigilante checkpoint to guard against 
thieves and drug cartel extortionists in this 
town in Michoacan state, the heartland of 
world production of the fruit locals call 
“green gold.” 

The region’s avocado boom, fueled by 
soaring US. consumption, has raised parts 
of western Mexico out of poverty in just 10 
years. But the scent of money has drawn 
gangs and hyper-violent cartels that have 
hung bodies from bridges and cowed police 
forces, and the rising violence is threaten¬ 
ing the newfound prosperity. A recent U.S. 
warning that it could withdraw orchard in¬ 
spectors sent a shiver through the $2.4 bil- 
lion-a-year export industry. 

Some growers are taking up arms. At the 
checkpoint in San Juan Parangaricutiro, 
the vigilantes are calm but attentive. They 
say their crop is worth fighting for. 

“If it wasn’t for avocados, I would have to 
leave to find work, maybe go to the United 
States or somewhere else,” said one of the 
guards, Pedro de la Guante, whose small 
avocado orchard earns him far more than 
he would get from any other legal — or il¬ 
legal — crop. 

While Mexican avocado growers have for 
years lived in fear of assaults and shake- 
downs, the situation went international in 
mid-August when a U.S. Department of Ag¬ 
riculture team of inspectors was “directly 


threatened” in Ziracuaretiro, a town just 
west of Uruapan in Michoacan. While the 
agency didn’t specify what happened, local 
authorities say a gang robbed the truck the 
inspectors were traveling in at gunpoint. 

“For future situations that result in a se¬ 
curity breach, or demonstrate an imminent 
physical threat to the well-being of APHIS 
personnel, we will immediately suspend 
program activities,” the USDA wrote in a 
letter, referring to the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service. 

Such a move could block shipments and 
devastate the industry that supplies U.S. 
consumers hungry for guacamole and avo¬ 
cado toast. It was only in 1997 that the U.S. 
lifted a ban on Mexican avocados that had 
been in place since 1914 to prevent a range 
of weevils, scabs and pests from entering 
U.S. orchards. 

The police chief in a town in western 
Mexico’s avocado belt describes what life 
is like living with the Viagras cartel. The 
chief asked that his name not be used. The 
Viagras are so thoroughly present that he 
doesn’t venture into nearby Uruapan with¬ 
out a phalanx of armed bodyguards. The 
Michoacan-based cartel derives its unusu¬ 
al name from their founders’ habit of comb¬ 
ing so much gel into their hair that it stands 
up on end. 

“They’ve done everything — extortions, 
protection payments. They’ve flown drones 
over us,” said the chief. “They come in and 
want to set up (drug) laboratories in the 
orchards.” 

The Viagras are now also the hunted. 


The vicious Jalisco New Generation cartel 
is trying to move into Michoacan on several 
fronts. In August, the cartel hung nine bod¬ 
ies from an overpass in Uruapan and left 10 
more corpses hacked up or dumped by the 
road. On the overpass they hung a banner 
reading, “Be a Patriot, Kill a Viagra.” 

As in much of Michoacan, the violence is 
largely hidden by a wave of apparent pros¬ 
perity brought by fruit. Miles of chain-link 
fencing enclose seemingly endless groves 
of avocado trees with limbs hanging heavy 
with the harvest. New packing plants seem¬ 
ingly go up overnight. 

But Hipolito Mora, who founded the 


state’s civilian armed self-defense move¬ 
ment in 2013, said appearances are de¬ 
ceptive. The new fruit packing plants had 
already been robbed at gunpoint three 
times in one week by thieves who appar¬ 
ently knew exactly when they would have 
cash on hand to pay farmers. 

“If the business owners were to close 
their plants, the region’s economy would 
come crashing down,” said Mora, who is 
also a lime grower. 

Mexico supplies about 43% of world avo¬ 
cado exports, almost all from Michoacan. 
The USDA has a near-permanent delega¬ 
tion of inspectors posted in Mexico. 


Extremist attacks intensify at West African border 


By Carley Petesch 
Associated Press 

DAKAR, Senegal — Assaya 
Ngweba says Islamic extremists 
transformed his once-peaceful 
village in Burkina Faso, near the 
border with Mali, into “a place of 
misfortune and death.” 

Now the 78-year-old is among 
half a million people who have 
fled the area this year as the ex¬ 
tremists linked to al-Qaida and 
Islamic State increase attacks 
and expand their range in West 
Africa. Concerted military ac¬ 
tions by five regional countries, 
along with a French operation, 
have failed to stem the violence. 


The border between Burkina 
Faso and Mali is the latest flash¬ 
point in the vast, arid Sahel region 
that stretches across Africa south 
of the Sahara Desert. In the past 
week at least 19 civilians have 
been killed by suspected extrem¬ 
ists in Burkina Faso’s north. 

The extremists have launched 
deadly assaults against the re¬ 
gional G5 Sahel counterterrorism 
force set up in 2017 with soldiers 
from Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, 
Mauritania and Niger. 

The worst occurred this month 
when al-Qaida-linked fighters at¬ 
tacked two army bases in central 
Mali, killing at least 38 soldiers, 
with more than a dozen missing. 


The attack in Boulikessi “was 
devastating for the military in 
terms of morale and strategic 
impact because it laid bare the 
jihadists’ strength in that cru¬ 
cial border region which is a 
bridge to Islamist expansion fur¬ 
ther south,” said Human Rights 
Watch’s West Africa associate di¬ 
rector, Corinne Dufka. 

“Stopping atrocities in Mali 
and Burkina Faso are a key place 
to start for the international com¬ 
munity in rethinking the strategy 
in the Sahel,” Dufka said. 

While Burkina Faso’s secu¬ 
rity forces are accused of being 
heavy-handed, Mali’s government 
might not be taking the increase 


in attacks seriously enough, said 
Judd Devermont, Africa program 
director with the Center for Stra¬ 
tegic and International Studies. 

Mali’s government should bet¬ 
ter address the drivers of instabil¬ 
ity, he said, but instead of sending 
more development and education 
resources to affected areas, it 
prefers to focus on the more heav¬ 
ily populated south. 

Even in the capital, Bamako, 
protests have emerged as people 
accuse the government of not 
doing enough to stop extremist at¬ 
tacks. Families of Malian soldiers 
protested this month as loved 
ones demand better equipment 
and training for the front lines. 


A recent regional conference in 
Burkina Faso sought greater mo¬ 
bilization by West African states 
to help fight extremism. President 
Roch March Christian Kabore 
stressed that both military opera¬ 
tions and sustainable economies 
are needed in the long run. 

The coordinator of a civil soci¬ 
ety group, the Popular Movement 
for Resistance, suggested that 
local defense groups should form 
as security forces fail to stop the 
extremists. 

“Instead of fleeing from vil¬ 
lage to village, from province to 
province and to Ouagadougou, 
we will not move anymore,” Aly 
Nana said. 


Putin aims to boost Moscow’s clout with Russia-Africa summit 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin hosted doz¬ 
ens of leaders of African nations 
Wednesday for the first Rus¬ 
sia-Africa summit, reflecting 
Moscow’s new push to expand its 
clout on the continent. 

Putin met with Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi be¬ 
fore the two leaders opened an 
economic meeting with heads of 


state, top officials and business¬ 
men. The two-day summit is at¬ 
tended by leaders of 43 of the 
continent’s 54 countries, with the 
other nations represented by se¬ 
nior officials. 

Putin said Russia’s annual trade 
with African nations doubled in 
the last five years to exceed $20 
billion. He noted that “it’s clearly 
not enough,” adding that Russia’s 
trade with Egypt accounts for 


about 40%. 

El-Sissi in his speech encour¬ 
aged Russian companies to ex¬ 
pand their investment in Africa. 
“There is an opportune moment 
for that now,” he said. 

Russia has worked methodi¬ 
cally in recent years to expand 
its influence in Africa, taking 
advantage of the seemingly wan¬ 
ing U.S. interest in the continent 
under President Donald Trump’s 


administration. 

Moscow has sought to revive 
relationships forged during the 
Cold War, when it poured funds 
and weapons into Africa in rival¬ 
ry with the U.S., and has worked 
to cultivate new ties such as rela¬ 
tions with South Africa. 

Putin noted that Moscow has 
written off $20 billion in debt 

— he did not say over what period 

— and provided aid to African na¬ 


tions. He said Russia is willing to 
expand trade, help tap natural re¬ 
sources and offer its technologies 
to the continent. 

“There are many potential 
partners in Africa with good per¬ 
spectives and an enormous po¬ 
tential for growth,” the Russian 
president said. 

“In the next four to five years 
we could again double our trade 
as a minimum.” 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


Chris O’Meara/AP 


The great escape 


Steve Platt, a supervisor at the Lakeland Parks and Recreation Department, reaches for a swan during the 39th annual swan roundup on 
Lake Morton in Lakeland, Fla., on Tuesday. The city’s parks and recreation department catches all the swans so they can undei^o health 
examinations before being released back into the lake. 

THE CENSUS 


47 


I The approximate weight in pounds of a muskie caught in St. 
Paul, Minn., for a new catch-and-release record. The Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources said the 57 Vi-inch muskie was 
caught by Corey Kitzmann in August. The prior muskellunge record 
was just shy of 57 inches and was caught on Pelican Lake in Otter 
Tail County in 2016. Kitzmann said it wasn’t until the fish made its way to the side 
of his boat that he realized he had “a true giant." 


Woman breaks into 
home, takes toilet paper 

CHARLOTTE — A 
foul-mouthed toilet tis¬ 
sue thief was caught red-handed 
in North Carolina after she alleg¬ 
edly broke into a home, cursed 
the owner, then fled with his toi¬ 
let paper, according to the Iredell 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Investigators identified the sus¬ 
pect as Sarah Noel Davis, 34. She 
was charged with felony breaking 
and entering and felony larceny 
after breaking and entering, a 
news release said. 

“The victim advised the depu¬ 
ties Davis walked into his home, 
and started cussing him. She then 
walked (past) him, and removed 
a roll of toilet paper,” the news re¬ 
lease said. 

Man seen atop car 
has 1 charge dropped 

TKI NASHVILLE—A Ten- 
I nessee judge dropped 
a charge against a man accused 
of riding for 20 miles atop a car 
driving down an interstate at high 
speeds. 

Ronnie Sellars, 31, no longer 
faces a “clinging to a vehicle” 
charge in Wilson County, but 
disorderly conduct charges are 
still pending in neighboring Da¬ 
vidson County, The Tennessean 
reported. 

The district attorney’s of¬ 
fice said Judge Haywood Barry 
ruled that the language of the law 
doesn’t match what Sellars was 
accused of doing. 

Sellars was arrested in Septem¬ 
ber after a joyride during which 
witnesses recorded him sitting, 
lying, smiling and waving from 
atop a four-door sedan. 

Police: Unarmed man in 
monkey mask robs bank 

«AfW BECKLEY — Police 
wW w in West Virginia were 
searching for a man they said 
robbed a bank while wearing a 
monkey mask. 

Beckley police Lt. David Allard 
told The Register-Herald that the 
man was unarmed when he en¬ 
tered the City National Bank in a 
hoodie and mask. Allard said the 
man handed a note detailing his 
demands to a clerk, who complied 
and provided the man with an un¬ 
disclosed amount of cash. 

He said witnesses reported 
seeing the robber flee the scene 
on a bicycle that was later found 
abandoned. The mask and pieces 
of the robber’s clothing also were 
found discarded. 

SWAT team chasing 
suspect breaks up party 

KIM ALBUQUERQUE — 
ITI A SWAT team look¬ 
ing for a suspected accomplice in 
a forged-check case was forced to 
break up a birthday party for an 
8-year-old Albuquerque boy. 

KOAT-TV reported the armed 
SWAT team surrounded Chris¬ 
tina Rain’s home as she held a 
birthday gathering for her son. 

A suspect had fled police from 
a Walmart and eventually barri¬ 
cade himself in the storage shed 
in Rain’s backyard. 


Police ordered Rain and the 
rest of the partygoers out of the 
house and to a nearby park. 

Authorities said the man was 
taken into custody. 

Man admits stealing 
toothpaste formula 

ly I NEWARK —A New Jer- 
ITIJ sey man pleaded guilty 
to scheming to steal his employ¬ 
er’s proprietary toothpaste for¬ 
mula to sell overseas. 

Muamer Reci pleaded guilty 
to one count of wire fraud con¬ 
spiracy. He’s scheduled to be sen¬ 
tenced in February. 

The US. attorney’s office said 
the 57-year-old Haskell resident 
conspired with others to set up a 
company in Macedonia to manu¬ 
facture and sell a toothpaste 
named Eurodent using Reci’s 
employer’s formulas. 

Reci allegedly sent emails to 
someone at the overseas compa¬ 
ny that included attachments of 
different formulas stolen from his 
company as well as proprietary 
laboratory procedures. 

Man takes ambulance 
to escape torture 

^■J LEBANON — Police 
in Ohio said a man ac¬ 
cused of stealing an ambulance 
from a fire department told them 
he escaped in it after being held 
against his will and tortured for 


days at a nearby residence. 

Clearcreek Township police 
said the ambulance was taken 
from a township fire station and 
found at a Dayton hospital where 
a 22-year-old Cincinnati man was 
being treated for injuries. 

A police news release said the 
Cincinnati man said he had been 
“held against his will” at a resi¬ 
dence across from the fire station 
and escaped in the ambulance. 

Police said Christopher Ed¬ 
wards, 38, who lived at the resi¬ 
dence where the man said he was 
held, was arrested on felonious 
assault and kidnapping charges. 

Sheriff: Crop heists are 
‘major league operation’ 

||M I DETROIT — Authori- 
I w 11 ties said a “well-or¬ 
ganized machine” of thieves 
appears to be behind the theft of 
tons of apples and pumpkins from 
orchards and farms in Michigan 
and Indiana. 

An estimated 7,000 pounds of 
apples were discovered missing 


from Spicer Orchards in Fenton 
during the same week that 1,000 
pumpkins were pilfered from 
McCallum’s Orchard in Jeddo. 
There were also 50,000 apples 
reportedly stolen from Williams 
Orchard in LaPorte County, Ind., 
just south of the state line. 

Genesee County Sheriff Rob¬ 
ert Pickell told the Detroit Free 
Press on Monday that investiga¬ 
tors do not have any suspects, 
but he called the heists “a m^or 
league operation.” 

Police: Man arrested 
on 10th DWI charge 

I A RACELAND — Loui- 
siana State Police said 
a man was arrested for driving 
while under the influence for the 
10th time. 

The Houma Courier report¬ 
ed Jessie Joseph III, 34, was 
charged with DWI, driving with a 
suspended license, speeding and 
having an open alcohol container. 

Senior Trooper Jesse La- 
Grange said a trooper clocked 


Joseph going 89 mph in a 70 mph 
zone. LaGrange said the trooper 
performed a standard sobriety 
test and Joseph failed. 

If convicted, Joseph could face 
up to 30 years in prison. 

Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s 
spokesman Brennan Matherne 
told The Times-Picayune/The 
New Orleans Advocate in 2015 
that Joseph was arrested on his 
seventh DWI charge, his first in 
Lafourche Parish. Matherne said 
Joseph had six DWI charges in 
California. 

Park’s first monument 
honoring women OK’d 

ly Y new YORK — New 
ItI 1 York City approved a 
Central Park monument featur¬ 
ing — for the first time — accom¬ 
plished women. 

A city commission voted to 
erect the tribute to three civil 
rights pioneers — Susan B. An¬ 
thony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and Sojourner Truth. 

The famous park has 23 stat¬ 
ues of men who left their mark 
on history. There’s not a single fe¬ 
male — unless you count fictional 
characters like Mother Goose and 
Alice in Wonderland. 

Artist Meredith Bergmann’s 
work is to be dedicated next Au¬ 
gust, marking the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of women’s suffrage in the 
United States. 

From wire reports 
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Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 


Writer-director-actor Taika Waititi poses for a portrait to promote his film, “Jojo Rabbit,” at the Fairmont Royal \brk Hotel during the 
Toronto International Film Festival in September. 

‘Jojo Rabbit' director Waititi felt shame dressing as Hitler for movie 


By Marcela Isaza 
Associated Press 

D rawing on his own Jewish heritage and expe¬ 
riences growing up surrounded by prejudice, 
writer-director-actor Taika Waititi was ex¬ 
cited to make a movie against hate through a 
satire of the Nazi culture at the height of WWII, until he 
saw himself dressed as Adolf Hitler for the first time. 
He said he felt “shame and embarrassment.” 

“Jojo Rabbit” tells the story of a boy in the Hitler 
Youth army who discovers that his mother is hiding a 
Jewish girl in their house and things get complicated 
as the boy’s imaginary friend is Hitler himself. Waititi 
plays the imaginary Hitler in the movie, which stars 
Scarlett Johansson, Sam Rockwell and Rebel Wilson, 
among others. 

Wearing a Hitler costume was jarring, but Waititi 
said he eventually “came to the conclusion that it’s not 
Hitler. 

“This character is conjured from the mind of a 10- 
year-old. So, he is a 10-year-old in a grown-up’s body, 
and also one way of me like I think disempowering 
Hitler, was by taking over his body and putting those 
clothes on and taking his mustache and his haircut. And 
then it felt in a way like I had possessed him and then I 
could, I could control him and do whatever I wanted. I 
could be you know; I could be really nice, or I could be 


even more of an idiot. And you know I could be like this 
real kind of clumsy buffoon, and that’s what I enjoy. I 
enjoyed that the most really was like being able to ridi¬ 
cule him from within his clothes, I guess.” 

The root of the film began with the novel “Caging 
Skies” by Christine Leunens. While the book is more 
dramatic, Waititi decided to use that as a base while 
adding comedic elements. 

As troubling as it was for Waititi to see himself 
dressed as Hitler, it was also disturbing for his cast to 
be directed and ordered around by someone wearing a 
Hitler costume. 

Waititi remembers Johansson, who plays the young 
Nazi boy’s mother, rolling her eyes at his costume. But 
what concerned Waititi was the emotional reaction of 
his young star, Roman Griffin Davis. 

“He’s so empathetic that he had done all this research 
of what the victims of World War II had gone through 
and stuff and I think he was so struck with that that 
when he saw me, he got really emotional and I got really 
worked up because he associated that — and rightly so 
— he associated that image with murder of millions and 
millions of people as he should associated it,” Waititi 
said. “But it was just such a pure reaction from someone 
who’s from a pure heart.” 

The movie is being released on Friday in theaters 
across the U.S. 



Fox Searchlight Pictures/AP 


Waititi is pictured as 
imaginary Hitler in a 
scene from the WWII 
satirical film “Jojo 
Rabbit.” 


Marvel to launch podcasts featuring several popular characters 


Los Angeles Times 

Podcasters, assemble. 

Marvel Entertainment and SiriusXM an¬ 
nounced a multiyear deal Tuesday to create 
podcasts for SiriusXM and Pandora based 
on characters from the popular superhero 
canon. Under the partnership, several pod¬ 
casts — including scripted and unscripted 
content — will launch each week, starting in 
2020. 


Among the comic book icons slated to enter 
the Marvel podcasting universe are Wolver¬ 
ine, Hawkeye, Black Widow and Star-Lord, 
each in 10-episode standalone series and 
Avengers-style as a four-part team. 

Other programming will include an explo¬ 
ration of Marvel’s history through a modern 
lens, more stories centering on hit franchises 
and a talk show featuring famous guests. 

“Powerful stories are read, seen and heard 
— and we believe audio is the next natural 


step to bring the Marvel Universe to fans 
around the world,” said Dan Buckley, presi¬ 
dent of Marvel Entertainment, in a state¬ 
ment. “SiriusXM and Pandora have the right 
platform and expertise to bring Marvel’s 
rich tapestry of stories to listeners in a whole 
new way.” 

Black Widow, portrayed by Scarlett Jo¬ 
hansson in the coming movie, will get her 
own standalone podcast series as part of a 
new deal between Marvel and SiriusXM. 


‘GIRL’ singer 
Maren Morris 
having a boy 

Associated Press 

“GIRL” singer Maren Morris 
announced with some irony that 
she’s having a boy with husband 
and singer Ryan Hurd. 

The Grammy-winning country 
singer posted of a photo of herself 
with Hurd on Instagram on Tues¬ 
day announcing her pregnancy, 
saying “the universe would give 
us a baby boy to even things out.” 

The Texas-born Morris re¬ 
leased her second album, 
“GIRL,” this year. It’s nomi¬ 
nated for album of the year at 
this year’s CMA Awards, where 
she’s the leading nominee. She 
had a breakthrough debut in 2016 
with “Hero,” which spawned the 
Grammy-winning “My Church.” 
She also had a Top 5 crossover hit 
with “The Middle,” a collabora¬ 
tion with Zedd and Grey. 

She’s also a member of the 
country group The Highwom- 
en, with Brandi Carlile, Natalie 
Hemby and Amanda Shires. 

‘Breaking Bad’ beer 
sells out within 3 hours 

A beer named after the AMC- 
TV hit series “Breaking Bad” and 
brewed by an actor from the show 
sold out after its debut. 

KOB-TV reports “Breaking 
Bad” fans lined up at three Al¬ 
buquerque, N.M., Costcos, but 
the brew was gone within three 
hours. 

Dean Norris, who played DEA 
agent Hank Schrader in the se¬ 
ries, started to brew German 
lager, Schraderbrau, following 
the premiere of Netflix’s “El 
Camino: A Breaking Bad Movie” 
earlier this month. 

Norris says he will launch the 
beer nationwide soon. 

“Breaking Bad” follows an Al¬ 
buquerque high school chemistry 
teacher turned meth lord, Walter 
White, played by Bryan Crans¬ 
ton. The series ran from 2008 to 
2013. 

Parton, Stapleton, Pink 
to perform at CMAs 

Dolly Parton will perform a new 
song, “Faith,” in a gospel medley, 
Reba McEntire will revisit her hit 
“Fancy” and Chris Stapleton will 
perform a duet with Pink at this 
year’s Country Music Association 
Awards. 

CMA announced Wednesday 
the first round of performers 
for the Nov. 13 awards show in 
Nashville. Parton will also sing 
“God Only Knows” with Chris¬ 
tian duo for KING & COUNTRY 
and “There Was Jesus” with Zach 
Williams. 

Carrie Underwood, who is 
nominated for entertainer of the 
year and will host the show with 
McEntire and Parton, will per¬ 
form “Drinking Alone,” while 
Miranda Lambert will sing her 
new single, “It All Comes Out in 
the Wash.” 

Additional performers include 
Eric Church, Luke Combs, Keith 
Urban and the show’s top nomi¬ 
nee, Maren Morris. 
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By Josh Rogin 

The Washington Post 

T he long battle between the 
Washington establishment and the 
Trump base over foreign policy 
took a crucial turn this week when 
President Donald Trump admitted he is 
prioritizing the opinions of his rally crowds 
over his own officials and the GOP when 
making important national security deci¬ 
sions. For the next year, at least, Trump 
will follow the mob, not the blob. 

The president couldn’t have been clearer 
in his remarks before Monday’s Cabinet 
meeting, when he defended his decision 
to bring U.S. troops out of Syria by point¬ 
ing to the reaction of the audience during a 
campaign rally in Dallas last week. 

“My largest cheer that night was two 
things: We’re building the wall; that’s num¬ 
ber one. And number two, and probably 
tied for number one, was we’re bringing 
our soldiers back home. That was our larg¬ 
est cheer in Dallas,” Trump said. “When 
I said, ‘We’re bringing our soldiers back 
home,’ the place went crazy. But within the 
Beltway, you know, people don’t like it.” 

Trump said several other things about 
Syria, many of them exaggerated, mislead¬ 
ing or false. First of all, the troops are not 
coming home; they are going to Iraq (and 
thousands more are headed to Saudi Ara¬ 
bia). He said the cease-fire is holding, con¬ 
tradicting some of his own officials on the 
ground. He said the Kurds are “moving 
out to safer areas,” when actually Kurds 
don’t want to leave their homes en masse to 
facilitate Turkey’s plan to resettle millions 
of refugees there. He claimed personal 
credit for defeating Islamic State “in about 
a month and a half.” 

Trump also claimed, “We’ve secured 
the oil” and proposed selling that oil and 
giving some money to the Kurds. That’s a 


By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
s the 2020 election comes into 
sharper focus, one issue that 
seems to animate both sides 
— the Supreme Court — is once 
again taking center stage. 

In 2016, Republicans swept Donald 
Trump into office largely on the promise 
of nominating conservative-originalist 
justices. Exit polls showed that 26% of Re¬ 
publicans voted for Trump because of the 
high court, their faith perhaps rooted in a 
shortlist of potential nominees Trump had 
proffered during the campaign. 

The list had caused some controversy 
because the staunchly conservative Feder¬ 
alist Society and Heritage Foundation had 
helped compile it. But the outsourcing was 
hardly surprising for a future president 
who had no ideological anchor or moral 
compass, not to mention any familiar¬ 
ity with the judiciary or its constitutional 
underpinnings. 

Trump continued to receive guidance 
after his election and ultimately nomi¬ 
nated Justices Neil Gorsuch and Brett 
Kavanaugh, the latter of whom Senate 
Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck 
Grassley called “the most qualified nomi¬ 
nee in our nation’s history.” 

Now, a new shortlist has emerged, this 
time from a liberal group called Demand 
Justice. Apparently seeing the influence of 
the Federalist Society — and the election 
that resulted — the group has compiled 
its own suggested nominees to pressure 
Democratic candidates into releasing their 
own, thus giving primary voters a sense of 
their commitment to progressive princi- 


ridiculous idea for several reasons. It’s not 
our oil to secure. It’s under the control of 
the Kurds — and they have been selling to 
their new partner the Assad regime. The 
prospect of oil money was the only reason 
Trump decided to leave a couple of hun¬ 
dred troops in Syria, for the time being. 

But the most honest part of his Syria 
rant was the theme he returned to several 
times: He was elected to end the “endless 
wars,” the base likes it, and experts have 
no idea what they are talking about. 

“I’ve watched these pundits that have 
been working on this thing for 20 years. 
They’ve been working on the Middle East 
for 20 years; they don’t know what they’re 
doing and they’re telling me what to do,” 
Trump said. “I sort of have to smile to my¬ 
self. ... And now, all of a sudden, people are 
starting to say, ‘You know, what Trump is 
doing is great.’” 

Trump is not only proudly rejecting the 
foreign policy advice of GOP leaders such 
as Senate M^ority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell, R-Ky., who last week wrote a Wash¬ 
ington Post op-ed titled “Withdrawing 
from Syria is a grave mistake.” 

Several officials told me Trump has 
stopped soliciting, much less heeding, 
the advice of large parts of the national 
security bureaucracy when making big 
decisions. That’s why the Pentagon is 
scrambling to devise plans for a rapid U.S. 
troop withdrawal from Afghanistan, just in 
case Trump blindsides the military. 

After the Syria debacle, everyone inside 
the system is coming to terms with the re¬ 
alization the president is making national 
security decisions based on his 2020 re- 
election calculations even more than be¬ 
fore. Acting chief of staff Mick Mulvaney 
defended the practice last week. 

“I have news for everybody: Get over it. 
There’s going to be political influence in 
foreign policy,” Mulvaney said, defending 


pies. The banner leading its website direly 
declares that the Supreme Court “has been 
hijacked, democracy is at stake, and it’s 
time for progressives to fight back.” 

Such hysterical claims seem misplaced 
in light of a new Marquette University Law 
School study, which found that the judicia¬ 
ry is the most trusted of the three branches 
of government — by a large margin. The 
study also found that those who pay greater 
attention to current events have more con¬ 
fidence in the high court, as do those more 
familiar with the court and its justices. 

Not surprisingly, the poll also showed 
that highly partisan respondents see the 
court as either too liberal or too conserva¬ 
tive. But between the extremes, Americans 
are comfortable with the court’s more-or- 
less even makeup. Nearly two-thirds of 
those polled said the Supreme Court jus¬ 
tices base their decisions on the law rather 
than politics. To that description, I would 
add “facts.” The facts of a given case guide 
a judge’s deliberations and conclusions. 

The Marquette poll also asked whether 
the number of justices on the high court 
should be increased, as some Democratic 
candidates have suggested, obviously to 
outweigh the influence of the current con¬ 
servative m^ority. Fifty-seven percent of 
respondents were opposed. 

In July, opposition to “court packing” was 
articulated by none other than progressive 
heroine Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. In 
an interview with NPR, she said that in¬ 
creasing the number of justices would be 
damaging to the court and the country. 

“If anything would make the court look 
partisan,” she said, “it would be that — one 
side saying, ‘When we’re in power, we’re 
going to enlarge the number of judges, so 
we would have more people who would 


Trump’s withholding of aid while calling 
on Ukraine to investigate his rivals. 

It’s true politics have always influenced 
foreign policy. But prioritizing politics 
over national security used to be a bad 
thing that administrations denied or were 
at least embarrassed about. In fact, it was 
President Barack Obama’s deputy national 
security adviser, Ben Rhodes, who coined 
the term “the blob,” when that adminis¬ 
tration was trying to justify going against 
Washington conventional wisdom on U.S. 
involvement in the Middle East. 

In 2011, as Obama ran for reelection, his 
White House bragged about removing U.S. 
troops from Iraq as a campaign promise 
fulfilled. We all know what happened next. 
ISIS built a caliphate, and Obama had to 
send U.S. troops back in to destroy it. 

Trump criticized that mistake but is now 
repeating it in Syria. It’s true U.S. military 
involvement in Syria is unpopular. But 
doing unpopular things to keep America 
safe is not only the sworn duty of any presi¬ 
dent; it’s also a definition of leadership. 

“I have to do what I got elected on, and 
I have to do what I think is right,” Trump 
said Monday. 

The mob has legitimate grievances. The 
blob has made severe mistakes in the Mid¬ 
dle East and elsewhere. On Syria, the blob 
is right and the mob is wrong. But Trump 
has made his choice. Now we will get to see 
what the Middle East without U.S. leader¬ 
ship really looks like. 

Over the next year, expect Trump’s po¬ 
litical calculations to have even greater in¬ 
fluence on foreign policy across the board: 
China, North Korea, Iran, Afghanistan. 
His crowds will certainly like it — right up 
until the real consequences of his poor de¬ 
cision-making come back to haunt us. 

Josh Rogin is a columnist for the Global Opinions 
section of The Washington Post. He is also a 
political analyst for CNN. 


vote the way we want them to.’” 

Ginsburg’s comments speak to the im¬ 
portance of an independent judiciary, 
which, in the Supreme Court’s case, is fur¬ 
ther safeguarded by the justices’ life ten¬ 
ures and the fact that Congress can’t reduce 
their salaries, potentially in retaliation for 
a ruling it doesn’t like. These protections 
are enshrined in the U.S. Constitution. 

Nevertheless, the Marquette study found 
that 72% of respondents prefer term limits 
to lifetime appointments. Any such change 
would require a constitutional amendment, 
which doesn’t worry Ginsburg. In the 
same interview, she said: “Our Constitu¬ 
tion is powerfully hard to amend.” Indeed, 
an amendment would require the approval 
of two-thirds of the Senate and House and 
three-fourths of state legislatures. 

Given the relatively high level of trust 
in the Supreme Court — and the m^or- 
ity view that the court rules by law rather 
than by politics — Demand Justice’s list 
seems way off base. Only eight out of the 32 
people listed are currently judges, and the 
group opposes nominees with any corpo¬ 
rate experience. The list is heavy with ac¬ 
tivists — public defenders, public interest 
lawyers, academics and plaintiff lawyers. 

Here’s the problem: When people have 
a judicial background, there’s a record by 
which to judge their philosophy and judi¬ 
cial temperament, roughly defined as re¬ 
spect for the law, for other judges and for 
the litigants. And while the folks at De¬ 
mand Justice don’t seem to share these 
concerns, they’re right to want to see the 
Democratic candidates’ lists. One would 
hope the Democratic nominee would favor 
experienced judges whose records can be 
assessed — and whose philosophy closely 
reflects the wisdom of the notorious RBG. 


As 2020 nears, examine the supreme battle before us 









Thursday, October 24,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 21 


BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Pentagon chief pulls out of contract decision 



Timothy D. Easley/AP 


Defense Secretary Mark Esper has recused himself from the 
decision on a Pentagon cloud contract because his son works with 
one of the original bidders. 


Esper cites son’s 
employment in 
recusing himself 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper has re¬ 
moved himself from decision¬ 
making on a cloud computing 
contract potentially worth $10 
billion, citing his son’s employ¬ 
ment with one of the original con¬ 
tract bidders. 

In a written statement Tues¬ 
day, Pentagon spokesman Jona¬ 
than Hoffman said Esper recused 
himself from decisions on the 
so-called JEDI contract “out 
of an abundance of caution to 
avoid any concerns regarding his 


impartiality.” 

The Pentagon is in the final 
stages of determining the winner 


of the initial $1 million Joint En¬ 
terprise Defense Infrastructure, 
or JEDI, contract, which could 


be worth as much as $10 billion 
over 10 years if all options are 
exercised. 

Hoffman did not identify Es- 
per’s son by name. His son Luke 
is identified on his Linked-In page 
as a “digital strategy consultant” 
at IBM, which was an original 
bidder for the JEDI contract. 

IBM was dropped from the 
competition, along with Oracle, 
and both companies have com¬ 
plained that the contracting pro¬ 
cess is rigged in favor of Amazon 
Web Services Inc., a division of 
Amazon. 

Amazon and Microsoft Corp. 
are finalists for the contract. 

A U.S. Federal Claims Court 
judge last summer ruled in favor 
of the Pentagon’s assertion that 
the contracting process has been 
fair. In August, the Pentagon’s in¬ 
dependent auditor disclosed that 
it was conducting a broad review 


Google touts quantum computing milestone 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Google 
said it has achieved a break¬ 
through in quantum computing 
research, saying an experimen¬ 
tal quantum processor has com¬ 
pleted a calculation in just a few 
minutes that would take a tradi¬ 
tional supercomputer thousands 
of years. 

The findings, published 
Wednesday in the scientific jour¬ 
nal Nature, show that “quantum 
speedup is achievable in a real- 
world system and is not precluded 
by any hidden physical laws,” the 
researchers wrote. 

Quantum computing is a na¬ 
scent and somewhat bewildering 


technology for vastly sped-up in¬ 
formation processing. Quantum 
computers might one day revolu¬ 
tionize tasks that would take ex¬ 
isting computers years, including 
the hunt for new drugs and opti¬ 
mizing city and transportation 
planning. 

The technique relies on quan¬ 
tum bits, or qubits, which can 
register data values of zero and 
one — the language of modern 
computing — simultaneously. 

Big tech companies includ¬ 
ing Google, Microsoft, IBM and 
Intel are avidly pursuing the 
technology. 

“Quantum things can be in 
multiple places at the same time,” 
said Chris Monroe, a University 


of Maryland physicist who is also 
the founder of quantum startup 
lonQ. “The rules are very simple; 
they’re just confounding.” 

Whether or not Google has 
achieved “quantum supremacy” 
may matter to competitors, but the 
semantics could be less important 
for the field of quantum research. 
What it does seem to indicate is 
that the field is maturing. 

“The quantum supremacy 
milestone allegedly achieved by 
Google is a pivotal step in the 
quest for practical quantum com¬ 
puters,” John Preskill, a Caltech 
professor who originally coined 
the “quantum supremacy” term, 
wrote in a column after the paper 
was leaked. 


It means quantum computing 
research can enter a new stage, 
he wrote, though a significant ef¬ 
fect on society “may still be de¬ 
cades away.” 
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of the handling of the project. The 
probe includes an investigation of 
potential misconduct by current 
or former Defense Department 
officials involved in the project. 

Hoffman said Esper was not le¬ 
gally required to recuse himself, 
but did so after receiving what 
Hoffman called informational 
briefings on the JEDI contract. 

Esper delegated decision-mak¬ 
ing responsibility on the JEDI 
program to Deputy Defense Sec¬ 
retary David Norquist, Hoffman 
said. 
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No. For you, i hadn't 
planned on dating, 
but figured it would 
be a good way to get 
to know your city, 
Sunshine. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Happy tune 
5 Assoc. 

8 Whole lot 

12 Pakistan’s 
continent 

13 Fish propeller 

14 Head, to Henri 

15 Thick chunk 

16 Rx overseer 

17 Tiny bit 

18 Brave 
20 “Parsifal” 

composer 

22 Egg (Pref.) 

23 Invoice fig. 

24 Has a bug 
27 “When I Need 

You” singer 

32 Raw rock 

33 Carry- 

(travel bags) 

34 Gun-lobby org. 

35 Garments for 
dancers 

38 Line of fashion? 

39 Photo, for short 

40 Follower (Suff.) 

42 Indifference 
45 Spouse-to-be 

49 Throw hard 

50 “The Greatest” 

52 Toe woe 

53 Shoppe 
description 

10-24 

Y UVH Y JLKS SDVIV HDV 

ITMVI KAVI HDV MPLQ KO 

HDYVAVR MYJVR HK VPH 

OPRH OKKQ: UTIBMPI JYLB. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I MADE SOME TURNS 
IN MY CAR WHILE LISTENING TO RAY CHARLES. 
I WOULD SAY IT WAS SOUL-STEERING. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals B 


54 Shelter 

55 Deco artist 

56 Hardy lass 

57 Roswell visitors 

58 Get lippy 

DOWN 

1 Cilium 

2 Capri, e.g. 

3 Tale teller 

4 Forbidden acts 

5 Risque 

6 Abolish 

7 Squirrels do it 

8 Mark of shame 

9 Met Opera 
soprano Price 

10 Diminutive suffix 

11 Put on 

19 Hosp. drip 
21 Small batteries 
Answer to 


24 ISP giant 

25 Fury 

26 Spotted cats 

28 Finale 

29 Turns to bone 

30 Mound stat 

31 Zodiac animal 

36 Championships 

37 Kdin cry 

38 Theater 
platforms 

41 Yes, to Juan 

42 “Cat on — 

Tin Roof” 

43 Whine 

44 Harvard rival 

46 “A Doll’s House” 
heroine 

47 Uses scissors 

48 Summers in Paris 
51 Allow 

Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 



















































































































































































































Thursday, October 24,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 23 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.con' 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsI 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 




buy sight unseen and haw 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 141 i Autos for Sale 141 


lugeot 807 Van (7 seat) 
)0.00 - 72,409 miles 
■ German Spec. 




al Diesel With trailer 


2013 VW Golf R - $20,000.00 - 
US Spec car purchased in 
Arizona 4 Door Black Pearl 6 
speed manual Upgraded Clutch 
Upgraded ECU^300-f-^_HP 

system ^Upg°raded^1=o^e twim 
take intake non daily driver Two 
■ ' included Call: 

ra 


BMW X5 for sale $13,600.00 - 
B^Wq^XS. Dipel^, Am.Specs. 

ing 'ventilated 

sage, window curtains and 
more. Accident free, one owner, 

Mlnt%ondition in/du^ Musi seii. 
Tei. ceii:01602642954 
home:067815087710 


/olkswagen 

ia - $8,7B0.C 
jen ^Camper West 


inspectiori. Ma^y part repiac 
hu'rdioi4@gmaii.corTt' 

a 


; Autos for Sale 
Germany 


Auto - Quaiity Pre-owned 



STARS AND STRIPES 


Autos for Sale - UK 154 Furniture 


2018 Audi Q3 (American spec) 
- $29,500.00 - 200 HP turbo 
charged unleaded engine Auto¬ 
matic 7 year%0,000 mile war¬ 
ranty S-nne/Premium Plus edi¬ 
tion Premium Bose sound sys¬ 
tem with subwoofer Power 
moon roof Recently serviced by 
AudijDassed all checks UK 


Antique Engiish Bureau (D( 

- $600.00 - Circa mid-1 
Century English drop front hi.. _ 
wood writing desk in great 
condition. 55!5'' H x 36" W x 16" 
. D. One long drawer, raised top 
3 shelf, shelves below, mounted 
' on 2 broad trestle feet. Reason¬ 
able offers OK. Buyer picks up. 


Electronic Shopping440 


10" Mead Telescope $1,500.00 
-10" Mead telescope Make offer 

0 1V2 5^6 0 21 3^9"l 


17854380086 


N750 DB Wi-Fi Dual-Band N4- 
Gigabit Router - $10.00 - N750 
DB Wi-Fi Dual-Band N+ Gigabit 
Router, black, new price $7§.99, 
asking price $10.00. 

ContacToi 7624134872 Email: 
ferguson.irma@googlemail.com 

a 


510 I Furniture 


10 inch Mead Telescop' 
sale - - 10 inch Mead teles 

A64Mec^h@a^oi.com 

17854380086 

B 


Contractor l^^ving Ge^man|r 
turef'vou^piifi^'up. ir^e^ *gpod 
!A64Mech'@a"o'l.corn Call: 
'17854380086 


Contractor leaving Germany 
after many years. Snapbox for 
sale. Make offer - - f Drawer 
Snapon box for sale. Make offer, 
ni, ,o tnno pf American tools for 



SELL WILL NOT FIT IN APPT. 
imail: smock7777@gmai' 

a 


English V 

- ^175.C 
English^ 


(Baskets). 0 


English Wicker Picnic Hamper 
Hamper 
'cutting board 

rpT^' ete") Gift fc 

isfivviyweds! Call and leave tel 
if interested. Cost is per hampei 
Call: +49-6571-9522421 

a 


Mahogany Sheraton Revival 
Chair (from UK) - $125.00 - 
Sheraton revival painted ma¬ 
hogany salon chair. Shield sha¬ 
ped back, pierced back splat, 
stuff over seat, square tapered 
legs. Circa 1900. Condition: 
excellent. Buyer picks up. PCS 
Sale. Call: +49-6^1-9522421 

B 


Mink Trimmed Cream Colored 
Cape - $40.00 - Ladies hand¬ 
made cream, coloured velvet 

Germany! Leave your # and I 
will get back to you. PCSing to 
+49-6571-9522421 

B 


Fireplace Tools - $170.00 - 
Brand new Antique Copper 
Finish Fireplace screen and set 
of matching antique copper 


19-6571-9522421 


Person to Person 800 


He's looking for him - 61 year 

husband to cancer 3 years ago 
is looking for friendship with 
military service member or 
retiree.My husband was a US 


Call: 015112007479 


Tools & Machinery 990 


17854380086 


)l.com Call: 


ClassifiedsPACIFIC 


PacificClassifieds@stripes.com JAPAN DSN: 229 3276 Civ: 03-6385-3276 OKINAWA DSN: 645-7418 Civ: 098-893-0292 
KOREA DSN: 721-7146 Civ: 82-2-2270-7146 FROM USA Overseas: 011-81-3-6385-3276 


Electronic Shopping440 


AVCL HN700 GPS 7" 
(210)818-7839 
coach77@hotmail.com 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers tJoe bases tJoe way we do. 


STARSigiSTRIPES 

In print • Online at stripes.com 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD/GOLF 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


New England 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 

Indianapolis 

Houston 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Pittsburgh 

Cincinnati 

Kansas City 
Oakland 
Denver 
L.A. Chargers 


Dallas 

Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 
Washington 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 

Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Chicago 

San Francisco 
Seattle 

Arizona 


W L T Pet 

7 0 0 1.000 


1 5 0 

0 6 0 

South 


4 3 0 

3 3 1 


PF PA 

223 48 
1 121 91 
63 156 
I 63 211 

' 143 138 
185 164 
I 144 148 
I 121 112 

214 156 
1 120 154 
1 123 131 
I 114 186 


714 202 150 
500 127 165 
286 112 136 
286 140 141 


Pet PF PA 

.571 190 124 
.429 171 186 
.286 132 187 
.143 90 176 

.857 164 147 
.667 166 133 
.333 173 185 
.143 145 223 

.857 184 139 
.714 192 123 
.500 112 105 
.417 149 160 

1.000 156 64 
.714 181 176 
.571 190 164 
.500 161 192 


Thursday’s game 

Washington at Minnesota 
Sunday’s games 
Arizona at New Orleans 
Tampa Bay at Tennessee 
N.Y. Giants at Detroit 
Cincinnati vs L.A. Rams at London 
Denver at Indianapolis 
Philadelphia at Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets at Jacksonville 
Seattle at Atlanta 
L.A. Chargers at Chicago 
Carolina at San Francisco 
Oakland at Houston 
Cleveland at New England 
Green Bay at Kansas City 
Open: Dallas, Baltimore 
Monday’s game 
Miami at Pittsburgh 

Thursday, Oct. 31 
San Francisco at Arizona 
Sunday, Nov. 3 

Houston vs Jacksonville at London 
N.Y. Jets at Miami 
Washington at Buffalo 
Tennessee at Carolina 
Minnesota at Kansas City 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
Indianapolis at Pittsburgh 
Tampa Bay at Seattle 
Detroit at Oakland 
Green Bay at L.A. Chargers 
Cleveland at Denver 
New England at Baltimore 
Open: L.A. Rams, New Orleans, Atlan¬ 
ta, Cincinnati 

Monday, Nov. 4 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants 


Swiss Open 


ATP World Tour 
Wednesday 
At St. Jakobshalle 
Basel, Switzerland 
Purse: $2,082,655 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Men’s Singles 
Round Of 32 

Ricardas Berankis, Lithuania, def. 
Pablo Andujar, Spain, 6-1, 6-1. 

Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Laslo 
Dj'ere, Serbia, 6-1, 6-4. 

Vienna Open 

ATP World Tour 
Wednesday 
At Wiener Stadthaiie 
Vienna, Austria 
Purse: $2,296,490 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Men’s Singies 
Round Of 32 

Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, def. Denis 
Shapovalov, Canada, 6-3, 7-5. 

Sam Ouerrey, United States, def. Adri¬ 
an Mannarino, France, 6-3, 6-4. 

Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, def. 
Borna Coric (8), Croatia, 6-4, 6-4. 


College football 


Top 25 schedule 

Thursday, Oct. 24 

0. 16 SMU at Houston 

Saturday, Oct. 26 

0.1 Alabama vs. Arkansas 

0. 2 LSU vs. No. 9 Auburn 

0.3 Ohio State vs. No. 13 Wisconsin 

0.4 Clemson vs. Boston College 

0.5 Oklahoma at Kansas State 

0. 6 Penn State at Michigan State 

0.8 Notre Dame at No. 19 Michigan 

0.11 Oregon vs. Washington State 

0.12 Utah vs. California 

0.15 Texas at TCU 

0.17 Minnesota vs. Maryland 

0. 20 Iowa at Northwestern 

0.21 Appalachian State at South Ala- 


Thursday, Oct. 24 
SOUTHWEST 

SMU (7-0) at Houston (3-4) 

Jackson St. (2-5) at Prairie View (3-4) 

Friday, Oct. 25 
EAST 

Columbia (2-3) at Dartmouth (5-0) 

FAR WEST 

Southern Cal (4-3) at Colorado (3-4) 

Saturday, Oct. 26 
EAST 

San Jose St. (3-4) at Army (3-4) 

LIU (0-6) at CeSU (6-1) 

Miami (3-4) at Pittsburgh (5-2) 

Bryant (2-6) at Robert Morris (3-4) 
Liberty (5-2) at Rutgers (1-6) 

Sacred Heart (3-4) at St. Francis (Pa.) 
(4-3) 

Georgetown (5-2) at Lehigh (3-3) 
Richmond (3-4) at Delaware (4-3) 
Wagner (1-6) at Duquesne (4-2) 
Colgate Q-7) at Holy Cross (3-4) 
William & Mary (2-5) at Maine (2-5) 
Presbyterian (0-7) at Merrimack (3-4) 
Harvard (4-1) at Princeton (5-0) 

Elon (3-4) at Rhode Island (1-6) 

Penn (2-3) at Yale (4-1) 

Brown (1-4) at Cornell (1-4) 

Florida A&M (5-1) at Morgan St. (1-6) 
Cent. Michigan (5-3) at Buffalo (3-4) 
Bucknell (1-6) at Lafayette (0-7) 
Tulane (5-2) at Navy (5-1) 

UConn (1-6) at UMass (1-6) 

Stony Brook (4-3) at Villanova (6-1) 
UCF (5-2) at Temple (5-2) 

SOUTH 

Appalachian St. (6-0) at South Ala¬ 
bama (1-6) 

Marist (1-5) at Davidson (5-2) 

Howard (1-6) at NC A&T (4-1) 

ETSU (2-5) at Samford (3-4) 

Campbell (5-1) at Gardner-Webb (3-4) 
Chattanooga (4-3) at Wofford (4-2) 

Va. Lynchburg (0-6) at Hampton (3-4) 
Delaware St. (1-6) at NC Central (2-5) 
Mercer (3-4) at The Citadel M-4) 

W. Kentucky (5-2) at Marshall (4-3) 
Austin Peay (4-3) at Tennessee Tech 
(4-3) 

Southern U. (4-3) at Alcorn St. (5-2) 
New Mexico St. (0-7) at Georgia South¬ 
ern (3-3) 

North Alabama (2-5) at Kennesaw St. 
(6-1) 

Texas Southern (0-6) at MVSU (1-6) 
Alabama A&M (4-3) vs. Alabama St. (3- 
3) at Birmingham, Ala. 

North Texas (3-4) at Charlotte (2-5) 


Auto racing 


Monster Energy NASCAR Cup 
schedule and winners 

Sunday, Feb. 10 — x-Advance Auto 
Parts Clash, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Jimmie 
Johnson) 

Thursday, Feb. 14 — x-Duel 1 at Dayto¬ 
na, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Kevin Harvick) 
Thursday, Feb. 14 — x-Duel 2 at Day¬ 
tona, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Joey Logano) 
Sunday, Feb. 17 — Daytona 500, Day¬ 
tona Beach, Fla. (Denny Hamlin) 

Sunday, Feb. 24 — Folds of Honor 
QuikTrip 500, Hampton, Ga. (Brad Kesel- 
owski) 

Sunday, March 3 — Pennzoil 400, Las 
Vegas (Joey Logano) 

Sunday, March 10 — TicketGuardian 
500, Avondale, Ariz. (Kyle Busch) 

Sunday, March 17 — Auto Club 400, 
Fontana, Calif. (Kyle Busch) 

Sunday, March 24 - STP 500, Martins¬ 
ville, Va. (Brad Keselowski) 

Sunday, March 31 — O’Reilly Auto 
Parts 500, Fort Worth, Texas (Denny 
Hamlin) 

Sunday, April 7 — Food City 500, Bris¬ 
tol, Tenn. (Kyle Busch) 

Saturday, April 13 — Toyota Owners 
400, Richmond, Va. (Martin Truex Jr.) 

Sunday, April 28 — Gelco 500, Talla¬ 
dega, Ala. (Chase Elliott) 

Monday, May 6 — Gander RV 400, Do¬ 
ver, Del. (Martin Truex Jr.) 

Saturday, May 11 — Digital Ally 400, 
Kansas City, Kan. (Brad Keselowski) 
Saturday, May 18 — x-Monster Energy 
Open, Concord, N.C. (Kyle Larson) 

Saturday, May 18 — x-Monster Energy 
All-Star Race, Concord, N.C. (Kyle Lar¬ 
son) 

Sunday, May 26 — Coca-Cola 600, Con¬ 
cord, N.C. (Martin Truex Jr.) 

Sunday, June 2 — Pocono 400, Long 
Pond, Pa. (Kyle Busch) 

Monday, June 10 — FireKeepers Casi¬ 
no 400, Brooklyn, Mich. (Joey Logano) 
Sunday, June 23 — Toyota/Save Mart 
350, Sonoma, Calif. (Martin Truex Jr.) 

Sunday, June 30 — Camping World 
400, Joliet, III. (Alex Bowman) 

Sunday, July 7 — Coke Zero Sugar 400, 


Syracuse (3-4) at Florida St. (3-4) 
Towson (4-3) at James Madison (7-1) 
Auburn (6-1) at LSU (7-0) 

Virginia (5-2) at Louisville (4-3) 

FlU (4-3) at Middle Tennessee (2-5) 
FAU (4-3) at Old Dominion (1-6) 
Furman (4-3) at W. Carolina (1-6) 
South Florida (3-4) at East Carolina 
(3-4) 

SC State (4-2) at Bethune-Cookman 
(6-1) 

Murray St. (4-4) at Jacksonville St. (5-3) 
Abilene Christian (4-4) at Nicholls (4-3) 
Duke M-3) at North Carolina (3-4) 
South Carolina (3-4) at Tennessee (2-5) 
Monmouth (NJ) (5-2) at Charleston 
Southern (2-5) 

Arkansas (2-5) at Alabama (7-0) 

Troy (3-3) at Georgia St. (5-2) 

Boston College (4-3) at Clemson (7-0) 
Missouri (5-2) at Kentucky (3-4) 

MIDWEST 

San Diego (4-2) at Dayton (4-2) 
Oklahoma (7-0) at Kansas St. (4-2) 
Iowa (5-2) at Northwestern (1-5) 
Wisconsin (6-1) at Ohio St. (7-0) 

Illinois (3-4) at Purdue (2-5) 

Bowling Green (2-5) at W. Michigan 
(4-4) 

Jacksonville (2-5) at Butler (1-6) 
Montana St. (5-2) at North Dakota (4-3) 
Stetson (5-1) at Valparaiso (0-7) 

Ohio (3-4) at Ball St. (4-3) 

Morehead St. (4-3) at Drake (3-2) 

UT Martin (5-2) at SE Missouri (4-3) 

W. Illinois (0-7) at Youngstown St. (4-3) 
E. Kentucky (4-3) at E. Illinois (0-8) 
Indiana St. (3-4) at Illinois St. (5-2) 

N. Iowa (4-3) at Missouri St. (1-5) 

N. Dakota St. (7-0) at S. Dakota St. (5-1) 
Oklahoma St. (4-3) at Iowa St. (5-2) 
Miami (Ohio) (3-4) at Kent St. (3-4) 
Penn St. (7-0) at Michigan St. (4-3) 
Maryland (3-4) at Minnesota (7-0) 
Akron (0-7) at N. Illinois (2-5) 

Indiana (5-2) at Nebraska (4-3) 

E. Michigan (4-3) at Toledo (4-3) 

S. Illinois (3-4) at South Dakota (3-4) 
Texas Tech (3-4) at Kansas (2-5) 

Notre Dame (5-1) at Michigan (5-2) 
SOUTHWEST 

Mississippi St. (3-4) at Texas A&M (4-3) 
Southern Miss. (4-3) at Rice (0-7) 
Grambling St. (2-4) at Ark.-Pine Bluff 
(5-2) 

SE Louisiana (3-3) at Houston Baptist 
(4-4) 

Texas (5-2) at TCU (3-3) 

McNeese St. (4-4) at Stephen F. Austin 
( 1 - 6 ) 

Northwestern St. (0-7) at Incarnate 
Word (5-2) 

Texas St. (2-4) at Arkansas St. (3-4) 
Sam Houston St. (5-3) at Cent. Arkan¬ 
sas (5-2) 

Memphis (6-1) at Tulsa (2-5) 

Louisiana Tech (6-1) at UTEP (1-5) 

FAR WEST 

Nevada (4-3) at Wyoming (5-2) 

E. Washington (3-4) at Montana (5-2) 
Arizona (4-3) at Stanford (3-4) 

Hawaii (4-3) at New Mexico (2-5) 

Idaho St. (3-4) at S. Utah (1-7) 

Portland St. (5-3) at N. Arizona (3-4) 
Weber St. (5-2) at UC Davis (4-4) 
Colorado St. (2-5) at Fresno St. (3-3) 
Arizona St. (5-2) at UCLA (2-5) 
Sacramento St. (5-2) at Cal Poly (2-5) 
California (4-3) at Utah (6-1) 

Utah St. (4-2) at Air Force (5-2) 
Washington St. (4-3) at Oregon (6-1) 
San Diego St. (6-1) at UNLV (2-5) 


Daytona Beach, Fla. (Justin Haley) 

Saturday, July 13 — Quaker State 400, 
Sparta, Ky. (Kurt Busch) 

Sunday, July 21 — Foxwoods Resort 
Casino 301, Loudon, N.H. (Kevin Harvick) 
Sunday, July 28 — Gander RV 400, Long 
Pond, Pa. (Denny Hamlin) 

Sunday, Aug. 4 — Go Bowling at The 
Glen, Watkins Glen, N.Y. (Chase Elliott) 
Sunday, Aug. 11 — Consumers Energy 
400, Brooklyn, Mich. (Kevin Harvick) 
Saturday, Aug. 17 — Bass Pro Shops 
NRA Night Race, Bristol, Tenn. (Denny 
Hamlin) 

Sunday, Sept. 1 — Boj'angles’ Southern 
500, Darlington, S.C. (Erik Jones) 

Sunday, Sept. 8 — Big Machine Vodka 
400 at the Brickyard, Indianapolis (Kevin 
Harvick) 

Playoff Races 

Sunday, Sept. 15 — South Point 400, 
Las Vegas (Martin Truex Jr.) 

Saturday, Sept. 21 — Federated Auto 
Parts 400, Richmond, Va. (Martin Truex 
Jr.) 

Sunday, Sept. 29 — Bank of American 
ROVAL 400, Concord, N.C. (Chase Elliott) 
Sunday, Oct. 6 — Drydene 400, Dover, 
Del. (Kyle Larson) 

Sunday, Oct. 13 - 1000Bulbs.com 500, 
Talladega, Ala. (Ryan Blaney) 

Sunday, Oct. 20 — Hollywood Casino 
400 (Denny Hamlin) 

Sunday, Oct. 27 — First Data 500, Mar¬ 
tinsville, Va. 

Sunday, Nov. 3 — AAA Texas 500, Fort 
Worth, Texas 

Sunday, Nov. 10 — Bluegreen Vaca¬ 
tions 500, Avondale, Ariz. 

Sunday, Nov. 17 — Ford EcoBoost 400, 
Homestead, Fla. 
x-non-points race 

Points Leaders 

1. Kyle Busch, 4046. 

2. Martin Truex Jr, 4042. 

3. Denny Hamlin, 4037. 

4. Joey Logano, 4030. 

5. Kevin Harvick, 4028. 

6. Chase Elliott, 4024. 

7. Kyle Larson, 4011. 

8. Ryan Blaney, 4009. 

9. Brad Keselowski, 2229. 

10. Clint Bowyer, 2181. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Reassigned RHP 
Bryan Abreu to the minor leagues. Added 
RHP Chris Devenski to the active roster. 

National League 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Named Bri¬ 
an Barber director of amateur scouting. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Assigned 
C Spencer Kieboom outright to Fresno 
(PCD. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Promoted G League official 
Jenna Schroeder to the full-time NBA of¬ 
ficiating staff. 

CHICAGO BULLS - Signed G Max Strus 
to a two-way contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released LB 
Ramik Wilson 

CHICAGO BEARS - Signed DL Brent Ur¬ 
ban. Waived DL Jonathan Harris. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Waived DE An¬ 
thony Zettel. Activated OT Cordy Glenn 
from the suspended list. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Released RB 
Elijah McGuire from the practice squad. 
Signed LB Montrel Meander to the prac¬ 
tice squad and DT Eli Ankou from Jack¬ 
sonville’s practice squad. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Traded WR Em¬ 
manuel Sanders to the San Francisco 
49ers for a 2020 third- and fourth-round 
draft picks and a 2021 fifth-round pick. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Signed LL 
Malcolm Smith. Placed TE Geoff Swaim 
and LB D.J. Alexander on injured reserve. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS - Terminated 
the contract of DT Terrell McClain. Signed 
DT Mike Pennel. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Released CB 
Marcus Sherels. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Acquired 
WR Mohamed Sanu from the Atlanta Fal¬ 
cons for a 2020 second-round draft pick. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Signed LB De- 
one Bucannon. Signed LB Devante Downs 
from the practice squad. Waived LB Tuzar 
Skipper and TE Garrett Dickerson. 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES - Released CB 
Orlando Scandrick and DT Akeem Spence. 
Signed DT Albert Huggins from Houston’s 
practice squad and DT Anthony Rush 
from Oakland’s practice squad. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Acquired DB 
Oudre Diggs from the Detroit Lions for a 
2020 fifth-round pick. Placed RB Kerryon 
Johnson on injured reserve. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Re-signed DL 
Matt Dickerson. Waived LB Derick Rob¬ 
erson. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

BOSTON BRUINS - Placed F David 
Krecji on IR. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Recalled D Oliver 
Kylington from Stockton (AHL). Assigned 
F Alan Quine to Stockton. 

DALLAS STARS - Reassigned F Rhett 
Gardner and D Joel Hanley to Texas 
(AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Assigned D 
Alex Blega to Grand Rapids (AHL). Placed 
LW Adam Erne on IR, retroactive to Fri¬ 
day. Activated D Jonathan Ericsson from 
IR. Recalled RW Evgeny Svechnikov from 
Grand Rapids. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES - Signed F 
Chris Wondolowskl. 

National Women’s Soccer League 

NWSL — Awarded an expansion fran¬ 
chise to Louisville, Ky. to begin play in 
2021. 


MLS playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday 

Eastern Conference 

Atlanta 1, New England 0 
Toronto 5, D.C. 1, ET 

Western Conference 
Seattle 4, Dallas 3 
Salt Lake 2, Portland 1 
Sunday 

Eastern Conference 
Philadelphia 4, New York 3 
Western Conference 
LA Galaxy 2, Minnesota United 1 

Conference Semifinals 
Eastern Conference 
Wednesday 

Toronto at New York City FC 

Thursday 

Philadelphia at Atlanta 

Western Conference 
Wednesday 

Salt Lake vs. Seattle 

Thursday 

LA Galaxy at Los Angeles FC 

Conference Championships 
Tuesday, Oct. 29 

Western Conference at higher seed 

Wednesday, Oct. 30 

Eastern Conference at higher seed 

MLS Cup 
Sunday, Nov. 10 

Eastern Conference champion vs. 
Western Conference champion at high¬ 
er-seeded team 

NWSL playoffs 

Semifinals 
Sunday, Oct. 20 

North Carolina 4, Reign FC 1, ET 
Chicago 1, Portland 0 

Championship 
Sunday, Oct. 27 
At Cary, N.C. 

North Carolina vs. Chicago 


Star field 
for first 
event in 
Japan 

By Jim Armstrong 

Associated Press 

INZAI CITY, Japan — With a 
field that includes Tiger Woods, 
Jordan Spieth and Rory Mcllroy, 
the PGA Tour’s first tournament 
in Japan has plenty of star power. 

The Zozo Championship, which 
begins on Thursday, will be held 
at the Accordia Golf Narashino 
Country Club, about 50 miles east 
of Tokyo in Inzai City. 

It is part of three tournaments 
that make up the PGA Tour’s Asia 
Swing, including the CJ Cup in 
South Korea won last week by Jus¬ 
tin Thomas and the HSBC Cham¬ 
pions in Shanghai next week. 

The Japanese tournament, co¬ 
sanctioned with the Japan Golf 
Tour, is a 78-man, no-cut field 
with a $9.75 million purse. 

The weather could prove to be 
a factor on the weekend. Japan 
is bracing for two more storms 
heading its way a week after a 
typhoon devastated the country’s 
central and northern regions. A 
forecast for another typhoon has 
been downgraded to a tropical 
storm. 

Woods last played in an official 
tournament in Japan in 2006 at the 
Dunlop Phoenix, where he lost in 
a playoff to Padraig Harrington. 
He won the Dunlop Phoenix the 
two previous years. 

“It’s going to be a lot of fun to 
be back here in front of fans that 
really understand and respect 
the game of golf,’’ Woods said in a 
pre-tournament interview. “The 
game of golf is so strong here in 
Japan, and to have seen it grow 
like it has over 20-some odd years 
that I’ve been playing is very 
special.’’ 

The Masters champion is mak¬ 
ing his first start in his 23rd sea¬ 
son on the PGA Tour, needing 
one victory to reach 82 wins and 
tie the career record held by Sam 
Snead. 

Woods had arthroscopic sur¬ 
gery on his left knee two months 
ago — his fifth on the same prob¬ 
lem spot. 

He played in the inaugural 
“The Challenge: Japan Skins’’ 
game on Monday at the same 
course and did not appear to be in 
any discomfort. 

Jason Day, who beat Woods in 
the Skins game, is also part of 
the field as well as Japanese star 
Hideki Matsuyama and Thomas, 
whose win in the CJ Cup was his 
11th PGA Tour event and his sec¬ 
ond in South Korea. 

After his win in South Korea, 
Thomas now has two more wins 
over the last three seasons in Asia 
than any other player on tour. 

“There’s something about 
Asia,” Thomas said Wednesday. 
“I seem to do pretty well over 
here. I don’t really know what it 
is. It’s always a good time of year 
for me.” 
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Michigan relegated 
to playing for pride 


By Larry Lage 
Associated Press 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — No. 19 
Michigan seems to be relegated to 
playing just for pride this season. 

The Wolverines (5-2, 3-2 Big 
Ten) were handed a second loss 
at Penn State, leaving them on 
the brink of being eliminated 
from the Big Ten race just past 
the halfway mark of the regular 
season. 

Michigan went into the season 
hoping to end its 15-year confer¬ 
ence championship drought, the 
longest in school history, and to 
perhaps contend for a national 
championship. 

With five scheduled games left 
to play, those goals appear to be 
out of reach. 

Captain Ben Bredeson, though, 
insisted there’s plenty to play for 
this season. 

“You can’t let two losses tank 
your season,” the standout offen¬ 
sive guard said Monday. 

The Wolverines will have a 
chance to earn a measure of re¬ 
spect, and perhaps improve their 
postseason positioning, if they 
can beat No. 8 Notre Dame (5- 
1) on Saturday night at the Big 
House. 

“This isn’t our last game of 
the year,” defensive tackle Carlo 
Kemp said. “This isn’t. All right, 
we’re done. Let’s start packing 
up and we’ll get ready for next 
season.’ 

“We have top 10 matchups 
coming up. And, the big thing is 
we have one this Saturday and we 
have another opportunity on the 
national stage.” 

Michigan also has games re¬ 
maining against Michigan State 
and No. 3 Ohio State next month 
at home. 

“We’ve got three of the most 
important rivalries coming up,” 
Kemp said. “We got Notre Dame, 
Michigan State and the game at 
the end of the year. Those are the 
games you play for, those are the 
teams you want to play.” 

Michigan was a play — and an 


extra point — away from pulling 
into a 28-all tie with the Nittany 
Lions on Saturday night late in 
the fourth quarter after falling 
behind by three touchdowns mid¬ 
way through the second quarter. 

Shea Patterson found Ronnie 
Bell in the end zone on fourth 
down. However, the receiver, 
who has had a breakout season, 
droped the pass after Patterson’s 
pass hit him in the hands. 

Bell was in tears on the field, 
but that didn’t get him sympathy 
from all fans. 

A Michigan graduate, Connor 
Grady, sent Bell an email implor¬ 
ing him to quit the team and the 
sport. 

Coach Jim Harbaugh defend¬ 
ed Bell, saying he would take as 
many players like him as pos¬ 
sible, and lashed out at the fan. 

“I’m sure Connor Grady got 
drunk as heck Saturday night,” 
Harbaugh said. “Probably talk¬ 
ing to his friend, took to email 
and probably wrote a bunch of 
stuff that I’m sure the next day he 
was like, ‘Why the heck did I do 
that. I’m an idiot.’ I’m sure he felt 
pretty bad about it.” 

Given a chance to respond on 
Monday, Grady lamented what he 
wrote to Bell. 

“I would like to state for the 
record that I wish to apologize 
to Mr. Bell and any other mem¬ 
bers of the Michigan community 
who were rightly offended by my 
thoughtless message to Mr. Bell,” 
Grady wrote in an email to The 
Associated Press. “I have pri¬ 
vately apologized to Mr. Bell, and 
I have also apologized publicly to 
the Bell family. 

“I am a proud Michigan alum¬ 
nus and a passionate fan who has 
supported the team for years. 
However, my conduct was not 
acceptable under any circum¬ 
stances, and I make no excuses 
for my behavior. I am deeply 
sorry to have brought shame and 
embarrassment to the Michigan 
community, and I hope that the 
community can forgive me for 
such unbecoming behavior.” 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh ai^ues a call during the first half 
against Penn State Saturday. A second loss has the Wolverines on 
the brink of being eliminated from the Big Ten race 



Jack Dempsey/AP 


Broncos comerback Chris Harris, right, breaks up a pass intended for Chiefs wide receiver Demarcus 
Robinson last Thursday in Denver. Harris intends to keep his focus on the next game. “I have to have my 
mind clear, my mind right and be ready to go.” 


Broncos standout CB Harris 
tuning out the trade rumors 


By Pat Graham 
Associated Press 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Chris Harris Jr. isn’t 
ready to say farewell to the season let alone his 
teammates. 

That’s why the Denver Broncos standout corner- 
back swats away all the trade rumors he’s hearing. 
At 2-5, the Broncos are already juggling the ros¬ 
ter. They sent receiver Emmanuel Sanders to the 
San Francisco 49ers for two 2020 draft picks on 
Tuesday. 

Harris very well could be next. The trade dead¬ 
line is Oct. 29. 

He’s trying to tune out the 
noise and focus on his assign¬ 
ment this weekend, which is 
to cover Indianapolis receiv¬ 
er T.Y. Hilton. 

“The season is not lost yet. 
I’m not throwing the season 
into the dump yet,” Harris 
said Tuesday about two hours 
before Sanders was traded. “I 
have to have my mind clear, 
my mind right and be ready 
to go.” 

It’s easy to see why Harris 
would be high on a team’s wish 
list — a four-time Pro Bowler 
whose contract expires at the 
end of the season. 

Broncos boss John Elway 
maintained no one has recently reached out to him 
with offers for Harris. Asked if he anticipates any 
more deals, Elway responded: “Possibly. Don’t know 
yet. We’ll see how it goes.” 

Harris pays attention to social media and sees the 
swirling rumors. His friends mention it to him, too. 
But Harris said he hasn’t had a heart-to-heart with 
Elway. Nor has he asked for an audience with him, 
either. 

“It’s my job to play football, take on the top receiv¬ 
er each week,” said Harris, an undrafted free agent 
in 2011 out of the University of Kansas. “That’s my 


job. Nothing has changed. Obviously, nobody’s come 
to me about anything. I’m just playing football every 
week. Taking it one week at a time. 

“Of course, there are rumors and everything going 
out there. We have to be focused on the Colts.” 

Harris is all that remains of the “No Fly Zone,” a 
nickname given to the defensive backfield that con¬ 
sisted of Aqib Talib, Bradley Roby, Darian Stewart, 
T. J. Ward and Harris. That smothering unit helped 
the Broncos to a Super Bowl title following the 2015 
season. 

The 30-year-old Harris thought this year’s sec¬ 
ondary could be version 2.0 of the “No Fly Zone.” 
But injuries have disrupted any sort of chemistry 
the team might have been building. Comerback 
Bryce Callahan has been sidelined since re-injur¬ 
ing his surgically repaired foot in a July practice. 
Defensive back Kareem Jackson also has missed a 
game against Jacksonville with a hamstring injury. 

“We don’t have set positions really,” said Harris, 
who was the first undrafted comerback to make mul¬ 
tiple Pro Bowls with his original team since Everson 
Walls did so with Dallas in the 1980s. “We’ve dealt 
with a lot of injuries, dealt with guys playing differ¬ 
ent spots every week.... It’s week-to-week with us in 
the secondary.” 

Until he hears otherwise, Harris will be lining up 
opposite an opponents’ top target. Harris was re¬ 
sponsible for the speedy Tyreek Hill in 30-6 loss to 
Kansas City last Thursday. 

This weekend, it’s Hilton. They’ve been on the 
same field five times in the regular season and once 
in the playoffs since being in the league. 

“He’s very familiar with me and how I cover and 
I’m familiar with him and how he runs his routes,” 
Harris said. 

Hilton has Jacoby Brissett throwing to him these 
days, and not the retired Andrew Luck. 

“I would say (covering Hilton was) a lot harder 
when he had Andrew Luck,” Harris said. “But Bris¬ 
sett is playing good football and it’s going to be a 
challenge. ... I know I have a lot of pressure on me 
every week. I try to do whatever I can to give our 
team a chance to win.” 


We have to 
be focused 
on the Colts 
and the 
season is not 
lost yet. I’m 
not throwing 
the season 
into the 
dump yet. ^ 

Chris Harris 

Broncos CB 
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AFC individual leaders 

Weeks 
Quarterbacks 


tt Com Yds TD Int 

241 157 2180 15 1 

276 183 2114 11 6 

_ 273 180 1992 11 4 

D. Watson, HOU 235 163 1952 13 5 

Dalton, CIN 286 172 1923 8 8 

Minshew, JAC 226 139 1697 10 2 

L Jackson, BAL 215 136 1650 11 5 

Flacco, DEN 230 151 1648 6 5 

Mayfield, CLE 198 112 1496 5 11 

D. Carr, OAK 189 140 1410 8 4 

Rushers 

Yds Avg LG TD 


Mahomes, KC 
Rivers, LAC 
Brady, NE 


Fournette, JAC 
N. Chubb, CLE bu/ 

L Jackson, BAL 83 576 
J. Jacobs, OAK 109 554 
M. Mack, IND 119 514 
D. Henry, TEN 135 506 
Ma. Ingram, BAL 99 470 


5.0 81 
5.3 88t 6 


Chark, JAC 
K. Allen, LAC 
Co. Sutton, DEN 
Kelce, KC 
D. Hopkins, HOU 
Edelman, NE 
Ekeler, LAC 
Waller, OAK 
Jo. Brown, BUF 
Boyd, CIN 


119 390 3.3 26 6 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 


A. Cole, OAK 
T. Long, LAC 
Berry, PIT 
Kern, TEN 
L. Edwards, NYJ 
Haack, MIA 
Koch, BAL 
Gillan, CLE 
Cooke, JAC 
Wadman, DEN 


Ma. Ingram, BAL 
Ekeler, LAC 
N. Chubb, CLE 
D. Henry, TEN 
Michel, NE 
D. Watson, HOU 
Chark, JAC 
Conner, PIT 
T. Hilton, IND 
Jacobs OAK 
Lindsay DEN 
Williams OAK 


Tucker, BAL 
Butker, KC 
Lambo, JAC 
Boswell, PIT 
Fairbairn, HOU 
McManus, DEN 
Bullock, CIN 
Vinatieri, IND 
Seibert, CLE 
Hauschka, BUF 


3 


AFC team statistics 

Weeks 

AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 
434.9 204.1 

400.4 82.3 

396.0 134.1 


Baltimore 

Kansas City 

Houston 

Jacksonville 

New England 

Oakland 

L.A. Chargers 

Buffalo 

Cleveland 

Indianapolis 

Denver 

Tennessee 

Cincinnati 

Pittsburgh 

Miami 

N.Y. Jets 


New England 

Buffalo 

Denver 

Tennessee 

L.A. Chargers 

Baltimore 

N.Y. Jets 

Pittsburgh 

Houston 

Jacksonville 

Indianapolis 

Cleveland 

Oakland 

Kansas City 

Miami 

Cincinnati 


378.4 


140.1 


305.3 53.1 

276.5 76.5 

258.7 66.7 

209.0 66.8 

DEFENSE 
Yards Rush 
223.1 74.7 

292.7 91.3 


NFC individuai ieaders 

Weeks 
Quarterbacks 


Att Com Yds TD Int 

285 202 2170 15 8 

238 168 2123 12 7 

250 162 2019 13 2 

UOTT, LA 283 175 1995 9 7 

Ru. Wilson, SEA 230 157 1945 15 1 

. . 220 132 1771 12 10 

259 167 1768 7 4 

218 136 1751 13 3 

189 132 1711 13 3 

240 147 1649 13 4 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

133 725 " 

127 618 
135 602 
139 569 
73 411 
101 399 
86 373 
77 347 
82 311 
55 309 
Receivers 
No Yds Avg LG TD 
Mic. Thomas, NOR 62 763 12.3 42 3 


Ryan, ATL 
Prescott, DAL 
Rodgers, GBY 


Winston, TAM 
K. Murray, ARI 
Stafford, DET 
Cousins, MIN 
Wentz, PHL 


D. Cook, MIN 
McCaffrey, CAR 

E. Elliott, DAL 
Carson, SEA 
Breida, SNF 
A. Jones, GBY 
Kamara, NOR 
J. Howard, PHL 
Gurley, LA 
Barkley, NYG 


5.5 75t 
4.9 84t 

4.5 27 


4.5 19 4 

3.8 25 5 

5.6 59 2 


Kupp, L 

S. Diggs, MIN 30 562 18.7 66 4 

Ju. Jones, ATL 40 560 14.0 54t 4 

Hooper, ATL 46 526 11.4 30 4 

Lockett, SEA 40 515 12.9 44t 4 

Al. Robinson, CHI 41 464 11.3 32 3 

M. Evans, TAM 27 464 17.2 67t 4 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 


Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 
24 1144 60 47.7 
20 946 60 47.3 
26 1225 62 47.1 
42 1968 70 46.9 
41 1916 63 46.7 
31 1448 62 46.7 
18 840 57 46.7 
28 1289 71 46.0 

35 1599 61 45.7 

36 1629 64 45.2 
Punt Returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

10 106 10.6 25 0 

8 82 10.2 19 0 

10 92 9.2 23 0 

19 171 9.0 22 0 

17 130 7.6 42 0 

8 53 6.6 12 0 

■ 76 5.4 -- - 


Way, WAS 
J. Scott, GBY 
A. Lee, ARI 
Palardy, CAR 
Johnston, PHL 
Hekker, LA 
Colquitt, MIN 
O’Donnell, CHI 
Dickson, SEA 
Morstead, NOR 


Cy. Jones, BAL 
Rogers, IND 
D. Carter, HOU 
Olszewski, NE 
Spencer, DEN 
Berrios, NYJ a 

A. Roberts, BUF 14 

De’A. Thomas, KC 13 55 4.2 

Westbrook, JAC 13 51 3.9 15 0 

Kickoff Returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

B. Wilson, CIN 9 337 37.4 92t 1 

Hilliard, CLE 8 246 30.8 74 0 

Grant, MIA 10 236 23.6 39 0 

J. Hill, BAL 10 203 20.3 46 0 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
‘ 0 44 


Cohen, CHI 
R. James, SNF 
Natson, LA 
D. Harris, NOR 
Sproles, PHL 
R. McCloud, CAR 
Barner, ATL 
T. Quinn, WAS 
Lockett, SEA 


37 1850 66 50.0 
35 1722 66 49.2 

23 1100 59 47.8 

28 1337 58 47.8 
25 1191 60 47.6 
21 980 71 46.7 

24 1119 59 46.6 
32 1485 75 46.4 
31 1417 60 45.7 
30 1363 64 45.4 

Punt Returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

11 140 12.7 71 0 

13 157 12.1 32 0 

12 118 9.8 35 0 

20 196 9.8 53t 1 

- 84 9.3 -- - 

82 8.2 


11 85 7.7 18 0 


Patterson, CHI 
Agnew, DET 
Ballentine, NYG 
Sanders, PHL 


0 42 
0 36 
0 36 
0 36 
0 32 
0 30 
0 30 
^ 0 30 

4 4 0 0 24 

4 4 0 0 24 

4 0 4 0 24 

Kicking 

PAT FG LG Pts 
20-20 16-16 51 68 
22-23 14-16 46 64 
10-10 18-18 48 64 
12-12 11-11 49 45 
18-22 9-12 50 45 

8-9 12-15 53 44 

12- 12 10-12 48 42 

13- 16 8-11 49 37 

10-12 8-8 48 34 

12-12 7-9 46 33 


A. Jones, GBY 
McCaffrey, CAR 

D. Cook, MIN 
Thielen, MIN 

E. Elliott, DAL 
Godwin, TAM 
Gurley, LA 
Cooper, DAL 
Edmonds, ARI 
Howard, PHI 
Johnson, ARI 
Jones DET 
McLaurin WAS 

Gonzalez, ARI 
Zuerlein, LA 
Lutz, NOR 
Slye, CAR 
Prater, DET 
M. Crosby, GBY 
Gould, SNF 
Maher, DAL 
Gay, TAM 


64 7.1 

31 3.1 . 

Kickoff Returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
9 308 34.2102t 1 

8 246 30.8 loot 1 

9 237 26.3 52 0 

11 259 23.5 67 0 

Scoring 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
0 54 


9 7 2 0 54 

8 8 0 0 48 

7 1 6 0 42 

6 6 0 0 36 

6 0 6 0 36 

6 5 1 0 36 

5 0 5 0 30 

5 4 1 0 30 

5 4 1 0 30 

5 2 3 0 30 

5 0 5 0 30 

5 0 5 0 30 

Kicking 

PAT FG LG Pts 

13- 13 18-21 47 67 
19-19 15-19 58 64 

15- 16 15-18 58 60 
17-18 13-18 55 56 

14- 15 13-15 55 53 
22-22 10-11 48 52 

16- 16 12-19 47 52 
22-22 10-14 63 52 
16-18 11-13 58 49 


Pass 

230.7 

318.1 

261.9 

238.3 

279.7 
233.0 

293.4 

225.3 

231.3 

221.8 

207.9 

204.6 

252.1 
200.0 
192.0 

142.2 

Pass 

148.4 

201.3 

195.3 

232.9 
216.1 

265.4 
260.0 

244.2 

275.6 

243.9 

250.2 

219.3 

289.8 

228.6 

256.5 

241.9 


NFC team statistics 

Weeks 

AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 

437.9 146.0 

391.6 127.0 

391.0 160.0 

387.2 172.7 


Seattle 

Minnesota 

San Francisco 

Detroit 

Green Bay 

L.A. Rams 

Tampa Bay 

Atlanta 

Arizona 

New Orleans 

Carolina 

Philadelphia 

N.Y. Giants 

Washington 

Chicago 


San Francisco 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

New Orleans 

L.A. Rams 

Chicago 

Carolina 

Seattle 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Tampa Bay 

Green Bay 

Atlanta 

N.Y. Giants 

Arizona 

Detroit 


373.4 

372.3 
367.7 

367.4 


103.2 

99.3 

97.1 

98.2 

68.4 


291.9 

264.6 

231.0 

214.5 

277.2 


263.7 
DEFENSE 

Yards Rush 
223.5 

324.9 

327.9 
327.9 
329.3 

330.8 


70.0 


90.0 

96.9 
90.0 
90.6 

95.9 
94.3 


299.0 

230.6 
245.0 

223.5 
228.1 
223.0 

182.9 

193.7 

Pass 

133.5 
228.0 

237.9 

237.3 

233.4 

236.5 
225.0 
249.0 

270.6 
236.0 
304.5 
252.1 
274.0 
257.0 
263.3 



Jerry Holt, Star Tribune/AP 


Minnesota Vikings wide receiver Adam Thielen (19) reacts after putting weight on his right leg, as he 
walks off the field with a hamstring injury in the first quarter of the Vikings’ 42-30 defeat of the Detroit 
Lions on Sunday. With crucial games coming up, he may miss Thursday’s game at Washington. 


Vikings' balance mitigates 
Thielen's potential absence 


By Dave Campbell 
Associated Press 

EAGAN, Minn. — When Adam 
Thielen left the previous game in 
Detroit because of a hamstring in¬ 
jury he suffered in the first quar¬ 
ter, the Minnesota Vikings didn’t 
miss a beat without their two-time 
Pro Bowl wide receiver. 

The passing clinic that Kirk 
Cousins put on during the 42- 
30 victory over the Lions could 
prove to be good practice, be¬ 
cause Thielen might not be ready 
to play on Thursday night when 
the Vikings host Washington. 

Though he has never missed a 
game in his NFL career, partici¬ 
pating in 90 consecutive contests 
including the playoffs, Thielen 
will get only three days for the 
muscle to heal in time. He was 
held out of practice on Tuesday 
afternoon. 

“I don’t know what the percent 
chance is, but I feel great. Obvi¬ 
ously it’s a short week,” Thielen 
said, later adding: “I’m just trust¬ 
ing this training staff I have a lot 
of confidence in them. I’m doing 
everything I can, they’re doing 
everything they can, and I’m 
hopeful.” 

With difficult road games 
against Kansas City and Dallas 
looming in November to start the 
second half of the schedule, giv¬ 
ing Thielen a full two weeks to 
recover could yield a greater re¬ 
ward than from the risk, however 
small it might be, of putting him 
on the field against the Redskins. 
The way this balanced and diver¬ 
sified offense has been playing 
in October would figure to make 
that decision easier. 

After Thielen was hurt on his 



Minnesota Vikings (5-2) 
at Washington Redskins (1-6) 

AFN-Sports 
2:20 a.m. Friday GET 
9:20 a.m. Friday JKT 


touchdown reception, the Vikings 
crossed the goal line five times in 
their next seven possessions. One 
drive ended with a missed field 
goal after Stefon Diggs had an 
on-target throw slip through his 
hands in the end zone. 

The play-action passes set up 
by running back Dalvin Cook’s 
continued gains in the ground 
game allowed Cousins to not 
only go deep to Diggs but find 
tight ends Kyle Rudolph and Irv 
Smith Jr. and fullback C.J. Ham 
underneath the secondary. Then 
there was the emergence of wide 
receiver Olabisi Johnson, the sev¬ 
enth-round draft pick. 

“We’re going to call on them 
throughout, whether Adam’s 
healthy or not,” Cousins said. 

Cousins has surged to the top of 
the league in passer rating (114.3) 
and yards per pass attempt (9.1) 
among quarterbacks with a qual¬ 
ifying amount of throws. There 
will be many more challenges 
ahead this season, but three 
weeks after a particularly rough 
game at Chicago raised questions 
about his ability to be a winning 
quarterback. Cousins has sure 


By the numbers 


114.3 

The passing efficiency 
rating for Minnesota Vikings 
quarterback Kirk Cousins, 
which tops the league and 
is a career best for him. 

96.3 

Cousins’ career passer 
rating throgh his eight 
seasons int he NFL, 
including this season. 

93.9 

Cousins’ passer rating 
in the 2017-18 season, 
his final season with the 
Washington Redskins. 


quieted the concerns with his 
most recent performances. He’s 
the first quarterback in NFL his¬ 
tory to post at least 300 yards with 
a passer rating of 135 or higher in 
three consecutive games. 
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NHL 


Roundup 


Scoreboard 


Eichel leads Sabres 
past Sharks in OT 


Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Jack Eichel 
capped a two-goal, two-assist 
game by scoring 3:13 into over¬ 
time to lead the Buffalo Sabres 
to a 4-3 win over the San Jose 
Sharks on Tuesday night. 

The Eastern Conference-lead¬ 
ing Sabres overcame a 2-0 first- 
period deficit and responded 
after San Jose’s Erik Karlsson 
tied the game with 8:33 remain¬ 
ing in regulation. 

Jeff Skinner and Sam Reinhart 
also scored for the Sabres, who 
improved to 8-1-1. Carter Hutton 
stopped 25 shots and Buffalo com¬ 
pleted a home-and-home sweep of 
the Sharks following a 4-3 win at 
San Jose on Saturday. 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic and 
Dylan Gambrell also scored for 
San Jose, which at 3-5-1 matched 
its worst start since 2005-06. 
Martin Jones stopped 25 shots, 
and had little chance on Eichel’s 
decisive goal. 

Bruins 4, Maple Leafs 2: David 
Pastrnak scored his league-lead¬ 
ing 10th goal and added an assist 
as host Boston beat Toronto. 

Brad Marchand also had a goal 
and an assist, and Brett Ritchie 
and Par Lindholm also scored 
for the Bruins, who were playing 
for the first time since a 4-3 loss 
in overtime at Toronto on Satur¬ 
day night. Tuukka Rask made 28 
saves in his 500th career game. 

Kasperi Kapanen and Alexan¬ 
der Kerfoot had a goal and assist 
apiece for the Maple Leafs, who 
were coming off an overtime loss 
to Columbus at home on Mon¬ 
day night. Michael Hutchinson 
stopped 35 shots. 

Panthers 4, Penguins 2: Jon¬ 
athan Huberdeau had a goal and 
an assist to lift host Florida past 
Pittsburgh. 

Denis Malgin had a goal and 
an assist, and Noel Acciari, 
and Frank Vatrano also scored 
goals for the Panthers. Sergei 
Bobrovsky stopped 22 shots. 
Aleksander Barkov had a pair of 
assists. 

Patric Hornqvist and Teddy 
Blueger scored for the Penguins. 
Matt Murray made 18 saves. 

Florida has won two of its past 
three games. After winning five 
in a row, the Penguins lost their 
second straight game. 

Coyotes 3, Rangers 2 (OT): 
Christian Dvorak scored 1:04 
into overtime to lift Arizona to a 
win at New York. 

Lawson Crouse and Alex Goli- 
goski also scored for the Coyotes. 
Darcy Kuemper made 17 saves 
while holding opponents to two or 
fewer goals for the 13th straight 
start. 

Tony DeAngelo scored twice 
and Alexandar Georgiev stopped 
32 shots as the Rangers lost their 
fifth straight (0-4-1). 

Predators 6, Ducks 1: Roman 
Josi and Viktor Arvidsson each 


had a goal and an assist to lead 
host Nashville past Anaheim. 

Colton Sissons, Rocco Grimal¬ 
di, Mattias Ekholm and Calle 
Jarnkrok also scored as the Pred¬ 
ators snapped a two-game losing 
streak. Pekka Rinne made 26 
saves to earn the victory. 

Ryan Getzlaf had the lone 
goal for the Ducks, losers of two 
straight. 

Canucks 5, Red Wings 2: Bo 

Horvat scored three of Vancou¬ 
ver’s five goals in the third period 
for his first career hat trick, and 
the Canucks rallied from two 
down to win at skidding Detroit. 

Jake Virtanen got the game- 
winner and Tim Schaller also 
scored for Vancouver, which has 
won six of seven. Elias Pettersson 
and defenseman Quinn Hughes 
had two assists apiece. Jacob 
Markstrom stopped 31 shots. 

Wild 3, Oilers 0: Eric Staal 
broke out of an early slump with 
two goals and an assist, and host 
Minnesota beat Edmonton. 

Brad Hunt also scored for the 
Wild, who may be without goal- 
tender Devan Dubnyk for a while. 
Dubnyk was upended early in the 
second period after Minnesota’s 
Ryan Donato fell to the ice while 
battling the Oilers’ Brandon Man¬ 
ning. Dubnyk tried to leap over 
both sliding players, but fell hard 
on his backside and appeared to 
hit the back of his head on the 
ice. 

Golden Knights 2 , Blackhawks 
1 (SO): Marc-Andre Fleury 

made 31 saves through overtime 
and two more stops in the shoot¬ 
out, leading Vegas to a win at 
Chicago. 

Fleury was beaten by Jona¬ 
than Toews in the first round of 
the tiebreaker, and then turned 
away attempts by Patrick Kane 
and Alex DeBrincat. Jonathan 
Marchessault and Shea Theodore 
beat Robin Lehner on the other 
end, giving the Golden Knights 
the victory after they lost 6-2 at 
Philadelphia on Monday night. 

Kings 3, Jets 2: Anze Kopitar 
scored a power-play goal in the 
third period and Los Angeles won 
at Winnipeg. 

Austin Wagner and Kurtis Mac- 
Dermid also scored for the Kings, 
who won their second straight 
game after losing the previous 
three. Jonathan Quick, who got 
an assist on Kopitar’s fourth goal 
of the season, stopped 26 shots. 

Capitals 5, Flames 3: Wash¬ 
ington defenseman John Carlson 
scored twice to help Washington 
win at Calgary. 

Alex Ovechkin had a goal and 
an assist and Tom Wilson also 
scored for the Capitals. Chandler 
Stephenson got credit for an own 
goal by the Flames. Braden Holt- 
by had 32 saves.Carlson leads the 
NHL with 20 points (five goals, 15 
assists). 


Eastern Conference 


Buffalo 

Boston 

Toronto 

Florida 

Montreal 

Tampa Bay 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


8 1 1 17 


GF GA 

38 24 
26 20 
40 39 
30 33 
34 30 
29 27 
21 33 
17 29 


Carolina 
Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Islanders 
Columbus 
Philadelphia 
New Jersey 
N.Y. Rangers 


30 25 
34 27 
21 20 
22 29 
21 21 
19 31 
19 25 


Western Conference 


Colorado 
Nashville 
St. Louis 
Winnipeg 

Chicago 

Minnesota 


Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GFGA 

9 7 1 1 15 36 24 

9 5 3 1 11 38 32 

9 4 2 3 11 27 30 

11 5 6 0 10 30 36 

. 23 32 

19 22 
21 32 


2 3 2 

3 6 0 


Pacific Division 

Edmonton 10 7 2 1 15 31 24 

Vegas 11 7 4 0 14 36 28 

Vancouver 9 6 3 0 12 30 19 

Anaheim 10 6 4 0 12 24 22 

Arizona 8 5 2 1 11 24 15 

Calgary 11 5 5 1 11 29 32 

Los Angeles 9 4 5 0 8 27 34 

San Jose 9 3 5 1 7 24 32 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Columbus 4, Toronto 3, OT 
Philadelphia 6, Vegas 2 
St. Louis 3, Colorado 1 
Dallas 2, Ottawa 1 

Tuesday’s games 
Arizona 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, OT 
Buffalo 4, San Jose 3, OT 
Boston 4, Toronto 2 
Florida 4, Pittsburgh 2 
Vancouver 5, Detroit 2 
Los Angeles 3, Winnipeg 2 
Minnesota 3, Edmonton 0 
Nashville 6, Anaheim 1 
Vegas 2, Chicago 1, SO 
Washington 5, Calgary 3 

Wednesday’s games 
Detroit at Ottawa 
Pittsburgh at Tampa Bay 
Thursday’s games 
Buffalo at N.Y. Rangers 
San Jose at Montreal 
Carolina at Columbus 
Arizona at. N.Y. Islanders 
Los Angeles at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Nashville 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
Anaheim at Dallas 
Washington at Edmonton 
Florida at Calgary 

Friday’s games 
Colorado at Vegas 
San Jose at Toronto 
Arizona at New Jersey 
N.Y. Islanders at Ottawa 
Buffalo at Detroit 
Washington at Vancouver 


Nov. 18 — Hockey Hall of Fame Induc¬ 
tion, Toronto. 

Jan. 1, 2020 — Winter Classic, Nash¬ 
ville at Dallas (Cotton Bowl). 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, St. Louis. 

Tuesday 

Golden Knights 2 , 
Blackhawks 1 (SO) 

Vegas 0 0 10-2 

Chicago 1 0 0 0-1 

Vegas won shootout 2-1. 

First Period—1, Chicago, Dach 1 
(Maatta, Strome), 16:15. 

Third Period—2, Vegas, Holden 2 
(Stastny, Stone), 18:27. 

Shootout—Vegas 2 (Pirri NG, Marches¬ 
sault G, Theodore G), Chicago 1 (Toews 
G, Kane NG, DeBrincat NG). 

Shots on Goai—Vegas 8-9-15-2—34. 
Chicago 12-12-8-32. 

Power-piay opportunities—Vegas 0 of 
5; Chicago 0 of 4. 

Goaiies—Vegas, Fleury 7-2-0 (32 shots- 
31 saves). Chicago, Lehner 1-0-2 (34-33). 

A-21,172 (19,717). T-2:39. 

Capitals 5, Flames 3 

Washington 0 3 2-5 

Calgary 0 2 1-3 

Second Period—1, Washington, Carl¬ 
son 4 (Ovechkin, Oshie), 0:35. 2, Wash¬ 
ington, Stephenson 1, 2:41. 3, Calgary, 
Lindholm 6 (Giordano, Gaudreau), 3:19 
(pp). 4, Calgary, Czarnik 1 (Brodie, Lucic), 
16:25. 5, Washington, Ovechkin 7 (Gudas, 
Backstrom), 16:35. 

Third Period—6 , Washington, Wilson 
4 (Kempny, Eller), 12:34. 7, Washington, 
Carlson 5, 18:15. 8, Calgary, Rieder 1 
(Ryan, Mangiapane), 19:44. 

Shots on Goal—Washington 9-8-13— 
30. Calgary 15-10-10-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 3; Calgary 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Washington, Holtby 4-1-2 (35 
shots-32 saves). Calgary, Talbot 1-2-0 
(29-25). 

A-18,002 (19,289). T-2:24. 



Charles Rex Arbogast/AP 


The Vegas Golden Knights celebrate Shea Theodore’s shootout goal 
in a 2-1 defeat of the Chicago Blackhawks Tuesday in Chicago. 


Sabres 4, Sharks 3 (OT) 

San Jose 2 0 1 0-3 

Buffalo 0 2 11-4 

First Period—1, San Jose, Gambrell 1 
(Sorensen, E.Karlsson), 5:46. 2, San Jose, 
Vlasic 1 (Meier, Marleau), 15:23. 

Second Period—3, Buffalo, Eichel 5 
(Dahlin, Olofsson), 7:21 (pp). 4, Buffalo, 
Reinhart 4 (Eichel, Ristolainen), 19:29. 

Third Period—5, Buffalo, Skinner 6 
(Eichel, Jokiharju), 0:45. 6, San Jose, 
E.Karlsson 1 (Marleau, Labanc), 11:27. 

Overtime—7, Buffalo, Eichel 6 (Mittel- 
stadt, Ristolainen), 3:13. 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 10-5-13—28. 
Buffalo 14-10-4-1-29. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 2; Buffalo 1 of 4. 

Goalies—San Jose, Jones 2-4-1 (29 
shots-25 saves). Buffalo, Hutton 6-0-0 
(28-25). 

A-15,876 (19,070). T-2:32. 

Bruins 4, Maple Leafs 2 

Toronto 0 2 0-2 

Boston 1 1 2-4 

First Period—1, Boston, Pastrnak 10 
(Marchand, Krug), 17:15 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Toronto, Kapanen 3 
(Hoi I, Kerfoot), 4:23. 3, Boston, Marchand 
5 (McAvoy, Pastrnak), 6:09. 4, Toronto, 
Kerfoot 4 (Nylander, Kapanen), 12:54 
(pp). 

Third Period—5, Boston, Ritchie 2 (De- 
Brusk), 6:35. 6, Boston, Lindholm 1 (Kura- 
ly), 17:57. 

Shots on Goal—Toronto 10-12-8—30. 
Boston 12-13-14-39. 

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 1 
of 4; Boston 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Toronto, Hutchinson 0-2-1 
(39 shots-35 saves). Boston, Rask 4-0-1 
(30-28). 

A-17,193 (17,565). T-2:44. 


Coyotes 3, Rangers 2 (OT) 

Arizona 110 1-3 

N.Y. Rangers 0 2 0 0-2 

First Period—1, Arizona, Crouse 2 
(Fischer, Soderberg), 13:06. 

Second Period—2, N.Y. Rangers, DeAn¬ 
gelo 2 (Lemieux, Buchnevich), 5:04.3, Ari¬ 
zona, Goligoski 1 (Chychrun, Schmaltz), 
13:46 (pp). 4, N.Y. Rangers, DeAngelo 3 
(Strome, Kakko), 18:00 (pp). 

Overtime—5, Arizona, Dvorak4 (Keller, 
Goligoski), 1:04. 

Shots on Goal—Arizona 21-8-5-1—35. 
N.Y. Rangers 4-12-3—19. 

Power-play opportunities—Arizona 1 
of 5; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Arizona, Kuemper 4-2-0 (19 
shots-17 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 
1-1-1 (35-32). 

A-17,435 (18,006). T-2:25. 


Predators 6, Ducks 1 

Anaheim 0 0 1-1 

Nashville 2 2 2-6 

First Period—1, Nashville, Josi 4 (Ellis, 
Duchene), 11:23 (pp). 2, Nashville, Sis¬ 
sons 3, 16:19. 

Second Period—3, Nashville, Grimaldi 
1 (Josi, Bonino), 0:35.4, Nashville, Ekholm 
3, 10:08 (sh). 

Third Period—5, Anaheim, Getzlaf 3, 
3:59. 6, Nashville, Arvidsson 4, 4:30. 7, 
Nashville, Jarnkrok 2 (Turris, Arvidsson), 
8:19. 

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 14-10-3—27. 
Nashville 10-9-11-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 0 
of 3; Nashville 1 of 6. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Miller 2-0-0 (11 
shots-9 saves), Gibson 4-4-0 (19-15). 
Nashville, Rinne 5-0-1 (27-26). 

A-17,424 (17,113). T-2:27. 


Wild 3, Oilers 0 

Edmonton 0 0 0-0 

Minnesota 3 0 0-3 

First Period—1, Minnesota, Staal 1 
(Greenway, Zuccarello), 11:33. 2, Minne¬ 
sota, Staal 2 (Greenway, Soucy), 12:48. 3, 
Minnesota, Hunt 4 (Staal, Dumba), 16:46 
(pp). 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 8-9-8—25. 
Minnesota 12-10-8-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 2; Minnesota 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Smith 3-2-1 (30 
shots-27 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 2-5- 
0 (9-9), Stalock 1-1-0 (16-16). 

A-17,189 (18,064). T-2:26. 

Kings 3, Jets 2 

Los Angeles 1 1 1-3 

Winnipeg 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Wagner 
2 (Clifford, Martinez), 10:32. 2, Winnipeg, 
Connor 4 (Ehlers, Little), 17:07. 

Second Period—3, Los Angeles, Mac- 
Dermid 1, 4:16. 4, Winnipeg, Ehlers 4 
(Heinola, Pionk), 12:28. 

Third Period—5, Los Angeles, Kopitar 4 
(Quick, Doughty), 5:52 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 21-11-9— 
41. Winnipeg 5-12-11—28. 

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange¬ 
les 1 of 4; Winnipeg 0 of 5. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 2-3-0 (28 
shots-26 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
4-4-0 (41-38). 

A-15,325 (15,321). T-2:33. 


Panthers 4, Penguins 2 

Pittsburgh 0 1 1-2 

Florida 0 2 2-4 

Second Period—1, Florida, Acciari 3 
(Sceviour, Hunt), 10:54. 2, Pittsburgh, 
Blueger 2 (Simon, Guentzel), 11:57. 3, 
Florida, Malgin 3 (Huberdeau), 18:00. 

Third Period—4, Florida, Huberdeau 4 
(Barkov, Stralman), 13:42. 5, Pittsburgh, 
Hornqvist 5 (Guentzel, Crosby), 14:25. 
6, Florida, Vatrano 2 (Barkov, Malgin), 
18:57. 

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 8-6-11—25. 
Florida 5-10-7-22. 

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
Oof 1; Florida Oof 1. 

Goalies—Pittsburgh, Murray 5-3-0 (21 
shots-18 saves). Florida, Bobrovsky 3-2-2 
(25-23). 

A-12,738 (19,250). T-2:14. 

Canucks 5, Red Wings 2 

Vancouver 0 0 5-5 

Detroit 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Detroit, Mantha 7 
(Hronek, Bertuzzi), 16:08 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Detroit, Cholowski 

1 (Hirose, Athanasiou), 9:19 (pp). 

Third Period—3, Vancouver, Horvat 3 
(Hughes, Pettersson), 1:42 (pp). 4, Van¬ 
couver, Horvat 4 (Hughes, Miller), 3:13 
(pp). 5, Vancouver, Virtanen 1 (Leivo, 
Benn), 12:19. 6, Vancouver, Schaller 1 
(Pettersson), 14:21. 7, Vancouver, Horvat 
5 (Benn, Miller), 18:48. 

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 14-11-16— 
41. Detroit 9-17-7-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 

2 of 5; Detroit 2 of 7. 

Goalies—Vancouver, Markstrom 4-2-0 
(33 shots-31 saves). Detroit, Howard 1-4- 
0 (40-36). 

A-18,455 (20,000). T-2:27. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Tuesday 

GP G A PTS 

John Carlson, WAS 11 5 15 20 

David Pastrnak, BQS 9 10 7 17 

Connor McDavid, EDM 10 5 12 17 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NBA 



Michigan State senior guard Cassius Winston, left, headlines the 
Associated Press Ali-America team, along with Marquette guard 
Markus Howard, Louisviile junior forward Jordan Nwora, Seton Hall 
senior guard Myles Powell and Memphis freshman James Wiseman. 


Winston, Howard 
top AP’s preseason 
All-America squad 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

Cassius Winston had a long list 
of accomplishments at Michigan 
State. He led the Spartans to Big 
Ten regular-season and tourna¬ 
ment titles and into the Final 
Four. He was the Big Ten player 
of the year, an Associated Press 
All-American, one of the nation’s 
best players. 

No one would have blamed the 
gritty guard for bolting to the 
NBA. His place in Michigan State 
history was already secured. 

But Winston wanted more, to 
add to his legacy in East Lansing, 
so he opted to return for his se¬ 
nior season. 

Winston is the only consen¬ 
sus selection on The Associated 
Press preseason All-America 
team announced Tuesday, a day 
after Michigan State was ranked 
No. 1 in the AP preseason poll. 

He is joined by high-scoring 
Marquette senior guard Markus 
Howard, Louisville junior for¬ 
ward Jordan Nwora, Seton Hall 
senior guard Myles Powell and 
Memphis freshman James Wise¬ 
man on the five-player team. 

“He is the straw that stirs the 
drink and I think deserves all 
the attention he’s been getting 
because he is a special player,” 
Michigan State coach Tom Izzo 
said of Winston. “But I think he’s 
handled it pretty well too with a 
lot of class and has worked hard.” 

Winston is rarely the tallest, 
fastest or most athletic player 
on the floor. He reportedly can’t 
even dunk. 

But the 6-foot-1 guard is often 
the best player out there. 

Smart and able to see things be¬ 
fore they develop, Winston has a 
feel for the game that allows him 
to beat players with more size and 
athleticism. 

Winston has steadily pro¬ 
gressed during his time in East 
Lansing, going from a reliable 
backup as a freshman to one of 
the nation’s best floor leaders. 


He averaged 18.8 points and 7.5 
assists as a junior, leading the 
Spartans to the Final Four for the 
eighth time under Izzo. 

Now Winston is back for more, 
hoping to take the Spartans even 
deeper. 

“You’ve got little taste of it. 
That’s never enough,” Winston 
said. “You want to take it another 
step further.” 

Like Winston, Howard and 
Powell considered leaving for the 
NBA after high-scoring junior 
seasons. 

Both opted to stay and are ex¬ 
pected to keep putting up big 
numbers. 

The 5-11, 175-pound Howard 
developed a knack for getting 
off shots against bigger players. 
Through an array of step-back 
three-pointers and crafty drives 
to the basket, he finished fifth na¬ 
tionally with 25 points per game 
in 2018-19 and is the only NCAA 
player the past 20 years with two 
career 50-point games. 

Powell was an AP honorable 
mention All-American last sea¬ 
son after averaging 23.1 points, 
13th-best nationally, and leading 
the Pirates to the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment for the fourth straight year. 

Nwora joined teammate Ste¬ 
ven Enoch in opting to return to 
Louisville, helping the Cardinals 
earn a No. 5 preseason ranking. 

A 6-8 forward, Nwora raised 
his scoring average 11.3 points 
from his freshman season to 17 
per game last year while leading 
Louisville in rebounding with 7.6. 
He also led the Cardinals with 77 
3-pointers and made 37% percent 
from the arc as a sophomore. 

The 7-1 Wiseman was widely 
regarded as the top prospect of 
the 2019 recruiting class and gave 
Penny Hardaway a huge boost in 
his second season as Memphis’ 
coach by opting to play for his 
hometown college. Wiseman has 
good mobility for his size, can 
create his own shot and has been 
projected to be the No. 1 in pick in 
next year’s NBA draft. 


76ers find Brand identity 

GM goes full circle in 
championship search 


By Dan Gelston 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — While his front office con¬ 
temporaries enjoyed the spoils of splashy signings 
and bold trades, Elton Brand flew halfway across 
the world to serve as perhaps the most overqualified 
ball boy for the league’s most enigmatic talent. 

As Joel Embiid hoisted jumpers in his offseason 
workouts in Cameroon, his general manager gladly 
grabbed loose rebounds, the game plan of an equal 
parts hectic and intensely personal visit Brand 
hoped would deepen the bond between Embiid and 
the only franchise he’s ever known. No member of 
the Philadelphia 76ers had ever made the pilgrim¬ 
age to Africa’s west coast to spend time in Embiid’s 
homeland. Yet there Brand was, running a local hill 
with Embiid’s cousin. Taking in home-cooked meals 
prepared by Embiid’s mom, Christine. Getting a 
tour of the city of 2.8 million. 

It wasn’t something Brand needed to do. Embiid is 
locked up in Philadelphia indefinitely . Yet the trip 
was significant to Brand, who called it “touching.” 

The man tasked with helping the 76ers finish The 
Process they started earlier this decade believes a 
personal touch can help Philadelphia take the final 
steps from joke to juggernaut. 

When the Sixers open the season against Boston 
on Wednesday night. Brand will sit in his usual seat 
on press row, with a clear view of Embiid, Ben Sim¬ 
mons and perhaps the best Sixers team to hit the 
court since the last one to win it all in 1983. The NBA 
championship Brand failed to win with the Sixers as 
a ballyhooed player is now within his grasp as the 
architect of a popular pick to win the East. 

“I just think he’s a star,” 
coach Brett Brown said. “And 
I’m just thrilled I’m doing this 
with him.” 

The media room inside the 
76ers’ New Jersey headquar¬ 
ters is showcased with over¬ 
sized magazine covers that 
include Moses Malone and Ju¬ 
lius Erving leading the team 
to some of its greatest heights. 

The cover noticeably absent is 
an October 2008 issue of Sports 
Illustrated of a 29-year-old 
Brand that reads, “How Far Can Elton Brand Take 
The Sixers?” 

Before televised decisions and superstar duos 
ruled the market. Brand was the marquee star of 
the free-agent class, the No. 1 pick in the 1999 draft 
out of Duke who rolled into Philly with career num¬ 
bers of 20.3 points and 10.2 rebounds. 

He signed an $82 million, five-year deal — dubbed 
then the “Philly Max” — that made the power for¬ 
ward the expected centerpiece that would trans¬ 
form the forlorn Sixers into Eastern Conference 
contenders. 

Brand’s image was plastered around town on ev¬ 
erything from billboards to buses, and he was de¬ 
fined as the Sixers’ savior. Brand instead was a bust 
from his first season (he played in just 29 games) 
in Philly and was riddled with injuries to the point 
where the Sixers used an amnesty buyout on him in 
2012 for salary cap relief He played for four coach¬ 
es over that span and the Sixers never threatened 
for a championship. 

The idea of what could have been as a player — a 
celebratory parade down Broad Street — motivates 
him to finish the championship push from the front 
office. 

“We had an OK time, but it wasn’t the best,” 
Brand said. “Everybody else, I feel, got their mon¬ 
ey’s worth. Clippers, Bulls, Dallas, Atlanta. I want to 
win a championship for these fans, this city.” 

About 14 months ago. Brand was again a prized 
prospect, only this time in the front office as the gen¬ 
eral manager in Delaware with the 76ers’ G League 


Matt Rourke/AP 

Philadelphia 76ers general manager Elton Brand 
was a high-profile bust when he played for the 
76ers. He got a second chance in the front office 
and said he is determined to lead the organization 
to the championship he couldn’t win as a player. 

affiliate. He ran a draft, made tons of trades, and 
handled meaningful and menial operations from 
parking passes to pumping ticket sales. Brand cut 
his teeth driving in snowy Midwest roads to scout 
developmental games in Oshkosh, Wis., and other 
remote towns far removed from the luxe life of the 
NBA. 

Former Sixers GM Bryan Colangelo was im¬ 
pressed with the persistence, and put Brand on a 
career path toward Philadelphia. 

“Bryan spoke of a succession plan with me,” 
Brand said. “He gave me unparalleled access. I’m 
in some calls with some big-name players. I’m in 
the room. The draft, everything. The access he gave 
me. I’m very appreciative of it. I got to see how the 
business ran on the highest of levels.” 

Brand’s rise from G League to making deals for 
Tobias Harris and Jimmy Butler in about a year 
didn’t come through a slow rise up the corporate 
ladder, but rather, because of thoughtless 140-char¬ 
acter bursts on Twitter in one of the more ludicrous 
stories in NBA history . Colangelo resigned in June 
2018 as the 76ers president of basketball operations 
after what an investigation concluded was “careless 
and in some instances reckless” sharing of sensi¬ 
tive team information on Twitter. The Sixers were 
stunned when an independent review found that 
Colangelo’s wife, Barbara Bottini, operated four 
Twitter accounts and admitted using private infor¬ 
mation to criticize the Sixers and rival colleagues. 

Brown steadied the course over the summer as 
interim GM but wanted to yield the title to someone 
more equipped to handle the grind of the job. Hous¬ 
ton’s Daryl Morey was a top candidate — imagine 
yet another Twitter scandal rocking the organiza¬ 
tion — forcing Brand to prove to the Josh Harris/ 
David Blitzer ownership group the new kid on the 
executive block could grow the Sixers from contend¬ 
er to champions. 

Brand said he turned down an assistant GM po¬ 
sition offered by the Atlanta Hawks after the 2015 
season because he wasn’t ready to put in 14-plus 
hour work days. But in Philly, Brand was up for the 
challenge, even as he suggested to Harris he should 
hire a proven GM if the right one was available. 

“I had to convince myself, even, that I could do 
this job,” Brand said. 

Brand was hired last September, a move that not 
only made him GM at 39, but it kept the core of the 
front office that included Alex Rucker, Ned Cohen 
and Marc Eversley together without fear of a new 
boss cleaning house. 

“I felt like this group should be safe because 
Bryan put together a pretty good staff,” Brand said. 
“We did a lot of the work with Brett. If someone else 
comes in, it’s off with their heads. We’re all out of 
here. So if I can lead, if I can step up, I need to do 
that.” 


I had to 
convince 
myself, 
even, that 
I could do 
this job. ^ 

Elton Brand 

New 76ers GM 
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VanVIeet's career night lifts Raptors 



Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 


Toronto guard Fred VanVIeet goes to the basket as New Orleans’ Josh Hart (3) and Nickeil Alexander- 
Walker (0) defend during the host Raptors’ season-opening 130-122 defeat of the Pelicans Tuesday. 

last shot with 8.9 seconds to go. 


His 34 points leads 
defending champs 
to win in opener 

By Ian Harrison 
Associated Press 

TORONTO—The Toronto Rap¬ 
tors slipped on shiny new rings, 
unfurled a championship banner, 
then got their title defense started 
with a hard-fought victory. 

Fred VanVIeet scored a career- 
high 34 points, Pascal Siakam 
fouled out with 34 points and 
18 rebounds, and the defend¬ 
ing champion Raptors beat the 
New Orleans Pelicans 130-122 in 
overtime on Tuesday night in the 
NBA’s season-opening game. 

“Pascal and Freddy, they are 
the young core, they are the guys 
who will carry this thing on,” 
Raptors guard Kyle Lowry said. 
“I’m so happy for those guys to 
go out and perform like tonight. 
We’ll see them grow all year.” 

Lowry scored 22 points, includ¬ 
ing a pair of free throws that put 
Toronto in the lead for good, and 
Serge Ibaka had 13 as the Rap¬ 
tors won their seventh straight 
season opener and posted their 
eighth win in nine meetings with 
the Pelicans. 

“It’s very fun to be in the posi¬ 
tion that we’re in where we just 
won it but we’re kind of on the 
climb again,” VanVIeet said. 

Pelicans guard Jrue Holiday 
tied it at 122 by making a pair of 
free throws with 2:23 left in over¬ 
time. Lowry answered with his 
foul shots, VanVIeet hit a corner 
three, and Lowry also connected 
from long range to cap a 8-0 run. 


“They made a couple of big 
plays at the end that gave them 
separation,” Pelicans coach Alvin 
Gentry said. “That was the differ¬ 
ence in the game.” 

Brandon Ingram scored 22 
points and Josh Hart had 15 
points and 10 rebounds for New 
Orleans, which began the season 
without No. 1 pick Zion William¬ 
son. JJ Redick scored 16 points, 
Nicolo Melli had 14 and Holiday 
added 13. 

The Pelicans made 19 turn¬ 


overs, leading to 22 Toronto 
points. Twelve of New Orleans’ 
turnovers came in the second 
half and overtime. 

“We played hard, but we’ve 
also got to play smart,” Gentry 
said. “We didn’t play smart down 
the stretch there.” 

Lowry made a pair of free 
throws to tie it 117-all with 29 
seconds left in regulation, and To¬ 
ronto’s Norman Powell grabbed 
the rebound on a missed shot by 
Holiday, giving the Raptors one 


Powell got the ball, but his long 
three-pointer hit the back of the 
rim and bounced out, sending it to 
overtime. 

Before the game, the Raptors 
received the biggest champion¬ 
ship rings in NBA history and un¬ 
furled a banner celebrating their 
six-game triumph over Golden 
State last June. 

“I have to start lifting more 
weights so I can carry it around,” 
VanVIeet joked. 


Leonard, bench lead Clippers past Lakers 


By Andrew Greif 

Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES — Injured Los Angeles 
Clippers star Paul George arrived at Staples 
Center on Tuesday wearing a tuxedo jacket 
and bow tie. 

On a night when the NBA’s season-opening 
matchup carried the trappings of a Hollywood 
spectacle, the black-tie outfit felt more appro¬ 
priate than overdressed. 

As celebrities and California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom watched, the matchup of NBA A- 
list stars that had been anticipated since the 
game’s August announcement lived up to its 
promise in the Clippers’ 112-102 victory over 
the Los Angeles Lakers. 

A sold-out crowd of split allegiances alter¬ 
nately booed and celebrated Kawhi Leonard, 
LeBron James and Anthony Davis — and then 
the game started. 

After missing his first two shots and turn¬ 
ing the ball over twice — a start that mirrored 
his team’s disastrous first four minutes of¬ 
fensively — Leonard made seven consecutive 
shots and assisted on two others to turn an 
11-point Clippers deficit into a second-quarter 
lead. He finished with 30 points, six rebounds 
and five assists. Sixteen of his points came in 
the second quarter. 

Just as Leonard, the reigning most valuable 
player of last season’s NBA Finals, appeared 
unguardable for stretches, so too did the Lak- 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


The Clippers’ Kawhi Leonard, right, steals 
the ball from the Lakers’ LeBron James 
during the Clippers’ 112-102 victory 
Tuesday in Los Angeles. 

ers’ All-NBA duo of James and Davis in mo¬ 
ments that led Clippers fans to boo and Lakers 
fans to chant “MVP!” 

James finished with 18 points, two of which 
came on a transition dunk during the third 
quarter that he followed by staring down Clip¬ 
pers guard Lou Williams. James, who also 
had nine rebounds and 10 assists, later chased 
down Clippers guard Landry Shamet on a fast 
break to erase his attempted layup before it 
touched the rim. 


The Lakers fed Davis a steady diet of passes 
into the post, where he sized up the Clippers’ 
front line with back downs and floaters en 
route to 25 points and 10 rebounds. When they 
found their lanes to the basket blocked by the 
length of the Clippers’ long-armed defenders, 
they found Danny Green for 18 third-quarter 
points, an outburst that fueled a 15-0 Lakers 
run that helped level the score at 85-85 enter¬ 
ing the fourth quarter. 

For all of the control James, Leonard and 
Davis held over the game, it was a pair of non¬ 
stars who decided one of the game’s most piv¬ 
otal moments. 

With the Clippers leading 107-99 with 3:10 
to play in the fourth quarter, Patrick Bever¬ 
ley — the Clippers guard whose career began 
in Ukraine, Greece and Russia — grabbed an 
offensive rebound over James and passed to 
Williams, whose assist found forward Mon- 
trezl Harrell for a layup and foul. 

The sequence gave the Clippers bench that 
led the NBA in scoring one year ago 60 points. 
Lakers reserves managed 19 points. 

In the days leading up to Tuesday’s sound 
and fury from the stands, the Lakers and Clip¬ 
pers both said the season’s first game would 
signify “nothing,” as Clippers coach Doc Riv¬ 
ers reiterated before tipoff 

When the teams meet next on Christmas 
Day, things will certainly be different: George 
is expected to be playing for the Clippers, and 
Kyle Kuzma and Rajon Rondo for the Lakers. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 1 0 1.000 - 

Boston 0 0 .000 - 

Brooklyn 0 0 .000 - 

New York 0 0 .000 - 

Philadelphia 0 0 .000 - 

Southeast Division 

Atlanta 0 0 .000 - 

Charlotte 0 0 .000 - 

Miami 0 0 .000 - 

Oriando 0 0 .000 - 

Washington 0 0 .000 - 

Central Division 

Chicago 0 0 .000 - 

Cieveiand 0 0 .000 - 

Detroit 0 0 .000 - 

Indiana 0 0 .000 - 

Miiwaukee 0 0 .000 - 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Daiias 0 0 .000 - 

Houston 0 0 .000 - 

Memphis 0 0 .000 - 

San Antonio 0 0 .000 - 

NewOrieans 0 1 .000 - 

Northwest Division 

Denver 0 0 .000 - 

Minnesota 0 0 .000 - 

OkiahomaCity 0 0 .000 - 

Portiand 0 0 .000 - 

Utah 0 0 .000 - 

Pacific Division 

L.A.Ciippers 1 0 1.000 - 

Goiden State 0 0 .000 - 

Phoenix 0 0 .000 - 

Sacramento 0 0 .000 - 

L.A. Lakers 0 1 .000 1 

Tuesday’s games 
Toronto 130, New Orleans 122, OT 
L.A. Clippers 112, L.A. Lakers 102 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at Charlotte 
Cleveland at Orlando 
Detroit at Indiana 
Boston at Philadelphia 
Memphis at Miami 
Minnesota at Brooklyn 
New York at San Antonio 
Washington at Dallas 
Oklahoma City at Utah 
Denver at Portland 
Sacramento at Phoenix 

Thursday’s games 
Atlanta at Detroit 
Milwaukee at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at Golden State 
Friday’s games 
Minnesota at Charlotte 
Toronto at Boston 
New York at Brooklyn 
Chicago at Memphis 
Dallas at New Orleans 
Washington at Oklahoma City 
Phoenix at Denver 
Portland at Sacramento 
Utah at L.A. Lakers 


Tuesday 

Clippers 112, Lakers 102 

L.A. LAKERS - Davis 8-21 9-14 25, James 
7-19 3-4 18, McGee 2-3 0-0 4, Bradley 3-7 0- 
0 8, D.Green 10-14 1-1 28, Dudley 2-2 0-0 6, 
Howard 1-3 1-1 3, Cook 2-7 0-0 4, Daniels 
2-6 1-1 6, Caldwell-Pope 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 
37-85 15-21 102. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Leonard 10-19 9-10 30, 
Patterson 1-3 1-2 4, Zubac 4-4 0-0 8, Bev¬ 
erley 1-7 0-0 2, Shamet 3-8 0-0 8, Harkless 
4-7 0-0 10, Harrell 7-11 3-8 17, J.Green 4-8 
0-0 12, Williams 8-14 4-4 21. Totals 42-81 
17-24 112. 

L.A. Lakers 25 29 31 17-102 

L.A. Clippers 22 40 23 27-112 

3-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 13-33 
(D.Green 7-9, Dudley 2-2, Bradley 2-5, 
Daniels 1-5, James 1-5, Caldwell-Pope 
0-2, Davis 0-2, Cook 0-3), L.A. Clippers 
11-31 (J.Green 4-7, Harkless 2-3, Shamet 
2-4, Patterson 1-3, Williams 1-4, Leonard 

1- 5, Beverley 0-5). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—L.A. Lakers 41 (Davis 10), L.A. 
Clippers 45 (Beverley 10). Assists—L.A. 
Lakers 20 (James 8), L.A. Clippers 24 
(Williams 7). Total Fouls-L.A. Lakers 24, 
L.A. Clippers 25. Technicals—L.A. Lakers 
coach Lakers (Defensive three second), 
L.A. Clippers coach Clippers (Defensive 
three second). A-19,068 (18,997). 

Raptors 130, 

Pelicans 122 (OT) 

NEW DRLEANS - Holiday 6-15 0-2 13, In¬ 
gram 8-19 4-4 22, Favors 3-6 0-0 6, Ball 2-7 

2- 2 8, Redick 6-9 0-0 16, Williams 0-4 3-3 3, 
Melli 5-7 0-0 14, Okafor 3-3 2-3 8, Jackson 

3- 6 2-2 9, Hart 4-9 4-4 15, Moore 2-7 0-0 
5, Alexander-Walker 1-10 0-0 3. Totals 43- 
102 17-20 122. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 5-12 0-1 11, 
Siakam 11-26 10-11 34, Gasol 2-9 1-1 6, 
VanVIeet 12-18 5-6 34, Lowry 4-15 11-13 
22, Powell 2-7 0-0 5, Ibaka 4-10 5-6 13, Da¬ 
vis 2-6 0-0 5. Totals 42-103 32-38 130. 
NewOrieans 30 31 25 31 5-122 

Toronto 27 29 32 29 13-130 

3-Point Goals—New Orleans 19-45 
(Melli 4-5, Redick 4-6, Hart 3-5, Ball 2- 
3, Ingram 2-5, Jackson 1-3, Moore 1-3, 
Holiday 1-6, Alexander-Walker 1-7, Wil¬ 
liams 0-2), Toronto 14-40 (VanVIeet 5-7, 
Lowry 3-11, Siakam 2-5, Davis 1-3, Gasol 
1-4, Anunoby 1-4, Powell 1-5, Ibaka 0-1). 
Fouled Out—Siakam. Rebounds—New 
Orleans 53 (Hart 10), Toronto 57 (Siakam 
18). Assists—New Orleans 30 (Holiday 
6), Toronto 23 (VanVIeet 7). Total Fouls- 
New Orleans 34, Toronto 24. Technicals— 
Lowry, Gasol. A-20,787 (19,800). 
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WORLD SERIES 


Game 1 

Game 2 

Game 3 

Game 4 

Game 5 

Game 6 

Game 7 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Friday 

Saturday 

if necessary 

if necessary 

if necessary 

at Houston 

at Houston 

at Washington 

at Washin^on 

Sunday 

Tuesday, Oct. 29 

Wednesday, Oct. 30 

Nationals 5, 

AFN-Sports 

AFN-Sports 

AFN-Sports 

at Washington 

at Houston 

at Houston 

Astros 4 

2 a.m Thursday CET; 

2 a.m Saturday CET; 

2 a.m Sunday CET; 

AFN-Sports 

AFN-Sports 

AFN-Sports 

WP-Scherzer 

LP-Cole 

9 a.m. JKT 

9 a.m. JKT 

9 a.m. JKT 

1 a.m Monday CET; 

9 a.m. JKT 

1 a.m Wednesday 

CET; 9 a.m. JKT 

1 a.m Thursday CET; 
9 a.m. JKT 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Washington Nationals first baseman Ryan Zimmerman homers in his first career World 
Series at-bat during the second inning Tuesday night in Houston. 

Track: Nationals have won 17 of past 19 games 


Forced to grind, 
Scherzer gives 
Max-imum effort 

By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — He could have been Mad 
Max on a night his best was missing. In¬ 
stead, he fenced and fought, shuffled and 
juggled. 

So did the Washington Nationals 
bullpen. 

As the Houston Astros kept clawing 
within one big hit of a comeback, Scherzer 
and the Nationals just held on. 

Scherzer got through five innings of Max¬ 
imum effort for a 5-4 victory in Tuesday 
night’s opener, becoming the first pitcher 
to win a World Series game for a Washing¬ 
ton team since Earl Whitehill against the 
New York Giants in 1933. 

Unable to overwhelm, Scherzer threw a 
bit of the ol’ razzle dazzle that included 112 
pitches, nine full counts and six stranded 
runners. 

“They grinded me apart. Pitch count 
was out of control, and that’s a credit to 
what they were able to do and constantly 
put pressure on me,” said Scherzer, who 
threw just 42 pitches out of his windup. “I 
was just not going to give in. I had to con¬ 
tinue to bounce sliders and changeups in 
the dirt because I just did not want to give 
up another run.” 

A three-time Cy Young Award winner 
and seven-time All-Star, Scherzer is seek¬ 
ing his first Series ring at age 35. His only 
previous time on baseball’s biggest stage 
was a no-decision in Game 4 for Detroit 
as San Francisco completed a four-game 
sweep in 2012. 

He fell behind quickly against the As¬ 
tros, walking George Springer, allowing a 
first-pitch single to Jose Altuve and giving 
up a two-out, two-run double to Yuli Gur- 
riel, a flat fastball that hit high off the left 
field wall. 

Scherzer stranded one in the second by 
throwing a changeup past Springer for a 
called third strike, runners at the comers 
in the third by getting Carlos Correa to 
swing over a slider and two on in the fourth 
by getting Altuve on a soft groundout to 
first. Only in the fifth, when Corbin al¬ 
ready was warming up, did Scherzer pitch 
a 1-2-3 inning. 

“I didn’t lose the ballgame,” Scherzer 
said, crediting catcher Kurt Suzuki for his 
pitch selection. “If I had to throw it in the 
dirt, I had to, just to keep from making a 
mistake in the middle of the zone.” 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Max Scherzer threw 112 pitches in five 
innings Tuesday night and had full counts 
on nine Astros hitters. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Ryan Zimmerman, still full of sock at 35, 
also homered to back a resourceful Max 
Scherzer and boost the wild-card Nation¬ 
als in their first World Series appearance 
— tres bien for a franchise that began as 
the Montreal Expos in 1969. 

“They waited a long time,” Nationals 
manager Dave Martinez said. 

Otherworldly almost all season. Cole 
looked downright ordinary. Trea Turner 
singled on the second pitch of the game 
and the Nationals were off and running, 
ending Cole’s 19-game winning streak that 
stretched back 25 starts to May. 

Not what Cole or anyone else at Minute 
Maid Park expected, especially after he led 
the mqjors in strikeouts, topped the AL in 
ERA and finished second in the big leagues 
in wins to teammate Justin Verlander. 

Cole had breezed through the AL play¬ 
offs, too. 

Yet it was a further testament to an eter¬ 
nal truth about baseball: It doesn’t matter 
what you do the whole season if you don’t 
get it done in October. 

Soto finished with three hits and a stolen 
base. Three days shy of his 21st birthday, 
the wunderkind left fielder also snared Mi¬ 
chael Brantley’s late try for a tying hit. 

Relentless at the plate, he’s already be¬ 
come one of those rare players — like 
Springer — who seems to turn pressure 
into production. How’s he do it? Better 
launch angle? Improved swing path? 

Uh, not really. 

“Sometimes I just put gum in my mouth,” 
Soto said. “But most of the time, just take a 
deep breath and focus. It’s just the pitcher 
and me.” 

“Everybody around, I forget about ev¬ 
erybody around. It’s just you and me,” he 
said, adding, “try to enjoy it.” 

The MVP when Houston won its first 
crown in 2017, Springer set a record by 
connecting in his fifth consecutive Series 
game to make it 5-3 in the seventh. But 
reliever Daniel Hudson threw a fastball 
past rookie Yordan Alvarez with the bases 
loaded to end the inning. 

In the eighth. Springer put a charge 
into a drive to deep right-center, and it ap¬ 
peared as though he might’ve hit a tying, 
two-run homer. Springer took a couple of 
hops out of the batter’s box to watch, and 


had to settle for an RBI double when the 
ball glanced off the glove of a leaping Adam 
Eaton at the fence. 

Heavily favored at the start, the 107- 
win Astros will try to get even Wednesday 
night when Verlander faces Stephen Stras- 
burg in another matchup of aces. 

Scherzer slipped in and out of trouble for 
five innings. But every time the stadium 
got rollicking, he found a way to get out of 
jams. 

Projected Game 4 starter Patrick Corbin 
threw a scoreless sixth for the Nationals. 
Springer connected off Tanner Rainey for 
his 14th career postseason home run before 
Hudson fanned Alvarez on three pitches. 

Hudson retired Jose Altuve, and Sean 
Doolittle got Brantley on a lineout to strand 
Springer at second in the eighth. Doolittle 
then closed for a save to give the Nats their 
seventh straight win and 17th in 19 games 
dating to their September playoff run. 

Leading the way was Soto, whose eighth¬ 
inning hit in the wild-card win over Mil¬ 
waukee sent the Nationals on their path. 

“He’s got kind of the ‘it’ factor,” Hinch 
said. “He’s got the twitch. He’s got fast 
hands. He’s got no fear.” 

Soto looked overmatched when he struck 
out on Cole’s 99 mph heater in the first in¬ 
ning. Turned out Soto was just getting 
warmed up. 

He justified his place in the 4-spot, 
launching a leadoff drive in the fourth to 
make it 2-all. He became the fourth-young- 
est player to homer in the Series, behind 
Andruw Jones, Miguel Cabrera and Mick¬ 
ey Mantle. 

After the game, Soto agreed to donate 
his home run ball to the Hall of Fame. 

Washington took the lead in the fifth. 
Eaton hit a tiebreaking single and Soto 
doubled with two outs for a 5-2 advantage. 

Zimmerman hit the first World Series 
homer in Nationals history, connecting in 
the second. He was the first player drafted 
by the team for the 2005 season. 

Cole left after the seventh. Watching 
from the front row behind the plate was 
someone who also knows a lot about pitch¬ 
ing — Astros executive, Texas great and 
Hall of Earner Nolan Ryan, the Ryan Ex¬ 
press himself 

Yuli Gurriel put Houston ahead with a 
two-run double in the first. 


Cole: Astros co-ace had 
won 19 straight decisions 

FROM BACK PAGE 

it’s impossible to beat him,” Hinch said. 
“So when it happens it is a surprise to all 
of us.” 

The Washington Nationals roughed up 
Cole for five runs in seven innings Tuesday 
night, beating Houston 5-4 to jump ahead 
in the best-of-seven series. 

Cole suffered his first loss since May 22. 
Set to cash in as a free agent this offseason, 
he had won a single-season record 19 con¬ 
secutive decisions. His postseason prior to 
Tuesday was nearly perfect: 3-0 record, 
one run allowed, and 32 strikeouts in 22^/3 
innings. 

In his first World Series appearance and 
ninth postseason game, the 29-year-old 
right-hander gave up his most runs since 
the White Sox tagged him for six in that 
May 22 loss. 

“I didn’t have my A-game tonight,” Cole 
said. “Outside of a few pitches that tacked 
on a few runs, we worked pretty well with 
what we had. These are the two best teams 
in the world right now so you try not to beat 
yourself up too much, especially if you’ve 
got to grind in those situations.” 

The Astros gave Cole a lead with a two- 
run first, but a shot by Ryan Zimmerman 
an inning later cut the advantage to 1. Cole 
didn’t even turn around to watch where 
that one landed, simply throwing his right 
hand up and preparing for the next pitch. 

Houston still had the lead when 20-year- 
old Juan Soto knocked a fastball from Cole 
onto the train tracks atop left field. Soto 
struck again in the fifth, lining a two-run 
double that stretched Washington’s edge to 
5-2. 

“The Zimmerman pitch was a mistake, 
and Zimmerman made him pay with a 
homer,” Hinch said. “He never really con¬ 
trolled Soto the whole night. He punched 
him the first at-bat and then after that Soto 
took some really good swings.” 

Along with teammate and Game 2 start¬ 
er Justin Verlander, Cole is a favorite for 
the AL Cy Young Award. He led the league 
with a 2.50 ERA, and he allowed just seven 
home runs over the last two months of the 
regular season. No lineup had connected 
for two home runs against him since Colo¬ 
rado on Aug. 7, a span of 11 starts. 

That award-worthy stuff just wasn’t 
there. 

Cole struck out six, his lowest total since 
punching out four on Aug. 1 against Cleve¬ 
land. After leading the mqjors with a ca¬ 
reer-high 326 strikeouts, he never looked 
so dominant Tuesday. His slider — a 
swing-and-miss machine this postseason 

— lacked bite. He threw the pitch 27 times 
and got just three whiffs. 

“These guys are really tough to put 
away,” Hinch said. “They don’t strike out 
a lot. And they proved tonight they’re put¬ 
ting the ball in play.” 

“The curveball wasn’t there until the 
last two innings,” catcher Martin Maldo¬ 
nado added. “The slider was back and forth 

— one good one, one bad one.” 

Cole allowed a single in a scoreless sixth 
and struck out two in a sharp seventh. By 
then his fate was all but sealed and in¬ 
stead of helping Houston take advantage 
of home-field advantage from its 107-win 
season, his uncharacteristic outing left the 
Astros in a hole as they chase their second 
title in three seasons. 
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A familiar ring to it 

VanVIeet has career night as 
champs raise banner» nba, Page so 



David J. Phillip/AP 

Washington Nationals left fielder Juan Soto hits a home run off Houston Astros pitcher Gerrit Cole during the fourth inning of Game 1 of the World Series on Tuesday night at 
Minute Maid Park in Houston. Soto shook off early nerves to finish with three hits and a stolen base in the Nationals’ 5-4 victory. 


Soto homers, doubles as Washington 
edges Houston in World Series opener 

By Ben Walker 


HOUSTON — Juan Soto and the Wash¬ 
ington Nationals quickly derailed the Cole 
Express. 

A prodigy with a passion for the big mo¬ 
ment, Soto homered onto the train tracks 
high above the left field wall and hit a two- 
run double as the Nationals tagged Gerrit 
Cole and the Houston Astros 5-4 Tuesday 


night in the World Series opener. 

“After the first at-bat, I just said, ‘It’s an¬ 
other baseball game,’” Soto said. “In the 
first at-bat. I’m not going to lie, I was a little 
bit shaking in my legs.” 

Not even a history-making home run by 
postseason star George Springer — and 
another shot that nearly tied it in the eighth 
inning — could deter Washington. 

SEE TRACK ON PAGE 31 



Matt Slocum/AP 


The five runs given up by Cole were his 
most since May 22, which also was the 
date of his last loss. 


Cole’s streak ends as 
Astros ace roughed up 

By Kristie Rieken 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Gerrit Cole trudged slowly 
off the mound, wiped the sweat from his 
upper lip and took a handshake and pat on 
the backside from manager AJ Hinch. 

Walking away without a lead — not some¬ 
thing Cole and the Houston Astros are used 
to. Certainly not what they expected in the 
World Series opener. 

“He’s been so good for so long that there 
builds this thought of invincibility and that 
SEE COLE ON PAGE 31 


■ Scherzer grinds out five innings without best stuff, Page 31 


Vikings built to weather Thielen's absence » NFL, Page 27 
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